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March 29, 2018 

 
To:  Elizabeth Losee, Office of Educator Preparation 

 Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

From:  Barbara Madeloni, MTA President 
  Erik J. Champy, MTA Vice President 
 
Subject: Public Comment on Proposed Subject Matter Knowledge Guidelines, February 2018 Draft 
 

Attached are public comments submitted on behalf of the 110,000 members of the Massachusetts Teachers 
Association regarding the proposed Subject Matter Knowledge Guidelines, February 2018 draft. The MTA 
has reached out to its members to gather input on the proposed amendments through in-person meetings 
with educators who are impacted by these changes and presentations to local associations and their 
representatives.  
 
The Massachusetts Teachers Association opposes nearly all of the proposed changes included in the 
proposed SMK Guidelines. It was our understanding when we supported the removal of specific SMK 
requirements out of regulations that any changes to SMKs would happen only as curriculum frameworks 
were updated. In fact, the September 2017 proposed SMKs included only the content areas where major 
changes in curriculum frameworks and professional practices had occurred since the last revision. As the 
prior document was incomplete, we encouraged, in our public comment in November 2017, a second round 
of public comment so educators would have a chance to give feedback on the full guidance document.  
 
Between November 2017 and February 2018, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(DESE) scrapped the original proposed changes as well as eliminated nearly all subject matter knowledge 
requirements for academic educators. The proposed SMKs included in the February 2018 draft replace the 
content knowledge equivalent or higher to a bachelor’s degree in the field of the license with elementary or 
secondary grade-level knowledge requirements for educators. In some content areas, these proposals lower 
the bar for educators who seek to enter the profession. While in multi-subject licenses or licenses that cover 
broader areas, the standard has been raised to potentially require educators to satisfy licensure 
requirements equivalent to eight different fields. Our specific comments are noted in the following pages.  
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Subject Matter Knowledge (SMK) Guidelines 
February 2018 Draft for Public Comment 

DESE-Proposed Changes 
• Establish a stand-alone document that includes the purpose, context, SMK language and resources used by 

sponsoring organizations in designing their teacher preparation programs and in preparing teacher 
candidates. The subject matter knowledge requirements are also used by the Department in reviewing 
programs seeking state approval, and as the basis for the Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licensure (MTEL). 

• Revised language for the for all academic licensure fields that base subject matter knowledge requirements on 
future of existing curriculum frameworks (when available).  

• Expands the subject matter knowledge requirements for many special education teachers and multi-subject 
teachers to require the equivalent subject matter knowledge of single subject teachers.  

 

MTA Response 
The MTA supported the regulatory amendment that established the process for creating formal guidelines with a 
public comment period. The draft SMK guidelines here are intended to replace the regulatory language under 603 CMR 
7.06, 7.07, 7.09 and 7.11.  

While the second draft Subject Matter Knowledge (SMK) Guidelines presented here is more comprehensive regarding 
the SMKs of common pedagogical practices, the MTA is concerned about the severe narrowing of the content 
knowledge required for licensed professional educators in multiple academic fields. The intention of placing more 
robust emphasis on the contents of the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks is laudable and an important element 
of educator preparation programs that may too often be undervalued.  

Thus, the purpose of the Subject Matter Knowledge (SMK) Guidelines is to establish the content knowledge, skills and 
abilities specific to the field of the license. A high-quality SMK Guidelines document will document clearly and concisely 
a high bar for subject matter knowledge to ensure students have access to educators who have advanced levels of 
subject matter knowledge in addition to pedagogical skills to provide effective instruction in the curriculum.  

The draft SMK Guidelines also fails to consider the impact of this document on attaining a first license, licensure 
advancement and licensure renewal requirements.  

With increasing demand for advanced coursework and dual-enrollment programs the proposals by DESE to cap the 
subject matter knowledge required of educators at the 12th grade level (or lower) will leave a generation of educators 
unprepared to deliver high level coursework that prepares students for college and career expectations.  

  






































