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From:
To: MCAS
Subject: Re: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 12:16:08 PM

Thank you so much for your response. I'm glad someone is actually reading them.

In addition, I have a child who has passed the MCAS requirement for graduation, however
when she first started taking them - teachers stressed how important these were in elementary
school that she didn't sleep for 2 weeks and threw up every morning of the test and after the
test from nerves. No 8 year old should be this stressed about a test. 

I teach 3rd grade in a different district than my child and I see the same thing in my students.
Students are nervous they will disappoint people. Students accidentally submit before they are
done. Why are we putting this unnecessary stress on students when we already have district
assessments to monitor them?

Please, please, please do something to stop this anxiety.

Thank you,

On Mon, Jun 6, 2022 at 11:50 AM MCAS <mcas@doe.mass.edu> wrote:

Good morning,

 

Thank you for your comments. Please be assured they will be taken into consideration.

 

Thank you,

Shannon Cullen

 

 

From:  <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, June 4, 2022 2:26 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS
Pathways to a High School Diploma



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut
score) to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school.

My son is a current  grader at an  due to the mistreatment of our
school district and their lack of skill to educate  son. His IQ  and he is a
brilliant student, yet he can not pass the MCAS. The MCAS is too anxiety ridden for him- it
doesn’t showcase his knowledge and talents. This is a student who has dreams of going
to college for computer systems management. He can not get into college without a
diploma. A certificate of completion is a slap in the face for all of his hard work. He is an
A/B student and a hard worker- his MCAS test scores don’t reflect this.

Please- don’t higher the MCAS standards- get rid of the MCAS all together. This hurts our
special needs students who try so hard and work so hard, only to not pass and not be
given a diploma. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following
reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and



other societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers
a promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at
or above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to
many more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

 
 

 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Student input study re: MCAS
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 9:22:12 AM
Attachments: MCAS Results Memo.pdf

MCAS Survey Summary .pdf

From: Gallagher, Katy 
Sent: Friday, June 3, 2022 9:41 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Student input study re: MCAS
 

Dear DESE Board Members,

My AP Research students learned of possible adjustments to MCAS scoring, and that public
opinion was being sought, in a recent Boston Globe article. They could not find an outlet for
student input, so as an end-of-year project, they surveyed their classmates. Attached please
find a memo and summary of the survey.
Best Regards,
Katy Gallagher

-- 

Katy Gallagher, M.A., M.Ed.
(she/her)
Library Teacher
Hingham High School

"Raise your words, not your voice. It is rain that grows flowers, not thunder." -Rumi



Memo

June 3, 2022

From: , Hingham High School AP Research Class student

To: Members of the DESE Board

As  questions regarding raising MCAS standards have been introduced by education

officials with the argument that raising MCAS scoring requirements would force schools to more

adequately educate their students in preparation for passing the MCAS exam, input from

students regarding the issue is lacking. Due to this gap in research, my AP Research class

focused on the opinions of students regarding MCAS testing in general, as well as their opinions

on raising the standards for MCAS testing in order to improve Massachusetts education.

Students were also questioned on their opinions of having MCAS as a graduation requirement,

as some officials and researchers argue that raising MCAS requirements would adversely affect

students, by lowering the graduation rate for students that don’t pass the test.

To collect the opinions of local students, a survey was sent out to Hingham High School

students at all grade levels. This survey was created using a Google form, as it is an accessible

and simple platform that makes it easy to collect and assess data. A series of 15 questions were

asked for students to indicate their feelings about MCAS testing. Both quantitative and

qualitative questions were employed so that students could expand on their thoughts when

necessary and give a more in depth indication of their opinions. While raising MCAS

requirements would affect students from every school in the state, this study was conducted

specifically on Hingham High School students. From this sample group of about 1,300 students,

30 responses were collected. Due to time constraints, the sample size was much smaller than

the ideal sample size for this study, however, in the future this survey could be used to collect

more responses.



Upon assessing the data, most students were in agreement that MCAS standards

should not be raised, as it will cause students more stress. Additionally, the data reflects that

only ½ of students understand the purpose of MCAS and roughly ¼ understand how it is

scored. Moreover, more than ½ of students were in agreement that MCAS does not reflect their

abilities as a student. These deductions were reflective in the majority opinion from respondents

that MCAS should also not be a graduation requirement, but rather an assessment of the

effectiveness of school curriculums. Overall, this study displayed that before taking any more

action with raising MCAS levels, students should be educated on the scoring and purpose of

MCAS and state officials should reconsider their testing mechanisms as many students believe

the test is not reflective of their abilities as students.This brings about the further debate that

many schools and universities have been contemplating over the last few years of standardized

testing in general and whether it is an adequate indicator of academic excellence.

Some biases to take into account with this survey are that some of the students are

upperclassmen that no longer have to take MCAS. By reflecting on past experiences with this

survey, they may have somewhat of a bias as they are not experiencing these emotions in real

time like the underclassmen. Additionally, the sample was taken only from Hingham High School

students, a limitation as Hingham’s curriculum is different from those of other schools in the

state and people from other schools may have different experiences and opinions about MCAS

and how raising MCAS scores would affect their school experience. Hingham is lucky to have a

great education system that many students learn well from, but other schools may struggle more

in certain areas and feel the need for more school reform than at Hingham High School.

Sincerely,

Hingham High School Class of 2023



Overall Population:
❖ (Gender)

➢ 71.4 % Female
➢ 28.6% Male

❖ (Age)
➢ 46.6% 9th grade
➢ 17.9% 10th grade
➢ 10.7% 11th grade
➢ 25% 12th grade

I understand the purpose of MCAS:
- About 52% of respondents reported that they understood MCAS well or very well, 14%

were indifferent, and 34% didn’t understand or highly didn’t understand the purpose of
MCAS.

I understand how the MCAS tests are scored and what they mean:
- About 24% reported that they understood well or very well how MCAS was scored. 35%

expressed indifference, and 38% reported not understanding or highly not understanding
the way MCAS was scored.

I think MCAS accurately reflects my abilities as a student:
- About 17% of students agreed that MCAS accurately reflects their abilities as a student

(no one strongly agreed). 28% were neutral to the question, and 55% disagreed (with
41% strongly disagreeing).

Passing MCAS should be a graduation requirement:
- About 17% of students agreed or strongly agreed that MCAS should be a graduation

requirement. 10% were neutral to the question, and 72% disagreed, indicating that the
majority of students agree that MCAS should NOT be a graduation requirement.

- Qualitative responses to this question summary
- Many students expressed that they feel standardized testing in general shouldn’t

be required as it isn’t indicative of their abilities as a student since some people
are naturally bad test takers.

- Other students expressed concerns over the fact that MCAS was another
stressful test in addition to midyears and finals and therefore should not be
required for graduation.

- Multiple students had a different view though, that tests like MCAS are helpful for
state regulations and testing where the school falls to meet these expectations

- Within this group some agreed that MCAS should be required as a
graduation requirement, while others expressed that MCAS should be
required to measure where schools fit in the expectations for education
throughout the state, but not as a test/ requirement for the individual.

I feel adequately challenged by the MCAS test:



- About 41% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that they felt challenged by the
MCAS test. 31% were indifferent to the question, and about 28% disagreed or strongly
disagreed that they felt challenged by the MCAS test.

The MCAS test is a cause of stress in my life currently:
- About 38% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that MCAS is a current cause of

stress. 7% felt indifferent to the question, and 55% disagreed or strongly disagreed (41%
strongly disagreed) that MCAS is a current source of stress.1

If the MCAS standards were raised, I would feel aptly prepared to meet them:
- About 28% agreed or strongly agreed that they felt prepared to meet raised expectations

for MCAS. 41% felt indifferent to the question, and 31% disagreed or strongly disagreed
that they would feel prepared to meet raised MCAS standards.

Raising the MCAS standards would increase my stress levels surrounding the MCAS
test:

- About 62% strongly agreed that raising MCAS requirements would increase their stress
levels around MCAS. 17% agreed that raising MCAS requirements would increase their
stress levels around MCAS. 10% felt indifferent to the question, and about 10%
disagreed or strongly disagreed that it raising MCAS requirements would increase their
stress levels regarding MCAS testing.

- Qualitative responses to this question summary:
- Most people that responded qualitatively expressed something along the lines

that raising MCAS requirements would make them more stressed in comparison
to previous years not being stressed.

- Only a couple expressed that changing the requirements would have little effect
on their stress levels surrounding MCAS testing.

I think raising MCAS requirements would increase the quality of education in
Massachusetts.

- About 17% of respondents agreed that raising MCAS requirements would increase the
quality of education in Massachusetts. 21% were indifferent, and about 64% disagreed
or strongly disagreed that raising MCAS requirements would increase the quality of their
education in Massachusetts.

Extra qualitative results:
- Many students expressed disdain for the concept of MCAS in general, stating that they

felt it was a waste of time, not fair for people with testing anxiety, or overall not a good
indication of the education levels in Massachusetts.

Summary:

1 Keep in mind that some respondents are upperclassmen and no longer have to take MCAS, so this
evaluation is based on their previous stresses with MCAS and could be biased as they no longer actually
have to take the test.



This data supports the conclusion that MCAS standards should not be raised, as it will
cause students more stress. Additionally, this data reflects that only ½ of students understand
the purpose of MCAS and roughly ¼ understand how it is scored. Additionally, more than ½ of
students were in agreement that MCAS does not reflect their abilities as a student. These
opinions may be reflective of the majority opinion from respondents that MCAS should also not
be a graduation requirement. Overall, this study displayed that before taking any more action
with raising MCAS levels, students should be educated on the scoring and purpose of MCAS
and state officials should reconsider their testing mechanisms as many students believe the test
is not reflective of their abilities as students.This brings about the further debate of standardized
testing in general and whether it is necessary that many schools and universities have been
contemplating over the last few years. Some biases to take into account with this survey are
that some of the students are upperclassmen that no longer have to take MCAS. By reflecting
on past experiences with this survey, they may have somewhat of a bias as they are not
experiencing these emotions in real time like the underclassmen. Additionally, the sample was
taken only from Hingham High School students, a limitation as Hingham’s curriculum is different
from those of other schools in the state and people from other schools may have different
experiences/ opinions with MCAS and how raising MCAS scores would affect their school
experience. Hingham is lucky to have a great education system that many students can learn
well from, but other schools may struggle more in certain areas and feel the need for more
school reform than at Hingham High School.

Members of the DESE board
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Competency Determination- public comment (Apr 26 2022)
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 9:21:58 AM

From: Michael Knapp <
Sent: Friday, June 3, 2022 11:18 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Cc: Cameron, Brian (T22) ; 

Subject: Competency Determination- public comment (Apr 26 2022)
 

This message concerns the proposed change in standard for the Competency Determination,
discussed as your April 26 meeting.  I oppose increasing the MCAS scores required to meet the
CD for high school graduation.  This is due to my concern that this would overwhelmingly
impact low-income students. 
 
The main point of my letter is to share my belief in public education, and my belief that it has
to work for everybody.  Increasing the CD will not make education work for everybody.
 
As an associate professor of Chemistry at UMass-Amherst, I teach and advise many recent
high school graduates.  In my time at UMass, I have served as undergraduate program director
and chief advisor, and taught chemistry to many first-year college students, so I see the
products of many of our state’s high schools.  I am happy to say that students arriving at
UMass are typically well prepared to work and learn new things, which reflects the collective
effort of school staff and the statewide department of education.  Thank you.  The K-12
education system works, at least for (most of) those students who make it to UMass.
 
I am a nine-year member of the Belchertown school committee, previously serving as chair,
and a member of the 2020 MASC All-State School Committee.  I am shocked at the disparity
between the distribution of MCAS scores for low-income students vs. non-low-income

students in my town.  Belchertown has centralized schools, so that all students in 4th grade,
for example, go to the same school regardless of the student’s residential address.  Prior to my
school committee service, I thought that the achievement gap was a function of zip codes and
specific teachers – that poor kids and middle-class kids went to different schools.  I was
wrong.  My town uses the same teachers and same schools, but sees different outcomes for
low income kids.  This makes my question the value of inequitable testing as a roadblock to
graduation. 



 
I have come to view standardized tests, such as the MCAS, to have value for assessing
populations and schools.  The statewide historical MCAS score data revealed two successes:
local schools became better at matching course content to the standard curriculum; and,
schools more effectively taught students that content.  All students should benefit from these
successes, because aggregated MCAS scores provided a way to improve the overall system.
 On the other hand, I am very concerned over the use of MCAS to assess individual students,
particularly when the score is used as a hurdle to graduation in the form of a CD.  I urge you to
reject the proposed increase in the CD.
 
 
Michael Knapp
Belchertown School Committee and 2020 MASC All-State School Committee
Associate Professor, Chemistry, UMass Amherst
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 9:21:34 AM

From: Melissa Lockett <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, June 3, 2022 12:32 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Melissa Lockett 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 9:21:25 AM

From: Amy Cardoso 
Sent: Friday, June 3, 2022 1:30 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams.

In my humble teacher opinion, these tests should be completely ABOLISHED (most
educators HATE them for various reasons that we can defend with data and personal
anecdotes of experience)...but if they must remain, PLEASE don't make them any harder
for our students or staff!

Some special education students, English Language Learners, and others *really* struggle
to pass as the test is now. Raising the minimum passing score will only add to the group of
students who feel "dumb" or demoralized when they fail these exams. Organizing re-take
examinations is also no easy feat for school administration or teachers who proctor. Did I
mention that educators hate wasting weeks or even MONTHS of the school year "teaching
to the test" instead of implementing the curriculum that we WANT our students to learn?

I have had two students have to take my adult HiSet (GED) class because they received
Certificates of Completion from their local high school (after passing all of their classes and
earning enough credits to graduate) but not a "real" diploma...just because they could not
pass the Math MCAS. These 20somethings now have to pass a *different* battery of tests
just to enroll in community college or a trade school, join the military, or secure a union job.

How can the state, DESE, and Governor Baker claim to care about "the social emotional
well-being students" during and after this global pandemic when they are now trying to
make it HARDER for students to receive a high school diploma?!

PLEASE reconsider raising the minimum passing score of the MCAS.



Amy Cardoso 
 
 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 9:21:16 AM

From: Lisa Hendrickson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, June 3, 2022 1:52 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Lisa Hendrickson 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 9:21:06 AM

From: Diane Scinto <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, June 3, 2022 2:08 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From:
To: MCAS
Subject: RE: raising of MCAS graduation requirement
Date: Saturday, June 4, 2022 9:17:42 AM

I just have a correction to make.  I referred to my  .  He was in
school at the time, so of course he was on an IEP, an Individual Education Plan. 
Thank you. 

On 06/03/2022 3:42 PM MCAS <mcas@doe.mass.edu> wrote:

Good afternoon,

Thank you for your comments. Please be assured they will be taken into
consideration.

Thank you,

Shannon Cullen

From:   
Sent: Friday, June 3, 2022 2:58 PM
To: MCAS <mcas@doe.mass.edu>
Subject: raising of MCAS graduation requirement

Dear BESE members:

 

I am writing asking you to not raise the MCAS scores required for
graduation.  This is because it is unwise on many levels.





All students have suffered some emotionally from the pandemic.  Some
have even lost parents or grandparents.  Others have suffered from social
isolation, loss of access to medical care for physical and psychiatric
problems, and had stress at home due to their parents having to change
work schedules, losing income, or taking their stress out on their kids.

 

And now, with this as a backdrop, there is a proposal to raise the test
scores required for graduation.  Is there any data showing the necessity of
this?  Is there any data showing that the benefits to the students would
outweigh the enormous risks?  I  see the children I know still suffering
COVID aftermath in a big way.  Every child I know is happy to be back to
school but feeling that they are still catching up both socially and
academically.

 

It is unwise to raise the MCAS score graduation requirement. It offers no
benefit to the students at a time when more and more colleges are not
even asking for SAT scores. It adds an additional stress to children who
are already stressed out more than they were pre pandemic.  According to
the Journal of the American Medical Association, suicides and suicide risk
has risen significantly in teens since 2020.

 

Please do not harm our children further by raising the MCAS graduation
requirements.

 

Yours truly,

 

 

 

 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Caitlyn Manning
To: MCAS
Subject: Padding Score
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 9:32:14 PM

To Whom it may Concern,

I am writing to you today from the perspective of a teacher with over a decade of experience
and as a parent. Changing the passing score of the MCAS is incomprehensible and immoral.

Educators have been trained to differentiate their instruction. While achieving advanced
degrees, teachers are trained in Universal by Design lessons where every student has the
ability to learn, analyze, and build upon previously learned skills. This best practice approach
shows up in teacher evaluations. 

Lessons are rightfully required to be accessible to all students. Accommodations and
modifications students are legally entitled to are taken into account, as outlined by the 504s
and IEPs of students in the classroom. Teachers are required to consistently analyzing lessons
to ensure they are culturally responsive. Then, at the end of the year, students are all given the
same MCAS assessment that do not measure their gifts and do not take their legally entitled
accommodations and modifications into account. It is hypocritical at best.

Teachers use data, as they have been professionally trained to do, in real time, to drive
instruction. MCAS results do not come in until the following school year, which does not
provide for real time interventions. 

DESE does not need yearly data to show that students who are food insecure, live in unstable
housing situations, are growing their English language skills, etcetera, require more support.
Any professional in a classroom knows that and has the data to support the needs of students
in front of them.  These tests are not perfect and have been in the news in recent years for
including content rooted in racism. Standardized testing, such as the MCAS, perpetuates the
systematic racism found in our school systems, even when the questions are not racist. 

The idea that passing scores should be raised, as students are entering high school with three
years of school that do not look like any others, does not make sense. 

These ableist standardized tests are required by the state to secure federal funding, but raising
the passing score is not a directive tied to funding. It does, however, jeopardize our most
vulnerable students in districts where teacher turnover is highest. This has the potential to put
more districts into receivership, taking the power of owning their education away from the
community. 

Please do not raise the passing score.

Best,
Caitlyn Manning, M.Ed.





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Abbie Cohen
To: MCAS
Subject: End MCAS requirement
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 4:59:57 PM

To whom it may concern,

I write as a PhD student and an educator to let you know that I believe the new MCAS
proposal is only going to exacerbate students' fragile well-being. The past few years have been
already terrible from virtual-to-hybrid-to-in-person wearing masks with what seems like a
never ending pandemic, to school shootings that terrify our students, the idea that we should a)
even continue with MCAS is outrageous and b) that we should further increase the arbitrary
score to pass is just even more troublesome. Please, we ask you, to end the MCAS
requirement and its graduate requirement, and truly invest in the well-being of our students. 

Thank you,
Abbie Cohen 
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To: Student Assessment Office, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

From: Merrie Najimy, President 

            Massachusetts Teachers Association 

RE: Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00 and 603 CMR 31.00 

Date: June 3, 2022 

 

The Massachusetts Teachers Association opposes the proposed amendments to 603 CMR 30.00 pertaining to 

raising the score requirements on the grade 10 Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System in English 

Language Arts, mathematics and science.  

The MTA strongly opposes the proposed language that will mandate a student retake an MCAS test multiple times 

only for the purposes of reaching an arbitrary cut score. This requirement does not exist in the statutory language.  

The MTA recommends investment in Educational Proficiency Plans that will support students rather than retaking 

the same test.  

Our proposal aligns with the Massachusetts Elementary and Secondary Schools Act plan where “at the high school 

level, we will ensure that all students have multiple high‐quality pathways to educational and career 

opportunities after secondary school.” The MTA proposes the Department collaborate with student‐facing 

educators who will be the front lines of developing and implementing Educational Proficiency Plans. 

The MTA recommends the following:  

1. Delay the changes to the minimum MCAS scores related to the Competency Determination until further analysis 

of the test are available and until meaningful supports are available for students.  Maintain the Competency 

Determination score at 472 for English language arts and Mathematics for five additional years.  

2. Allow students, regardless of MCAS score, to access alternative measures to demonstrate subject matter 

knowledge and deeper learning in the content through meaningful and timely development of an Educational 

Proficiency Plan.  

3. Eliminate any requirements for a student to retake the MCAS multiple times to qualify for a high school 

diploma.  

4. Delay any changes to the Educational Proficiency Plan requirements and establish a task force to develop 

holistic guidelines for the EPP. The task force must school level practitioners to assess the unfunded mandates of 

the EPP plans, strategies for alignment with other graduation plans and pathways.  

5. Align the language guiding the Performance Appeals process to include parent/guardian notification and 

eliminate paperwork requirements which exclude students in small schools from being eligible for the 

Performance Appeal.  

6. Incorporate non‐test alternative demonstrations of advanced academic performance to satisfy the Certificate of 

Mastery and Seal of Biliteracy.    
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(a) Students in the graduating classes of 2010 through 
2024 shall meet or exceed the Needs Improvement 
threshold scaled score of 220 on a discipline‐specific high 
school Science and Technology/Engineering MCAS test. 

(b) Students in the graduating class of 2025 shall meet or 
exceed the scaled score threshold on a discipline‐specific 
high school Science and Technology/Engineering MCAS 
test administered in 20220 or later that has been 
determined by the Commissioner to be comparable to 
the scaled score threshold of 220 on the high school 
Science and Technology/Engineering MCAS tests 
administered before 20220. 

(c) Students in the graduating classes of 2026 through 

2029 shall meet or exceed the threshold scaled score of 

470 on a discipline specific high school Science and 

Technology/Engineering test. 

(c) Students starting with the graduating class of 2026 shall 

satisfy one of the following conditions:  

i.  Meet or exceed the threshold scaled score of 470 on a 

discipline specific high school Science MCAS test. 

ii. Meet or exceed an end of course assessment accepted 

by the Department.  

iii. Demonstration of a passing grade in the equivalent of 
three full‐year courses aligned to the high school 
curriculum frameworks in Science and Technology 
Engineering. 
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opportunities for additional tutoring or other 

individualized academic supports, and determine whether 

the student is making progress toward proficiency meeting 

expectations, or has met expectations become proficient 

on the grade 10 standards.  

These assessments must include applicable MCAS tests or 
other diagnostic or summative tests identified approved 
by the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education as aligned to the curriculum frameworks and 
appropriate for this purpose.  For students yet to achieve a 
scaled score of 470 on any MCAS test required for high 
school graduation, assessments must include multiple 
opportunities to retake applicable MCAS tests until a 
scaled score of at least 470 has been achieved. 

requirements of 603 CMR 30.03(7)(b) and (c). 

(e) The Educational Proficiency Plans for adult learners, 
students who have exited high school without a 
Competency Determination, seniors who have already 
completed all their required courses in the relevant 
subject matter, students who are not continuously 
enrolled or are enrolled in an alternative program, and 
students who enroll in senior year, do not need to include 
the full year courses described in 603 CMR 30.03(7)(b) or 
the assessments described in 603 CMR 30.03(7) (c). 

(87) A student in the graduating classes of 2010 through 
2025 achieving a scaled score of or comparable to 240 or 
higher on an MCAS test or a score determined by the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education on 
another approved test will be deemed to have achieved 
proficiency in the subject area and to have fulfilled the 
Educational Proficiency Plan in that subject. A student in 
the graduating classes of 2026 through 2029 achieving a 
scaled score of 486 or higher on an MCAS test will be 
deemed to have met expectations in the subject area and 
to have fulfilled the Educational Proficiency Plan in that 
subject. For students who have not achieved this score 
threshold, the principal or head of school (or his or her 
designee) will determine whether the student has fulfilled 
the Educational Proficiency Plan. 

Using more streamline language with fewer specific 

requirements will allow school level educators, parents 

and students to invest in meaningful programs that 

actually lead to on‐time graduation.  

The proposed amendments that name specific unfunded 

programs as exempt from these requirements creates 

confusion and irresponsibly signals to schools that a 

student does not require or deserve further supports and 

opportunities.  

 

The MTA strongly opposes the proposed language that will 

mandate a student retake an MCAS test multiple times 

only for the purposes of reaching an arbitrary cut score. 

This requirement does not exist in the statutory language.  
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superintendent acted for reasons unrelated to the 
student's eligibility or academic achievement in not filing 
the performance appeal, the parent or guardian may ask 
the Commissioner to review the matter. If the 
Commissioner determines that the superintendent in fact 
acted for such unrelated reasons in not filing the appeal, 
he shall direct the superintendent to submit promptly the 
material required by 603 CMR 30.05 (3) through (5), and 
he shall then proceed as set forth in 603 CMR 30.05 (4), if 
applicable, and 603 CMR 30.05 (6) 

(c) The superintendent shall file a performance appeal on 
behalf of a student with a disability upon the request of 
the student's parent or guardian or the student who has 
reached the age of 18, provided that the student meets 
the eligibility requirements listed in 603 CMR 30.05 (3). 
For any performance appeal filed on behalf of a student 
with a disability, the superintendent must obtain consent 
from the parent or guardian or the student who has 
reached the age of 18. 

(3) The superintendent shall include in the performance 
appeal evidence that the student meets the eligibility 
requirements for a performance appeal, by submitting 
documentation as follows: 

(a) 

1. For  a  Mmathematics  or  English  Llanguage  Aarts 
performance appeal, evidence that the student has taken 
the grade 10 MCAS test or retest in the subject area of the 
appeal at least three times; one time.  
2. For a performance appeal in Sscience and 
Ttechnology/Eengineering, evidence that the student has 
taken a Science and Technology/Engineering MCAS test 
and is currently enrolled in a Sscience and 
Ttechnology/Eengineering class or has completed 12th 
grade. 

(b) evidence that the student has maintained at least a 

95% attendance level (no more than nine days of absence 

from school in a 180‐day school year) during the school 

year prior to and the year of the appeal, provided that the 

superintendent may present evidence of extenuating 

circumstances such as a student's disability, serious 
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illness, or child care or other family responsibilities, that 

would justify an exemption from this requirement; 

c) evidence that the student has satisfactorily participated 
in the tutoring and other academic support  in the 
provisions of the EPP services made available by or 
approved by the school under an individual student 
success plan or under any other plan designed to 
strengthen the student's knowledge and skills in the 
subject(s) at issue, provided that the superintendent may 
present evidence of extenuating circumstances, such as a 
student's disability, serious illness, or child care or other 
family responsibilities that would justify an exemption 
from this requirement; 

d) A student who has participated in the MCAS Alternate 

Assessment shall be eligible for a performance appeal if 

the student has participated in the MCAS‐Alt in the 

subject area of the appeal at least twice one time for an 

appeal in ELA English language arts or mathematics, and 

at least once in science and technology/engineering, in 

lieu of meeting the eligibility requirements listed in 603 

CMR 30.05 (3) (a).  

(4) Upon the written request of the superintendent, the 
Commissioner may for good cause waive one or more of 
the eligibility requirements listed in 603 CMR 30.05 (3). 
The Commissioner shall report to the Board at least once 
each year on any such waivers that have been granted, 
provided that the identity of the student(s) shall remain 
confidential. 

(5) The superintendent shall include in the performance 
appeal evidence of the student's progress towards 
fulfilling the educational proficiency plan. knowledge and 
skills in the subject area(s) for which the appeal is to be 
filed (English language arts, mathematics, or science and 
technology/engineering) by submitting: 

(a) the recommendation of one or more of the student's 
teachers in the area(s) of appeal, assessing the level of the 
student's knowledge and skills in the subject area(s) at 
issue; 
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(b) a statement that the student has completed or is on 
track to complete local graduation requirements during 
grade 12 or after; 

(c) for a student with a disability, a statement that the IEP 
team, if any, supports the student's graduation, as 
documented on the IEP form; 

(d) for appeals in English Llanguage Aarts and 
Mmathematics, the grades or grade point average of the 
student for courses taken in the subject area(s) of the 
appeal in grade 9 (at the discretion of the 
superintendent), grades 10, 11, and, if available, grade 12; 
and the grades or grade point average and MCAS scores in 
the area of the appeal of other students in the school who 
took the same courses at the same time as the student 
who is the subject of the appeal. 

(e) for appeals in Sscience and Ttechnology/Eengineering, 
the grade of the student for the course in the content area 
of the appeal and the grades and MCAS scores in the 
content area of the appeal of other students in the school 
who took the same course at the same time as the 
student who is the subject of the appeal 

(f) Where there is no identifiable appropriate set of 
students to enable a meaningful comparison of the 
student's knowledge and skills in the subject area of the 
appeal as described in 603 CMR 30.05 (5) (d) (e), the 
superintendent shall submit a portfolio of the student's 
work in the subject area of the appeal sufficient to 
demonstrate the student's level of performance. 

(g) If the student has a disability or is an English learner, 
the superintendent shall include in the performance 
appeal any other information the student's IEP team or 
Section 504 team (if any) asks to be included, with the 
consent of the student's parent or guardian, that indicates 
in the judgment of the IEP team or Section 504 team that 
the student's knowledge and skills in the subject area of 
the appeal meet or exceed the performance level 
established by the Board for the performance appeal 
competency determination in 603 CMR 30.03(2)(b), (3)(b), 
(4)(b), 30.03 (5)(a) (5)(b), or (5)(c), as applicable (220) or 
the comparable score on MCAS grade 10 tests 
administered beginning in 2019 and that the student's 
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MCAS scores do not accurately reflect the student's 
knowledge and skills for the content area of the appeal. 

(h) The superintendent may, and in the case of a student 
with disabilities or is an English learner, the 
superintendent shall, also include in the performance 
appeal other supporting information relevant to the 
determination as to whether the student's knowledge and 
skills in the subject area of the appeal meet or exceed the 
performance level established by the Board for the 
passing standard for the performance appeal competency 
determination for the student's graduating class in 603 
CMR 30.03(2)(b), (3)(b), (4)(b), 30.03 (54)(a) or(54)(b), or 
(5)(c), as applicable. In order to be relevant to the 
determination, the supporting information shall provide 
evidence of the student's work that specifically and 
directly addresses the state academic performance 
standard in the subject area of the appeal. Supporting 
information includes a collection of the student's work 
samples sufficient to demonstrate the student's level of 
performance in relation to the learning standards 
established by the Board. The superintendent also may 
submit additional supporting information such as scores 
of the student on other standardized tests in the subject 
area, evidence of acceptance to college courses, or other 
evidence of academic achievement which demonstrates 
that the student's knowledge and skills meet or exceed 
the passing standard required for the performance 
appeal. 

(6) The superintendent shall send the performance appeal 
to the Commissioner, who shall review the submission to 
ensure that it meets the requirements of 603 CMR 30.05 
and any guidelines issued by the Commissioner. If the 
submission meets the requirements, the Commissioner 
shall refer it to the Performance Appeals Board. 

(7) The Commissioner shall appoint members to one or 
more Performance Appeals Boards. Each board shall 
consist primarily of teachers and department heads with 
experience and expertise in the Massachusetts standards 
for English Llanguage Aarts, Mmathematics, or Sscience 
and Ttechnology/Eengineering. Each member shall be 
appointed for a three‐year term, provided that the initial 
terms may be staggered as the Commissioner deems 
appropriate. The Department of Elementary and 
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Secondary Education shall coordinate and assist the work 
of each Performance Appeals Board. The Performance 
Appeals Board shall have the following duties: 

(a) to review each performance appeal submitted to it by 
the Commissioner, in accordance with these regulations 
and any guidelines issued by the Commissioner; 

(b) to review the information submitted by the 
superintendent under 603 CMR 30.05(5) and determine 
whether it provides sufficient evidence that the student 
has the required knowledge and skills; and 

(c) to make a recommendation to the Commissioner 
regarding whether or not the appeal should be granted. 

(8) The materials relating to a performance appeal that 
the Commissioner submits to the Performance Appeals 
Board shall identify the student only by number and shall 
not include information that would enable board 
members to identify the individual student. If the 
Performance Appeals Board decides that it needs 
additional information on a particular student in order to 
fulfill its duties, the Performance Appeals Board shall 
contact the Commissioner's Office to request the 
information, which shall be provided to the Performance 
Appeals Board with only the student number as an 
identifier. 

(9) Based upon the recommendation of the Performance 
Appeals Board and any other information that he deems 
relevant, the Commissioner shall decide whether to: 

1. (a) grant the appeal; 
2. (b) deny the appeal; or 
3. (c) make no determination and request that the 

superintendent submit additional information for 
further consideration by the Performance Appeals 
Board. The Commissioner shall make a decision 
after the Performance Appeals Board reports back 
to him. 

(10) The Commissioner shall grant the appeal if the cohort 
analysis as described in 603 CMR 30.05 (5) (d) or (e), or 
the portfolio as described in 603 CMR 30.05 (5) (f), or the 
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collection of work samples produced by the student and 
any additional supporting information submitted with the 
appeal as required in 603 CMR 30.05 (5) (g) and (h), 
demonstrates by a preponderance of the evidence that 
the student's knowledge and skills in the subject area of 
the appeal meet or exceed the performance level 
established by the Board for the passing standard for the 
performance appeal in 603 CMR 30.03(2)(b), (3)(b), (4)(b), 
30.03 (5)(a) (5)(b), or (5)(c), as applicable. (220) or the 
comparable score on MCAS grade 10 tests administered 
beginning in 2019. 

(11) The Commissioner will notify the superintendent in 
writing of his decision and the reasons for it within ten 
business days after he receives the recommendation of 
the Performance Appeals Board. The superintendent shall 
notify the student, parent or guardian of the decision. 
Within 21 calendar days after receipt of the 
Commissioner's decision, the superintendent may 
respond, including seeking reconsideration of the 
Commissioner's decision. The decision of the 
Commissioner shall be final. If the appeal is granted, the 
student will be deemed to have met the performance 
appeal standard on the MCAS high school test that was 
the subject of the performance appeal. If the appeal is 
denied, the superintendent may submit a subsequent 
appeal on behalf of the student, as long as the student 
meets the eligibility requirements. To be eligible for a 
subsequent appeal in Sscience and 
Ttechnology/Eengineering, a student must first take a 
subsequent MCAS test in either the same or a different 
discipline 
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designated Early College or Innovation Pathway program, 
consistent with any standards established by the Board. 

(b2) Earn a Certificate of Occupational Proficiency, under 

the requirements found in 603 CMR 4.14(2) 

31.04: Criteria for Candidacy for the Certificate of 
Mastery with Distinction 

In order to qualify as a Candidate for the Certificate of 
Mastery with Distinction, a student must score meet one 
of the following criteria: 

(1) For members of the classes of 2009 through 
2025, score "Advanced" or its equivalent on at least one 
grade 10 MCAS test subject, and score "Proficient" or 
"Advanced" or their equivalent on the remaining subjects 
tested in the grade 10 MCAS. 
(2) For members of the classes of 2026 through 
2029, score Exceeding Expectations on at least one grade 
10 MCAS test subject, and score Meeting Expectations on 
the remaining subjects tested in the grade 10 MCAS. 
Alternate advanced coursework, tests and equivalent 
scores may be determined by the Department in 
guidelines on the Certificate of Mastery. 

31.05: Criteria for the Certificate of Mastery with 
Distinction 

(1) To be eligible for the Certificate of Mastery with 
Distinction, a student must: 

(a) qualify as a Candidate for the Certificate of Mastery 
with Distinction; 

(b) demonstrate accomplishment in both 
Arts/Humanities and Mathematics/Science; and 

(c) be in good standing to graduate from the high school 
in which the student is enrolled. 

(2) To qualify for the Certificate of Mastery with 

Distinction, a Candidate for the Certificate of Mastery 
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with Distinction must submit evidence establishing that 

he or she met or surpassed the performance standards 

established in 603 CMR 31.05(3) in one of the following 

combinations of accomplishments listed below. For a 

member of the classes of 2009 through 2025, at , with at 

least one accomplishment must be in the fields of 

Art/Humanities if the Candidate did not score Advanced 

or its equivalent on the grade 10 English Language Arts 

MCAS, and at least one accomplishment in the fields of 

Mathematics/Science if the Candidate did not score 

Advanced or its equivalent on the grade 10 Mathematics 

or Science and Technology/Engineering MCAS. For a 

member of the classes of 2026 through 2029, at least one 

accomplishment must be in the fields of Art/Humanities if 

the Candidate did not score Meeting Expectations on the 

grade 10 English Language Arts MCAS, and at least one 

accomplishment in the fields of Mathematics/Science if 

the Candidate did not score Meeting Expectations on the 

grade 10 Mathematics or Science and 

Technology/Engineering MCAS: 

(a) Two SAT II exams; 
(b) Two AP exams; 
(c) One SAT II exam and one AP exam; 
(d) One SAT II exam and one Other Achievement; or 
(e) One AP exam and one Other Achievement. 
(f) Other advanced coursework determined by the 
Department in the guidelines on the Certificate of 
Mastery.  

(3) To qualify as an accomplishment for the purposes of 
603 CMR 31.05 (1) and (2), a student must meet or 
exceed the following levels of performance: 

(a) A score of three on an AP exam; 
(b) A score on an SAT II exam determined by the 
Department to be comparable to a score of three on an 
AP exam where there exist SAT II and AP exams in the 
same subject area; provided that, in subject areas where 
there are no corresponding AP exams, a student must 
achieve a score designated by the Department; 
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The Department shall review and publish the required 
minimum scores for all SAT II exams every three (3) years.
(c) A Candidate may not count both an AP exam score and 
an SAT II exam score in the same subject area as 
accomplishments for the purposes of 603 CMR 31.054(2).
(d) Other Achievements shall include, but are not limited 
to, the following: 

1. Intel Science Talent Search Competition winner;2. 

Regional, State or National Science Fair winner;3. 

Publication of writing in a competitive publication (e.g., 

The Concord Review);4. Selection for activity, beyond 

local school level, based on excellence in artistic or 

literary achievement (e.g., Greater Boston Youth 

Symphony, Boston Ballet, prize in Art Competition);5. 

Additional achievements as approved by the Department.

(4) The Department shall issue guidelines to schools 
defining the Certificate of Mastery and Certificate of 
Mastery with Distinction application process. The 
Certificate of Mastery and Certificate of Mastery with 
Distinction will be awarded to students annually on a 
schedule to be determined by the Department. 

31.07: Criteria for the State Seal of Biliteracy 

(1) School District Participation in the State Seal of 
Biliteracy Program. 

(a) School districts may award the State Seal of Biliteracy 
to students who meet the academic criteria listed in 603 
CMR 31.07(2). 

(b) A school district participating in the State Seal of 

Biliteracy program shall provide written notification to 

parents or legal guardians of all students enrolled in the 

district about the State Seal of Biliteracy program, its 

purposes, and eligibility requirements, in a language that 

the parent or legal guardian can understand  

c) A school district that awards the State Seal of 
Biliteracy shall affix the unaltered state insignia 
developed by the Department on the diploma or the 
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transcript, or both, of students who meet the 
requirements listed in 603 CMR 31.07(2). 

(2) Criteria. To qualify for the State Seal of Biliteracy, a 
student must meet all graduation requirements and the 
criteria listed in 603 CMR 31.07(2)(a) and (b). 

(a) Demonstrate a high level of proficiency in English by 
satisfying one of the following: 

1. The English Language Arts requirement of the 
Competency Determination   described in 603 CMR 
30.03(2)(a); or 

2. The English Language Arts requirement of the 
Competency Determination described in 603 CMR 
30.03(3)(a); or 

3. The English Language Arts requirement of the 
Competency Determination described in 603 CMR 
30.03(4)(a); or 

4. Students who are required to complete an 
Educational Proficiency Plan pursuant to 603 CMR 
30.03(2)(b), or 603 CMR 30.03(3)(b) or 30.03(4)(b)_to 
satisfy the requirements of the Competency 
Determination must attain a minimum score or level on 
a nationally recognized and readily available English 
proficiency assessment approved by the Department. 
The Commissioner shall determine the minimum score 
or level, which shall be comparable to the minimum 
scaled score on the grade 10 English Language Arts 
MCAS required to satisfy the requirements of the 
Competency Determination under 603 CMR 30.03(2)(a), 
and 603 CMR 30.03(3)(a), and 30.03(4)(a). 

 

 

 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: Helen Solorzano
To: MCAS
Subject: Comment on 603 CMR 30.00 & 31.00
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 4:16:39 PM
Attachments: MATSOL-603CMR-30.00-31.00.pdf

Attached is MATSOL's comment on proposed amendments to 603 CMR 30.00 & 31.00.

Helen Solorzano
Executive Director
solorzano@matsol.org

Massachusetts Association of Teachers of Speakers of Other Languages  
Promoting Equity and Excellence in the education of English Learners 

2 Canton Street, Suite B223, Stoughton MA 02072
Office: 617-820-5099 | Direct line: 781-573-8013
www.matsol.org
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From: Hogan, Monica
To: MCAS
Subject: Comments on proposed regulatory amendments
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 3:57:43 PM
Attachments: Comments on Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00 (CD requirements).pdf

Comments on Making related changes to standards for the Certificate of Mastery and the State Seal of Biliteracy
starting with the class of 2026.pdf

Hello,

Please find attached comments from BPS on "Raising the MCAS passing standard for the high
school Competency Determination" and "Making related changes to standards for the
Certificate of Mastery and the State Seal of Biliteracy". Please let me know if you have any
questions.

Best,
Monica

-- 
Monica Hogan, LCSW
Senior Executive Director, Office of Data and Accountability

Boston Public Schools  
2300 Washington Street, Boston MA 02119
Office: 617-635-9447
mhogan2@bostonpublicschools.org

Data Request Form



Office of Data and Accountability

Monica Hogan, Senior Executive Director
2300 Washington Street mhogan2@bostonpublicschools.org

Roxbury, Massachusetts 02119 617-635-9450 bostonpublicschools.org

Subject: Making related changes to standards for the Certificate of Mastery and the State Seal of Biliteracy
starting with the class of 2026
Date: June 3, 2022

In response to the Department’s request for feedback on the proposed amendment to Making Related Changes to
Standards for the Certificate of Mastery and the State Seal of Biliteracy starting with the class of 2026, Boston Public
Schools respectfully submits the below comments for consideration. Please contact Julie Caldarone, Director of World
Languages, jcaldarone@bostonpublicschools.org should any clarification be necessary.

Boston Public Schools agrees with the proposed amendment to 603 CMR 31.00, Massachusetts Certificate of Mastery
and State Seal of Biliteracy Regulations to establish new standards for the Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy for
students in the classes of 2026-2029 who meet all graduation requirements and the criteria listed in 31.07(2)(a) and (b).  It
is important that the State Seal of Biliteracy criteria align with the proposed graduation requirements to ensure
consistency and alignment with the English language competency determination as one measure of biliteracy for the State
Seal.
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2300 Washington Street mhogan2@bostonpublicschools.org

Roxbury, Massachusetts 02119 617-635-9450 bostonpublicschools.org

Subject: Making related changes to standards for the Certificate of Mastery and the State Seal of Biliteracy
starting with the class of 2026
Date: June 3, 2022

In response to the Department’s request for feedback on the proposed amendment to Making Related Changes to
Standards for the Certificate of Mastery and the State Seal of Biliteracy starting with the class of 2026, Boston Public
Schools respectfully submits the below comments for consideration. Please contact Julie Caldarone, Director of World
Languages, jcaldarone@bostonpublicschools.org should any clarification be necessary.

Boston Public Schools agrees with the proposed amendment to 603 CMR 31.00, Massachusetts Certificate of Mastery
and State Seal of Biliteracy Regulations to establish new standards for the Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy for
students in the classes of 2026-2029 who meet all graduation requirements and the criteria listed in 31.07(2)(a) and (b).  It
is important that the State Seal of Biliteracy criteria align with the proposed graduation requirements to ensure
consistency and alignment with the English language competency determination as one measure of biliteracy for the State
Seal.





assessments that will honor the intent of the LOOK Act.  In collaboration with MADESE, we 
proposed the following three goals for this pilot, to: 
 

1. 
Develop bilingual MCAS assessments for elementary grades 3, 4, and 5 in Spanish and 
Portuguese; 

2. 
Pilot bilingual MCAS administrations in English and Portuguese/Spanish to calibrate for 
standard score performance and student growth percentile calculation;

3. 
Secure partnerships to ensure linguistic and cultural responsiveness of newly developed 
MCAS tests.

Rather than raise passing MCAS scores, DESE must offer (as it did prior to the passage of 
Question 2) a bilingual version of the MCAS. A valid assessment is critical to measuring student 
achievement in Dual Language and bilingual programs.

Sincerely,
 
Phyllis Hardy, Executive Director, MABE 
Yael Zakon-Bourke, MABE
Bertha Elena Rojas, MABE, Chair of Advocacy Committee
Mary Cazabon, Assistant Director, Lesley University English Language Teacher/Parent 
Certificate Project, Graduate School of Education
Susan McGilvray-Rivet, Principal, Barbieri School, Framingham Public Schools
Fabian Torres-Ardilla, Associate Director, Mauricio Gastón Institute for Latino Community 
Development and Public Policy, University of Massachusetts, Boston
Patrick Proctor, Professor of Literacy and Bilingual Education, Boston College

-- 
Phyllis Hardy
Executive Director
Multistate Association for Bilingual Education, Northeast (MABE)
P.O. Box 281, Ashland, MA 01721
Cell Phone: 
Email: PhyllisHardy@mabene.org
MABE www.mabene.org
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June 3, 2022 
 
Jeffrey C. Riley 
Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
75 Pleasant St. 
Malden, Ma. 02148-4906 
  
Dear Commissioner Riley, 
  
MABE (Multistate Association for Bilingual Education-Northeast) is writing to urge you to reject a 
proposal to raise MCAS passing scores.  Raising MCAS scores will not resolve the concern MABE brought 
to your attention in July 2020 regarding the current use of the MCAS to evaluate bilingual students, 
schools, and programs across the Commonwealth. It would intensify, not reverse, the negative 
consequences of the 24-year MCAS experiment. The primary victims will be students who already suffer, 
especially English learners, students with disabilities, and bilingual students in dual language programs.   
 
The current English-only accountability approach continues to be at odds with districts’ desires to 
expand bilingual education. While the LOOK Act was designed to make expanding bilingual programs 
simpler for districts, using English-only MCAS testing underestimates the performance of bilingual 
students, schools, and programs.  If districts and schools are held to a monolingual accountability 
structure, then bilingual programs simply cannot reach their full potential because they are being 
evaluated as something they are not: monolingual programs. 
 
For dual language programs that promote bilingualism and biliteracy, assessing students in English only 
does not adequately reflect the instructional conditions under which students are learning. As such, the 
current monolingual assessment framework runs a considerable risk of underestimating students’ true 
understanding of language arts and content standards, resulting in bilingual schools being misidentified 
as needing turnaround intervention. Continued reliance on monolingual measures additionally makes it 
difficult for identified bilingual schools to emerge from turnaround status. 
 
We urge you to reject this proposal and focus instead on piloting a new set of bilingual MCAS 
assessments that will honor the intent of the LOOK Act.  In collaboration with MADESE, we proposed the 
following three goals for this pilot, to:  
  

1. Develop bilingual MCAS assessments for elementary grades 3, 4, and 5 in Spanish and 
Portuguese;  

2. Pilot bilingual MCAS administrations in English and Portuguese/Spanish to calibrate for standard 
score performance and student growth percentile calculation; 

3. Secure partnerships to ensure linguistic and cultural responsiveness of newly developed MCAS 
tests. 



Website: www mabene.org    Twitter: @MultistateMABE    Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MABEnortheast/ 
 

 
 
 
 
Rather than raise passing MCAS scores, DESE must offer (as it did prior to the passage of Question 2) a 
bilingual version of the MCAS. A valid assessment is critical to measuring student achievement in Dual 
Language and bilingual programs. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Phyllis Hardy, Executive Director, MABE  
Yael Zakon-Bourke, MABE 
Bertha Elena Rojas, MABE, Chair of Advocacy Committee 
Mary Cazabon, Assistant Director, Lesley University English Language Teacher/Parent Certificate Project, 
Graduate School of Education 
Susan McGilvray-Rivet, Principal, Barbieri School, Framingham Public Schools 
Fabian Torres-Ardilla, Associate Director, Mauricio Gastón Institute for Latino Community Development 
and Public Policy, University of Massachusetts, Boston 
Patrick Proctor, Professor of Literacy and Bilingual Education, Boston College 
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From:
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 2:57:22 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

As the mother of a special needs child, I cannot fathom the stress and anxiety my autistic child
would go through to meet these unrealistic expectations through a misguided exam. One test
score should not negate all the hard work my child puts in throughout this school year.
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From: Sarah Buckley
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS proposal
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 2:54:13 PM

Dear Commissioner Riley and the MA Board of Education, 
You are proposing to DOUBLE the minimum qualifying MCAS score for a competency
determination in all MCAS subject areas. What could you possibly be thinking? Such a
change would be unconscionable, coming as it does directly on the heels of a global pandemic
that resulted in major disruption to our schools and our children, not to mention the resulting
loss of learning time and connection that our students suffered during that time. We hear so
much about the growing mental health crisis amongst our children and teens. How on Earth is
doubling the minimum MCAS score helping? How is this helping your burnt out and depleted
teaching force to place even more pressure on them to help their students reach a threshold
TWICE as high as before, despite major deficits in student time spent in the classroom due to
the pandemic? These proposed changes are tone-deaf at best at this particular point in time;
they also ignore more than two decades of data that tells us that high-stakes standardized
testing does nothing to help students achieve. 
If you make these proposed changes, you will be making a decision that puts the wellbeing of
our Commonwealth's children and its schools at the BOTTOM of your list of priorities. 
I urge you NOT to decide in favor of the proposed MCAS changes. 
Sincerely, 
Sarah Buckley, Massachusetts educator for 15 years. 
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Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Ruth Medeiros
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS Graduation Requirement
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 1:54:04 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

I am a parent of two children, currently in elementary school. I am very concerned to hear of
DESE's proposal to raise the passing grade needed for MCAS in order to graduate.

Standardized tests do not and cannot measure the potential of a child. Many top universities
and colleges are moving away from these tests as a requirement of admission. Many students,
especially those with learning disabilities, will be unfairly held from graduating if this
proposal is passed. One test cannot possibly determine whether or not a student has learned the
skills and content of a subject. 

You are supposed to look out for the students. This plan is does the opposite. You will be
hurting students across the state if this goes ahead. 

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Ruth Medeiros
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From: Lisa Hendrickson
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 1:52:29 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Lisa Hendrickson 
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From: Krystal Burgos
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 12:36:08 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Melissa Lockett
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 12:32:23 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Melissa Lockett 
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From: Lisabeth Barahona
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 12:32:23 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Lisabeth Barahona 
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From: Mary Tamer
To: MCAS
Subject: Changes to the competency determination 603 CMR 30.00
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 12:22:57 PM

June 3, 2022
 
Student Assessment Office
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
75 Pleasant Street
Malden, MA 02148
 

Re: Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00, Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment System and Standards for Competency 
Determination Regulations

As the State Director of Education Reform Now Advocacy, I am writing today in 
support of the proposed amendments to 603 CMR 30.00, Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment System and Standards for Competency Determination 
Regulations.

ERNA supports education policies that enable students to obtain a globally 
competitive education that empowers them to fulfill their limitless potential. We seek 
to expand what works and to change what is broken in the public education system, 
with the interests of students and families at the center of everything we do.
 
ERNA applauds DESE’s goal of ensuring that all students who receive a diploma 

meet the state’s expectations on the 10th grade MCAS tests in English language arts, 
math, and science and technology. It is our duty to prepare students for college and 
career success, a duty we are too often failing to meet as evidenced by, among other 
things, the large number of students who require remedial classes in college. 
 
ERNA supports the proposed change to the state’s graduation requirement for the 
classes of 2026 to 2029 and urges the Board to increase the requirement for the 
classes of 2030 and beyond. The proposed regulations leave open the possibility that 
students in the classes of 2030 and those that follow  could be required to meet lower 
academic standards. ERNA believes those students should be aware of what it will 
take for them to earn a diploma in the years ahead and we support setting the pass 
score at 500. This will provide sufficient time for students, educators, and school and 



district leaders to make the adjustments necessary.   
 
ERNA acknowledges that increasing the scores required to pass the tests will cause 
fewer students to pass on their first try. We should not be afraid of high standards. 
Rather, it is incumbent upon the adults to support all students academically so they 
succeed. High standards, great teaching, and academic supports for those who need 
them will lead to greater equity compared to the current system in which passing 
scores are artificially low and the value of a Massachusetts diploma is diminished. If 
the past is prologue, students and educators will rise to the challenge and excel – and 
a diploma from a Massachusetts high school will truly mean that students are 
prepared for college and career. 
 
ERNA agrees that changes to the Educational Proficiency Plan process are also 
necessary. The EPP process has led to a two-tier system in which nearly 30% of 
students receive a diploma without meeting the state’s expectations for what a 
student should know and be able to do by the end of high school.  
 
However, ERNA opposes the proposal to exempt students from the EPP process 
simply because they are “successfully progressing” in an early college or innovation 
pathways program or take vocational-technical education classes. This could provide 
a diploma for students who attend class and receive a minimally passing grade. Such 
an exemption perpetuates this two-tier system of some students receiving a diploma 
that indicates genuine achievement while other students get the same document 
without meeting standards. Rather than lead to greater equity, this perpetuates the 
longstanding – and false – notion that voc-tech students and certain others cannot 
meet the same academic standards as their “regular” education peers.  
 
Education Reform Now Advocacy urges the Board of Elementary and Secondary 

Education to (1) raise the scores required to pass the 10th grade MCAS tests for the 
classes of 2026 to 2029; (2) require students in the classes of 2030 and beyond to 
score 500 to pass the tests; and (3) strengthen the EPP process but revise the 
proposed changes to ensure all  Massachusetts students earn diplomas that signify 
authentic and consistent achievement. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Tamer
Massachusetts State Director
Education Reform Now Advocacy



Mary Tamer
she | her | hers
Massachusetts State Director
Education Reform Now Advocacy
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June 3, 2022 

Comments of the Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education on Proposed Amendments to 
Regulations on MCAS and Competency Determination, 603 CMR 30.00 

The Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education (MBAE) strongly supports raising the statewide 
graduation requirement and recommends the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education go further 
than the Commissioner has proposed by requiring that students in the classes of 2030 and beyond 
achieve a score of 500, which means they are “Meeting Expectations.” 

Parents and students, as well as employers and the public, have the right to expect that earning a high 

school diploma means that a student has gained the skills they need to be successful in college and 

career. The state requirement that students achieve a score on the tenth grade MCAS that is aligned 

with real world expectations is a critical tool to achieve that end.  

Unfortunately, the current MCAS passing score set by the state to meet the graduation standard and 

earn a diploma is set far too low as evidenced by the fact that so many students who “pass” the test and 

earn a high school diploma are not ready for college and the workforce. The Brown University research 

that looked at 10th grade MCAS scores and future earnings showed “MCAS scores reflect academic skills 

that pay off in the labor market,” and “students scoring near the (current) passing cutoff do not fare well 

and do not appear to be college- or career-ready, on average.”  

A low passing score does the greatest disservice to students who have been historically marginalized, 

many of whom attend schools in districts with low local graduation standards for course completion or 

grades. The MCAS standard ensures that at least a minimum bar for achievement is set for EVERY 

student, and that bar should be high enough that it indicates readiness for the future.  

MBAE recommends the Board go beyond the Commissioner’s proposal which does not follow through 

on getting the graduation standard to align with ensuring that students “Meet Expectations”.  That 

would require eventually setting the pass score at 500, yet the Commissioner’s proposal would pass 

students who are only “Partially Meeting Expectations.” We accept that teachers and families may need 

time to adjust to the higher score, but we should balance that inclination with real urgency to ensure we 

establish high expectations that will advance equity and student achievement. It is unacceptable that 

the Commissioner’s proposal is only for the classes of 2026 through 2029, and makes no 

recommendations for the classes beyond that. MBAE recommends that the passing score be set at 500 

for the class of 2030 and beyond. 

Also, the Board should take steps to phase out the use of the Education Proficiency Plan (EPP) process 

which has essentially created a “second tier” standard (at 470 as proposed) for a large group of students 

(projected to be nearly 30% of all students taking the test and mostly from underrepresented student 

communities). The EPP option is inherently a watering down of the goal of having high expectations for 



all. In fact, given the lack of real state oversight and rigor within the EPP process, it has come to 

surreptitiously serve as the de facto passing score beyond which little is expected of students. This 

loophole, which, given the large number of students it impacts, truly renders the actual proposed 

passing score as meaningless.  

The Commissioner’s proposal to improve the flawed EPP process is insufficient, as it would still allow a 

large cohort of students to graduate without the state really knowing, through the use of a standardized 

assessment tool, whether these students have achieved at levels that indicate readiness for college and 

career. Allowing for a local assessment of student academic achievement, or even exempting students 

from “meeting expectations” because they participate in Early College or vocational-technical education 

programs, establishes a dual standard for graduation that undermines high expectations, creates 

inequities and lowers standards for all.  

We recommend the state raise the score students need to achieve to be eligible to use the EPP 

process to meet their competency determination from 470 to 486 starting with the class of 2030 and, 

further, that DESE phase out the EPP program entirely over the ensuing four school years. Having a 

two-tiered system with a 30-point differential on MCAS, allowing one third of students to pass with a 

lower score, far below “meeting expectations,” perpetuates a system that is not honest to students or 

their families.  

In the meantime, the state must ensure, while the program exists, that EPPs require the use of 

comprehensive, evidence-based supports to help students get on track – especially since students of 

color and low-income students are placed into EPP programs at rates that are disproportionately higher 

than their white peers are. Additionally, until it is phased out, the EPP process should include a more 

rigorous way to measure student progress toward “meeting expectations.” In fact, we recommend that 

students in the EPP program be required to continue taking the MCAS exam, if for no other reason than 

to collect data about the efficacy of EPP and other alternatives.  

There are some who will argue that raising standards will leave some students behind. It is those very 

students they cite who are the ones being left behind by the current failure to increase standards. Data 

show that with the introduction of the requirement to pass the MCAS to graduate, “educational 

attainments have increased over time, particularly for low-income students” and “many fewer students 

are failing the examinations on their first attempt.” In other words, when the bar was raised, students 

and educators rose to the challenge. With the right supports throughout their education, students will 

meet the higher standard.  

Handing out meaningless diplomas does not serve the interest of students and, worse, promotes 

inequities. A high school diploma should signal that a student has attained the academic skills and 

knowledge that they need for success in college or other post-secondary programs, or to secure a job 

that pays a family sustaining wage. A diploma not based on high standards and one’s readiness for the 

future is dishonest and misleading. 
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From: Kristina Hamel
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS scores don"t reflect skill/knowledge
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 11:12:35 AM

Dear board, 

I am a mother of two and wholeheartedly disagree with raising the score of the MCAS testing. 
There is great stress associated with taking standardized tests and as we know, one snapshot in
time is not an accurate reflection of the knowledge, skills, aptitude or effort of these children. 
If you need a data, focus on GPA which is a better reflection of the work and effort they
have put in throughout the year.  This would also be more appropriate method when giving
consideration to the children with IEP's or other learning challenges that may not test well.  

MCAS testing as a whole restricts what teachers are able to teach since their entire goal is now
to have children perform well on one test.  Please don't raise the level for something that is
already not adding value.  

Thank you, 
Kristina Hamel
Westhampton, Massachusetts



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Michael Welch
To: MCAS
Cc: Melissa Pearrow; Victor Hebert; Josh Donati; Cailen McCormick; Chris Polito; Tracey White; Amy Hicks; Ian Kelly;

Mayanne Briggs
Subject: Dedham School Committee letter regarding proposed amendments to 603 CMR 30.00
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 10:21:25 AM
Attachments: 6-3-22 Dedham School Committee Letter re MCAS Competency Determination Proposal.pdf

Friday, June 3, 2022

Dear Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Members,

Attached please find a letter from the Dedham School Committee regarding the Board's
proposed amendment to 603 CMR 30.00, Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System
and Standards for Competency Determination Regulations.

The Dedham School Committee voted in public session to unanimously support the
submission of this letter to the Board at its Wednesday, June 1, 2022 regularly scheduled
School Committee meeting.

Thank you.

Mike Welch
Superintendent
Dedham Public Schools



Dear Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Members,

We write to you today to express our serious concerns with the announced changes to the
increased required passing standard on the 10th grade MCAS and the impact this will have on
our student’s ability to graduate with a high school diploma. We urge the board to reconsider
their proposal, and at the very least postpone the implementation of these changes.

Of utmost concern is the timing. We are in year three of a once in a century pandemic, one that
has had impacts on student academic engagement and performance and on their social
emotional well-being. If the changes being proposed are enacted as planned, the requirements
will be increased for our current 8th grade students, children who have not had a typical school
year since they were in the 5th grade. If we were to use our current graduating class as a
sample or gauge, approximately 30% of students would not have received a high school
diploma under these new requirements. This is an unacceptable number of students that would
be at a serious disadvantage as they enter their post-secondary lives. Additionally, as we know
and as indicated by our state data of current MCAS performance, the impacts of such a change
would disproportionately impact our students who are traditionally marginalized, thus
exacerbating the opportunity and achievement gaps - precisely the institutional problems that
we are otherwise working so tirelessly to eliminate.

We are also concerned by the fact that this appears to be yet another mandate from the state
for which there is no guarantee of related funding to help with remediation efforts or intervention
programs. Increasing these standards at this time, with no plan to help districts in any
comprehensive way, is detrimental to everyone involved.

We hope you will reconsider this decision to reflect our current educational realities with a focus
on our students.

Sincerely,

Dedham School Committee
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From: O"Neill, Jennifer
To: MCAS
Subject: Feedback on Proposed MCAS Changes
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 10:07:41 AM

Please see the attached letter from Norton Public Schools and the Norton School Committee

MCAS Proposed Changes 

-- 
Jennifer O'Neill, Ed.D | Assistant Superintendent for Teaching & Learning
Norton Public Schools | 64 West Main Street | Norton, MA 02766
Office: (508) 285-0100 Ext. 2 | Fax: (508) 285-0199 | norton.k12.ma.us

DISCLAIMER: E-mails and any attachments from the Norton Public Schools are confidential. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to the e-mail, and then delete it without making copies or using it

in any way. No representation is made that this email or any attachments are free of viruses. Virus scanning is
recommended and is the respons bility of the recipient. 

It is the policy of Norton Public Schools to provide a learning environment free from discrimination or harassment. All students, regardless
of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, limited English proficiency, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, or housing status,

have equal access to all programs including athletics and other extracurricular activities. 
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From: Matarazzo, Robin
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS proposal
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 9:06:10 AM

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express my disagreement with the DESE proposal to raise the passing standard
on MCAS tests.   As an educator in Massachusetts for the past 5 years, I have seen first-hand
how the MCAS tests negatively impact our most vulnerable students, especially ESL
students.  It is difficult enough for our ESL students to pass these tests in English when they
haven't had the time and resources to master the language.  I have seen many students unable
to graduate because they could not pass the MCAS, even after multiple attempts.  These are
predominantly immigrant students who have been in the US for 3 years or less.  To raise the
passing standard would make it IMPOSSIBLE for many ESL students to pass and thus
graduate from high school.  I urge you to reconsider this proposal and I would further
recommend that there should be more accommodations (such as testing in home language) for
ESL learners and more opportunities to be granted waivers due to language proficiency, gaps
in learning, and learning disabilities.  

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Robin Matarazzo, LICSW

School Social Worker

Revere High School

 

 

 



Notice:  All emails sent to or from this email account are the property of the Revere Public
Schools.  All emails are archived and subject to review.  Please use student accounts
responsibly.
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From: Amina Sheikh
To: MCAS
Subject: Please don’t raise the stakes!
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 7:32:10 AM

Hi,

My name is Amina Sheikh, and I’m a teacher in Massachusetts.

I’m writing to urge you not to raise the required MCAS scores, and to encourage you to go a
step further and explore the testing policy of California, where schools are required to
administer state exams, but students are not required to take them.  Having taught in both
states, I found that we were able to collect meaningful data in California without running into
the issues of severe, widespread test anxiety that I see here in Massachusetts.

My students are still processing the global pandemic.  This week, I had 2-3 students out in
every class because of COVID.  They are dealing with complex trauma and ongoing stress,
and increasing the stakes of the MCAS now is just going to make the testing data we collect
less meaningful because stressed out students perform poorly.

Finally, I want to remind you that private school students do not have to pass the MCAS to
graduate.  As long as this massive inequity exists, we are creating a cycle in which public
school students deal with more stress and lose instructional time for tests that teachers have
argued for years are not only useless, they are also racist.

If the past two years have shown us anything, it’s that we need to build a better, more creative
approach to learning.  Let’s start now by rethinking the MCAS.

Best,
Amina
-- 
Amina Sheikh

Pronouns: she/her/hers



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Claudia Nash
To: MCAS
Subject: No MCAS
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 7:16:50 AM

DO NOT raise scores for graduation in the MCAS test.
I have taught for 20 years and have NEVER seen anything positive come of the MCAS test -
not with students, parents or school administration.
Too much pressure - lack of teaching the whole student - lack of love of learning - penalizes
the poor and classroom teachers alike.

Claudia Nash
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From: Joel T. Patterson
To: MCAS
Subject: Do NOT raise the required MCAS scores.
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2022 11:35:45 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

I am a veteran teacher and the parent of children in public schools. 
I have learned that DESE proposes to raise the score on the MCAS that students
would need to graduate.  I oppose this, and urge DESE to reconsider. After all the
stress of a pandemic, students do not need higher stakes on the MCAS. This
proposal will create more pressure on students and leave educators feeling as though
they have less time to personally connect with students.

Joel Patterson
Cambridge, MA
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From: Deborah Ferrara
To: MCAS
Subject: Comments on MCAS score proposal
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2022 11:31:52 PM

To Whom It May Concern,
I am writing as a teacher and a parent in Milford, MA. I am against DESEs proposal to
increase the passing score for all MCAS tests. In fact, it is my professional opinion that we
need a major overhaul of our assessment system in Massachusetts and this is our opportunity
to do so. 

I have been a biology teacher in Milford for my entire teaching career of 15 years (and
counting). Since I began teaching, my task as a biology teacher was to not only help my
students learn about the science of life, but also to prepare them for the MCAS exam they took
near the end of the year. It was always stressed to us teachers by our administration that the
MCAS exam was important and we needed to prepare our students for the exam to the best of
our ability. I have spent countless hours tutoring students after school, developing an MCAS
review course, completing MCAS analysis, and reviewing and modifying our biology
curriculum after the switch to the Next Gen standards several years ago. All this to say that we
have worked very hard as a department to help improve our students chances of passing the
MCAS, which represents hundreds of hours of work. 

I am against the proposal to increase the passing score for MCAS exams. The past few years
have been very difficult for our students. Many students had family members die, parents who
lost their jobs, houses that were foreclosed on, or apartments from which they were evicted. In
a normal time, this would have only been a few hundred of our students across the district, but
the sheer magnitude of this pandemic and its effects have left very few of our students
unaffected. 

The isolation of the end of the 19-20 school year when schools shut down was severely
detrimental in the mental health of our students. When we finally were able to meet with our
students virtually, the first class I met with was my AP Environmental Science class. A
handful of my students were crying they were so happy to be back together, albeit on Zoom.
During the 20-21 school year, the constant quarantines that students endured after exposures to
COVID in addition to the extended virtual schooling many districts (including my own)
switched to during the winter surge created many gaps in student learning. This year, we have
struggled to help our biology students learn the content in addition to identifying and closing
the gaps in their knowledge that occurred as a result of the 19-20 and 20-21 school years.
While this school year has been much less disrupted, there have still been issues with extended
absences by both students and teachers which have again led to difficulties in completing the
curriculum prior to the MCAS exam next week. We will be working hard over the next 3-4
years to help our students meet the current state standards and have a chance at passing the
exam at the CURRENT score. As a result of the personal challenges and interrupted learning
that has occurred during the 3 most recent school years, it would be cruel to raise the standard
beginning with the current 8th graders.

I think this year presents us with an opportunity to do a compete overhaul of the way we
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From: KM Southwick
To: MCAS
Subject: Comment for the Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00, Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System

and Standards for Competency Determination Regulations
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2022 8:59:21 PM

Good day,

I am writing with concern of the implications that would come from passing the
Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00, Massachusetts Comprehensive
Assessment System and Standards for Competency Determination Regulations
(MCAS amendments). 

First, a bit about myself. For the past six years, I have been a high school math
educator. I spent two years at Dracut High School and the past four years at Ayer
Shirley Regional High School. Most years I am primarily a teacher of sophomore level
math classes. As such, I have seen the struggles my students have each year both
inside and outside the classroom. 

While I adapt and hone my craft of teaching, I have noticed some patterns that I alone
cannot solve. Each fall I analyze the MCAS scores from the spring, and I search for
trends and seek to find areas that I need to address in the math curriculum as I teach
it throughout the year. I also look at which students struggled the most on the MCAS
test. Each year, despite the best efforts of myself and my colleagues, it is always the
same groups of students. The students who are considered high needs, the students
who have disabilities, especially in math, the students who are English Language
Learners, the students who are racially or ethnically in the minority, the students who
have financial and / or familial instability - these are the students who I always see
struggling the most.

We teach and learn, we test and retest, we target learning objectives and focus on
specific needs. Yet we still struggle. I have helped many students as they work
towards a re-test on the MCAS, having only not met the passing bar by just a couple
of points time and time again. We are all trying our best, but still some students find a
single test too much. Why should one single test determine their ability to get a high
school diploma? 

Some students find test incredibly anxiety inducing, and will not perform up to their
true potential. Some honors students are far beyond the MCAS material, well on the
track to AP Calc or AP Stats, but their classes are not able to spend as much time
reviewing what is specifically on the MCAS as some of their peers. I see their scores
lower than I know they should be because they are out of practice with the specific
topics on the MCAS test. I see students struggling with mental health issues, with
recent familial and social drama, with breakups and everything that comes with being
a teenager. I see much more in the classroom than any single test could provide.
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From: Sarah Stewart
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS Competency determination
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2022 7:02:11 PM

To Whom it May Concern,
I am writing to you out of absolute outrage at what is being asked of students in the classes of
2026-2029. I am a special education teacher of students in a substantially separate language-
based program for grades 3-5th grade and my current students will be among the first to be
impacted by the increase in requirements to pass the MCAS. I'd like to tell you about my
classroom and my students. 

My students are unique, personable, outgoing, amazing individuals. They come from a variety
of backgrounds and have a variety of different disabilities including dyslexia, ADHD,
neurological impairments, and communication disabilities. They all share a few
commonalities:
1) They are eager to learn. They desperately want to be like their peers and participate in all
the same learning experiences. They walk in every day eager to see what comes next
2) They are talented artists, athletes, scientists, social butterflies, and future leaders. They all
have unique strengths outside of the classroom that keeps them engaged with the world around
them. 
3) They have wonderfully supportive families who desperately want to see their children
succeed
4) They absolutely drive themselves into the ground on a daily basis with how hard they work
to achieve their goals
5) They cannot yet access the general education curriculum at any level 

My students are amazing. They amaze me every day with what they achieve and accomplish.
Their disabilities are not little stumbling blocks that other students with learning disabilities
may face, their disabilities are their own form of the glass ceiling. They can see the end goal,
reading, writing, and calculating along with their peers, they can see their peers achieving
these goals and moving ahead without them, but they cannot break through that barrier to
achieve their goals. Yet.

My students are learning tools, strategies, and skills that WILL help them succeed in the
world. My students do not have serious cognitive impairments that would prevent them from
earning a high school diploma, they do not qualify for the MCAS alt. They have serious
learning disabilities that will impact their ability to be successful in school. However, the state
tells them they have to take the MCAS every year. 

Last year, we spent one day per subject taking the MCAS. That was (sort of) manageable. This
year, we spend two per subject. As a 4th and 5th grade SPED teacher, that meant I spent
between 2-3 hours with my students in a small group for 10 days, plus I administered a day of
makeup MCAS for one of my students. That is instructional time lost. That was an absolute
waste of time for my students. That was a waste of time for me as a teacher. I spent all 11 of
those days up all night, wondering if my students hated me for putting them through the test.
Fortunately, it seems they have all forgiven me, but that is only because I blamed it on the



state. The department of elementary and secondary education. I do not lie to my students when
they ask me "why do I have to take this?" or "why is it so hard?" or "why can't I use the
accommodations that you give me" I do not give them platitudes like "Oh I just want to see
what you have learned" or "The principal wants to see what you have learned" because that
would be a lie. I tell them "Because the state says you have to take it and it is the law. But it
does not matter to me at all. I know you are better than this test" Because they ARE. They are
SO much better than this test.  

The MCAS is not a valuable measure of what they have learned for me, my principal, my
school, or my district. My students are among the lowest academically in the district, their
failure to pass the test is a surprise to absolutely no one. The MCAS is not "Just ONE data
point". It is not a data point. It is a waste of time, effort, and money. I did not once look at my
students' results from last year, beyond checking to see that they did not in fact pass. The
MCAS is absolutely useless information. I refuse to apologize for my opinions about the
MCAS and have told everyone I know that it is absolutely useless. 

However, my students CAN graduate from high school, someday. They have the ability to
learn the skills needed to succeed independently. And because of that, I will continue to waste
their time and mine, year after year, on this test until the day they are in 10th grade and they
are hopefully able to pass it. Changing the competency determination to make it even MORE
difficult to pass the MCAS could be robbing my amazing students of their future. You. Not
my students, not me, not their future teachers. You and only you. The Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education are robbing my students of their future. While you sit in
your offices, or even your homes, maybe never having set foot in a classroom, are going to rob
my students of their futures. What gives you that right? Who are you, to decide what is best
for my students? 

Being a special education teacher during the MCAS is terrible. I watch my students struggle
and their frustration levels rise as I do all I can to at least expose them to what they will see on
the test, then on test day, I try to reduce stress as much as possible. MCAS is finally over for
the year. For 16 more days, I feel like I can teach. I can teach my children to love learning, to
be good people, and to maximize their potential. 16 days. That’s all I get to teach the way I
know how to teach, to teach the way my students need and deserve. 

Raising the requirements to pass the MCAS is a cruel decision. It robs students of their futures
without improving academic outcomes. The entire world has been through a crushing
pandemic. My students in 4th and 5th grade have not had a “normal” year of school since 1st
and 2nd grade. That means the majority of their crucial education years were impacted by the
pandemic. This will continue to affect their outcome for years to come. Stop robbing my
students of their futures. If you want to help students and teachers, eliminate the MCAS
entirely. It is not helping our students succeed, and it is not telling our teachers what their
students know. All it is doing is robbing children of their chance to be successful. 

Eliminate the MCAS graduation requirement. Take the pressure from students and teachers
and give us back the power to do what we do best. Teach, learn, and grow. My students are
amazing children and will grow to be amazing adults. Let them prove it. 

Sarah Stewart, Special Education Teacher
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From: Brian Fitzgerald
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS cut score
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2022 6:41:56 PM

Sir/madam,

There is ample proof, easily obtained, that raising MCAS cut scores will have negative
consequences for the entire public education system that vastly outweigh any benefits. 
Students who suddenly are declared to be unfit for a high school diploma will not go away
quietly.

There is also ample proof that DESE has little interest in such realities, so kindly mark me
down as another educator to ignore for the benefit of people who care so much about
education they desperately avoid leaving their offices.

Brian Fitzgerald
parent and educator
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From: Sue Doherty (POL DIS)
To: MCAS
Cc:
Subject: Raising the scores needed to pass MCAS is unfair
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2022 4:06:05 PM

Dear Board of Elementary and Secondary,
As students affected by the proposal to raise mandatory passing scores for MCAS, 

we think that it is very unfair to certain groups of people such as students of color, students 
affected by the pandemic, students of lower socioeconomic class and students taking ESL 
and students with IEPs, in addition to all students who will be affected by it.

The first reason why schools shouldn’t raise the mandatory test scores is that it’s 
unfair to students of lower socioeconomic class and students of color or students taking 
ESL. Poorer students are unable to access as many resources because they can’t afford 
them and have a lack of resources like tutors and well-funded schools. Some schools may 
not have books in good condition and send the message that the quality of their tools 
doesn't matter. This gives them an unfair disadvantage when taking MCAS.

The next reason why it is unfair to raise the MCAS passing grade is that it gives 
students of color a disadvantage. Due to institutional racism, families of color often make 
and therefore have less money, and because of that have less access to costly resources. 
Less access to resources leads to the students being less likely to score as high, creating 
an unfair obstacle for students of color.

Students taking ESL are at a disadvantage because they might not have the English 
language skills needed to pass the test, but they may have the skills and knowledge in their 
own language. 

It will also be harder for the students with IEP’s, such as the person writing this right 
now. They already may be having trouble with their education, and MCAS will add even 
more stress to their lives.

It will be especially hard on students affected by the pandemic. These students 
missed out on a big part of two school years and slowed down their learning. They didn’t 
have the same amount of time to learn the same material as students from before the 
pandemic. 

It may cause students anxiety and low self esteem. MCAS is high stakes- it’s 
already stressful because you need to do well to pass. If a student is unable to pass, they 
may have low self esteem.

It may cause students to miss out on enrichments.  If a student doesn’t pass the test 
and they have to do extra studying, they could miss out on enrichments doing the studying. 

We hope that you consider the downsides of this proposal and think of all the 
students affected negatively if the proposal is approved.



Sincerely,

The Pollard Social Justice League
 (club members)

Sue Doherty, Sam Martyn (club advisors)
Pollard Middle School, Needham, MA

Student PII
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From: Louis Kruger
To: MCAS
Subject: Raising the MCAS Graduation Requirements Risks Widening Graduation Gaps
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2022 2:10:33 PM

Raising the MCAS Graduation Requirements Risks Widening Graduation Gaps

Massachusetts’ on-time high school graduation rate has been above the national average 
for at least three decades, due in part to being among the states with the highest parental 
education and income levels. However, Massachusetts’ overall graduation rate masks the 
state’s failure to significantly close the persistent graduation gaps for many historically 
underserved students. Furthermore, the proposal to raise MCAS graduation requirements 
may serve to further widen the graduation gaps for two particularly vulnerable overlapping 
groups, Latinx students and English learners.

In 2018-19, Massachusetts had the 5th largest graduation gap (18 percentage points) in the 
US between Latinx and White students, and the 6th largest graduation gap (26 points) 
between English learners (ELs) and non-ELLs. In addition, Massachusetts’ graduation gap 
between African-American and White students (13 points) was larger than the national 
average gap (10 points) for these groups. Similarly, Massachusetts’ graduation gap 
between economically disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged students (10 points) was 
larger than the national average gap for these students (6 points). 

Although graduation rates for these historically underserved groups have risen faster than 
the rate for all students in Massachusetts, that same trend has been evident in most other 
states. As a result, Massachusetts has made little progress on its overall graduation rate 
over almost three decades of education reform when compared to other states. 

During the three school years immediately prior to educational reform in Massachusetts 
(1990-91 to 1992-1993), the state’s average on-time graduation rate for all students* was 
the 15th highest among the 50 states. In the three most recent years prior to the pandemic 
(2016-17 to 2018-19), the state’s rank was virtually unchanged at 14th. Furthermore, in 
2018-19 Massachusetts was below the national averages of on-time graduation for ELs, 
Latinx and economically disadvantaged students. 

Given Massachusetts’ exceptionally high scores on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) and abundance of educational resources, it is all the more 
puzzling why the state has not achieved more success in helping historically underserved 
students graduate on time. 

Although the cause of Massachusetts’ large graduation gaps for underserved students 
cannot be definitively determined, the MCAS graduation requirement is a possible 
contributing factor. During the last 25 years, the largest one-year drop in Massachusetts’ 
graduation rate (1.9%) was from 2001-02 to 2002-03. The latter school year is when the 
first cohort of seniors had to pass both the English language arts and math MCAS tests to 



graduate from high school. A coincidence?

No one knows for certain if the proposal to raise the MCAS graduation requirements will or 
will not impact the graduation rate for historically underserved students. Nonetheless, two 
groups with notably large graduation gaps, Latinx students and ELs, are at particular risk if 
the proposal is approved. In the of spring 2019, 10th grade Latinx students were less likely 
to pass the MCAS tests required for graduation than any other racial/ethnic group, and ELs 
were less likely to pass these tests than any other high needs group. Moreover, despite 
ELs high participation in retests, about one-third of ELs never pass all required MCAS and 
therefore are ineligible for a high school diploma. That dismal result is unlikely to improve if 
this proposal is approved. 

During the MCAS era, Massachusetts has not improved its graduation rates appreciably 
more than our nation as a whole. In addition, Massachusetts continues to have graduation 
and NAEP score gaps that are larger than the average gaps in the US. Raising arbitrary 
passing scores on a set of multiple-choice tests is not the only possible course of action for 
addressing these problems. There are humane and empirically supported ways to improve 
the academic success of historically underserved students. The well-being of these 
students should not be put in jeopardy for the purpose of trying to revive a failed policy.

Louis J. Kruger
Professor Emeritus
Department of Applied Pschology
Bouve’ College of Health Sciences
Northeastern University

*Prior to 2011, states reported on-time graduation data to the federal government by using 
the averaged freshman graduation rate (AFGR) formula. In 2011, the transition began to 
the more accurate adjusted cohort graduation rate (ACGR) formula. During several 
overlapping years, the average difference between the two measures in Massachusetts 
was less than 1%. In this paper, data cited before 2011 were based upon AFGR. 
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Subject: public comment from AFT Massachusetts re: DESE proposal to raise the MCAS passing standard
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2022 10:30:19 AM
Attachments: AFT MA public comments to DESE MCAS June 2022 FINAL.pdf

Dear Commissioner Riley and members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education:
 
Please see the attached public comments from AFT MA President Beth Kontos re: your proposal to
raise the MCAS passing standard for a high school diploma.
 
Here are some key excerpts:
 
AFT Massachusetts firmly opposes this change. Raising the cut scores required for high school
graduation would have a harmful impact on the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable students,
impairing their futures by potentially denying these students the opportunity to earn a high school
diploma.
 
What other options exist? AFT Massachusetts supports the current EPP option as a pathway to
graduation and recommends expanding it to a larger pool of students.
 
Instead of doubling down on a flawed test that promotes inequality, please rescind your proposal to
increase MCAS cut scores and put your energies into developing more non-MCAS pathways to a high
school diploma, such as the expanded EPP option outlined [in the letter].
 
Thank you for considering these comments, and please contact Beth (copied above) or me if you’d
like to discuss these ideas further.
 
Best,
 
Dan Murphy
Director of Educational Policy
AFT Massachusetts
dmurphy@aftma.net
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June 2, 2022 
 
Jeffrey C. Riley, Commissioner 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
75 Pleasant Street 
Malden, MA 02148 
 
Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
75 Pleasant Street 
Malden, MA 02148 
 
Dear Commissioner Riley and members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposal1 to raise the passing standard (cut 
scores) for the Competency Determination (CD) on the high school English language arts (ELA), 
mathematics, and science and technology/engineering (STE) MCAS exams, starting with the 
class of 2026 (this year’s 8th graders).  
 
AFT Massachusetts firmly opposes this change. Raising the cut scores required for high school 
graduation would have a harmful impact on the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable students, 
impairing their futures by potentially denying these students the opportunity to earn a high 
school diploma.  
 
Your proposal would raise the minimum cut score to 470 on all three exams, with students 
scoring below 486 on the ELA and math exams also being required to fulfill an Educational 
Proficiency Plan (EPP) to graduate. A score of 470 is the demarcation between the “partially 
meeting expectations” and “not meeting expectations” categories, with students who score below 
470 falling into the “not meeting expectations” category. Students in this category would face the 
greatest threat from this proposal, as they would be ineligible for graduation through the pathway 
of MCAS+EPP. 
 
According to 10th grade MCAS scores from 2019 – the year before the pandemic – eight percent 
and nine percent of Massachusetts 10th graders scored in the “not meeting expectations” category 
in ELA and math respectively. Alarmingly, certain student subgroups were disproportionately 
represented in this category, including English learners, students with disabilities, economically 

 
1 As publicly posted here: https://www.doe mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=26763  
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disadvantaged students, Black students, and Latinx students. These are the students who are put 
at greatest risk by your proposal, as the table below demonstrates:  
 

Percentage of Students Scoring Below 470 on the 10th Grade MCAS: 2019 
 

Student Subgroup Percentage Scoring Below 470 (“Not Meeting Expectations”) 
 ELA Math 
   
All students 8% 9% 
   
English learners 56% 42% 
Students w/ disabilities 26% 32% 
Economically 
disadvantaged students 

18% 19% 

Latinx students 19% 19% 
Black students 16% 18% 

Source: https://profiles.doe mass.edu/mcas/subgroups2.aspx?linkid=25&orgcode=00000000&fycode=2019&orgtypecode=0&  
 
The data above show that your proposal would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s 
most vulnerable student populations, making it even harder for historically marginalized groups 
to earn a high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. It begs the 
question: How does the establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with 
DESE’s professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? Your proposal to raise the passing 
standard appears to be in direct conflict with your larger equity goals—and for that reason alone 
should be abandoned.   
 
Your proposal would cause other harms as well:  
 

• It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful 
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students; 
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not 
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 

 
• It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already 

experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and 
other societal pressures. 

 
• It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and 

school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true. The MCAS does not 
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its employment for high-stakes 
decision-making serves to stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by 
race and class.2   

 

 
2 See the research cites in AFT MA’s public comments on the Mass. school and district accountability system: 
http://ma.aft.org/sites/default/files/aft ma public comments to dese accoountability regs may 2022 final99.pdf  
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We would also like to comment briefly on your reliance on a Brown University study3 to justify 
your proposal. While that study shows a relationship between student MCAS scores and long-
term college and career outcomes, it strikes us as a textbook example of correlation, not 

causation. Two decades of data show an ironclad link between socioeconomic status and MCAS 
achievement—that is, more-advantaged students get higher MCAS scores. At the same time, 
more-advantaged students are also more likely to attend and complete college and secure high-
paying jobs, due to family-related privilege. Thus, it’s entirely predictable that there’s a strong 
correlation between MCAS scores and college/career success—the correlation is largely a 
byproduct of family advantage driving both outcomes. 
 
What the Brown study does not explain is how the mere existence of an MCAS-based graduation 
requirement causes the better educational and career outcomes or helps reduce inequality. 
Students from more privileged family backgrounds enjoyed more college and career success 
before MCAS—and, sadly, this continued to be the case after MCAS was initiated. How does the 
establishment of an MCAS-based graduation requirement (or raising the passing standard in this 
case) change that reality?  
 
The existence of unequal outcomes stemming from family background differences is a tale as old 
as time. Instead of erecting more barriers to equitable college and career outcomes, as your 
proposal would do, the focus should be on mitigating the inequalities that lead to the disparate 
outcomes in the first place. 
 
A Better Path Forward:  Expand the EPP Option to More Students 
 
If you share the concern that raising cut scores would exacerbate rather than reduce inequality, 
what other options exist? AFT Massachusetts supports the current EPP option as a pathway to 
graduation and recommends expanding it to a larger pool of students.  
 
Currently, the EPP option is only available to students who score at or above a certain cut score 
on the MCAS. Under your proposal, that cut score would be raised, restricting the EPP to 
students who fall in the lower range of the “partially meeting expectations” category. 
 
However, the EPP option could be expanded to include students who fall in the “not meeting 
expectations” category as well. If the Board and DESE were to pursue an expansion of the EPP 
option, differentiated pathways could be considered: 1) an EPP Pathway 1 for students who 
achieve a certain MCAS cut score; and 2) an EPP Pathway 2 for students who do not.  
 
An EPP Pathway 1 could look very similar to what is used now. An EPP Pathway 2 could 
incorporate all the elements of Pathway 1 but layer on additional safeguards, such as DESE 
oversight and/or approval at the outset of the plan and a detailed delineation of the courses, 
assessments, supports, interventions, and other educational and college and career plans that 
must be part of the pathway. We would recommend creating a special task force – made up of 
key stakeholder groups – to work with DESE to develop detailed guidance on an expedited 
timetable. 
 

 
3 See agenda item 2 at https://www.doe mass.edu/bese/docs/fy2022/2022-04/.  
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Finally, and of critical importance, we do not support MCAS re-takes being a required 
component of any pathway to high school graduation, including any expansion of the EPP as 
recommended above. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of valuable 
teaching and learning time, and they cause unnecessary stress and anxiety. We urge you to 
eliminate all MCAS re-test requirements from existing and proposed regulations, regardless of 
how students score on their first MCAS attempt and what category they fall into.  
 
In summary, instead of doubling down on a flawed test that promotes inequality, please rescind 
your proposal to increase MCAS cut scores and put your energies into developing more non-
MCAS pathways to a high school diploma, such as the expanded EPP option outlined above. 
Thank you for considering these comments, and please feel free to reach out with questions or 
comments. We look forward to further discussion on this topic.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Beth Kontos 
President, AFT Massachusetts 
 
 
cc: Rob Curtin, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
 Russell Johnston, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education  
 Michol Stapel, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
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MHTC Public Comment on Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00.pdf

Good morning Board members,
 
Please find attached public comment from the Mass. High Tech Council regarding the Proposed
Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00, Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System and Standards
for Competency Determination Regulations. We are grateful for the Board’s consideration of our
perspective.
 
Thank you.
 
Matt Blackbourn | Director of Policy and Research
 

 
2400 District Avenue | Burlington | MA | 01803
Mobile | Follow us on LinkedIn
 



 

June 2, 2022 

Re: Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00, Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System and 
Standards for Competency Determination Regulations 
 
Dear Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education,  

The Massachusetts High Technology Council has long supported the MCAS exam as an assessment to 
ensure accountability and measure outcomes in education. This perspective was shared by Council 
President, Christopher Anderson, during his tenure as a member and Chair of the Massachusetts Board of 
Education. 

We support raising the passing score for English Language Arts (ELA), math, and science on the MCAS 
required for graduation because doing so would: (1) better prepare our students for rigorous post-
secondary curriculum and position them for success after graduating; and (2) improve educational 
achievement to sustain our national leadership as a locus of talent for employers. While we support the 
effort to increase standards, we encourage Commissioner Riley and the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education to go further than the proposed new passing score of 486 and to set the standard at 
the minimum score for “Meeting Expectations”, 500, to take effect starting in 2030. 

The Commonwealth’s gains in education achievement over the last three decades would not have been 
possible without the MCAS and the commitment to rigorous standards that the test helps uphold. Within a 
decade of implementing the MCAS, Massachusetts climbed to the number one spot on the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in fourth- and eighth-grade math and ELA. The MCAS has 
helped Massachusetts students maintain that performance as they have held the number 1 rank on NAEP 
scores nationwide in all but one assessment year since 2005.  

That overall state success, however, belies the reality that our struggling education districts leave many 
who graduate from high school in Massachusetts today without the requisite skills for university-level 
courses and numerous career paths. This is especially true of technical occupations for which a strong 
foundation in math and science is essential.  

Many employers struggle to find workers with the skills that employers seek in new hires. According to 
the High Tech Council’s job market analytics, on average there are more than 29,000 tech job postings in 
Massachusetts but just 6,200 hires. The problem will only get worse in Massachusetts given the growing 
workforce needs to sustain the state’s expanding innovation industries, such as computing and life 
sciences. Raising standards in math and science, as well as in ELA, are an important effort to close this 
gap and to do so in a way that benefits all students, regardless of where they live. 

For the benefit of our students, we also need to calibrate standards to align with the reality of an 
increasingly competitive higher education environment and borderless labor market. Preparing 
Massachusetts students for the academic rigor of post-secondary programs, and equipping them with 
skills for demanding careers, requires a commitment to gradually raising standards.  

Raising the passing score is setting the bar at an appropriate level so that what students are taught aligns 
with increasingly demanding workforce requirements. Aligning standards with labor market expectations 

https://www.mhtc.org/technology-workforce-dashboard/
http://www.mhtc.org/


will help ensure that more students gain a deeper foundation of knowledge critical to build the 
competencies they will need to succeed. The recent research from the Annenberg Institute for School 
Reform at Brown University, which has prompted consideration of raising the passing score, shows that 
10th grade MCAS scores are effective predictors for long-term educational attainment and achievement in 
the workforce relative to other indicators of student advantage. Importantly, Annenberg’s research also 
found that students who score near the current passing score standard are not equipped with adequate 
college- or career-readiness.  

In short, the current standards don’t set up students for success or to meet the expectations of higher 
education and employment. Raising the passing score can help address that. Further, setting the minimum 
passing score at 500—the lowest for “Meeting Expectations”—is a reasonable standard to aim for, 
starting in 2030, to ensure students meet grade-level expectations. A score of 486 is not setting the bar at 
a level that will ensure Massachusetts’ students are on track for success. 

Over the last two years, a disturbing number of our students did not have adequate access to quality 
instruction. Too often those who did not have access to schooling were disproportionately pupils in 
underserved communities where long-standing inequalities have persisted. There is no question that the 
failure to meet many of our students’ needs since spring 2020 have set us back in our effort to close 
learning gaps across socio-economic and racial boundaries. That very shortcoming emphasizes how, now 
more than ever, we should not enable mediocrity—and eventual stagnation—in our standards but ensure 
that the rigor of our standards rises consistent with what students will need to be successful.   

 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Blackbourn 
Director of Policy and Research 

https://annenberg.brown.edu/sites/default/files/LiftingAllBoats_FINAL.pdf
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From:
To: MCAS; Brian.Murray@mahouse.gov; Ryan Fattman
Cc:
Subject: MCAS requirement proposal
Date: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 4:51:17 PM

Hello,

I am writing today about the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s
proposal to increase the graduation requirements for the MCAS test. I was one of the
students who took the original MCAS, though I was fortunate enough that it was not
yet a graduation requirement. Even then, I knew that there were problems with
requiring students to pass a single test in order to receive a high school diploma.
Now, as a parent to members of the graduating classes of 2023 and 2026, I have
come to loathe this test and recognize how severely problematic it really is. 

As a high school student 20 year ago, the MCAS was presented as a test that would
determine whether we were learning enough to succeed in college and the world as
adults. I didn’t understand then, and still don’t, how testing in 2-3 subjects could
possibly determine readiness for college or the workforce. I especially didn’t
understand how a few tests could determine this better than our teachers who worked
with us every day to a much deeper degree than any test could ever capture.
Practicing for and taking the test itself simply took away from classroom time that
could have been spent learning new material or gaining a better understanding of
material we were already working on. 

As a parent, I have watched my children struggle with this test since their earliest
school years. My children, and many others, dread MCAS test days. They feel
anxious to the point of physical illness at times in relation to MCAS testing. As early
as the third grade, children are expected to sit at a computer for several hours while
taking these tests. They spend hours, sometimes days, preparing for this test, taking
away from classroom time that could be spent on broadening their education. My
children have each had their own struggles in school, and the MCAS only makes
those struggles more difficult. Knowing that he could not receive a high school
diploma without passing the MCAS, my child has expressed that he would rather drop
out of school and obtain a GED than accept a lip-service certificate.

The MCAS has never been an accurate predictor of how much our children are
learning, or how well our teachers are doing their jobs. It takes away classroom
learning time and puts undue and unfair stress on students, teachers, and families.
The only thing that increasing the graduation requirements for this test will do is to
hurt even more students, especially students of color and students with disabilities
who are already at a disadvantage. I urge everyone who may have a say in this
decision to reject this proposal, and eventually to do away with this biased testing



altogether.

Thank you,
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From: Marcotte  Sarah
To: MCAS
Subject: Public comment on the raising of the MCAS score for graduation requirement
Date: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 3:04:45 PM

To whom it may concern;

Our names are  and we are th grade students at University Park Campus
School in Worcester, Massachusetts.  For our th grade  Project we researched racism in standardized testing.  We looked at
how the racial education gap is partially caused by bias in standardized testing.  We presented our results to the Worcester School
Committee.

The Worcester School Committee told us that the state is considering raising the passing score for MCAS.  We don't agree with that
because standardized tests can be biased.  Also there are students in our school that work hard and get good grades yet can't pass the
MCAS.  These kids and their families are living under the constant stress of not graduating.  

We do not support raising the passing score for MCAS and below is our slide presentation explaining why.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ksJ5uQFUeWxz9_ijLWTHG2hhChaLTSu057_WmumXeoM/edit#slide=id.g130c63baabd_0_1425

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

This is an email account managed by the Worcester Public Schools, Worcester, MA.  This email and any files transmitted with it are 
confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in 
error, please notify the sender.
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From: Sara Hamerla
To: MCAS
Subject: Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00
Date: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 2:43:31 PM

To MADESE Board:

These comments do not represent the Waltham Public Schools, but rather one educator
with years of experience in many contexts. 

I am writing to provide input to the proposed amendment to 603 CMR 30.00. This would
establish a new competency determination standard in English language arts, mathematics,
and science and technology/engineering for students in the classes of 2026–2029.

Board members expressed particular interest in comments on:

The proposed new standard for students in the classes of 2026–2029,
Whether a standard should be set now for students in the class of 2030 and
beyond, and if so, whether the standard should be Meeting Expectations on the
high school MCAS exams, and
The proposed changes to the Educational Proficiency Plan and other supports for
students' academic success.

My question: Why are you seeking to make the following change?
(4) Students in the graduating classes of 2026 through 2029 must satisfy one of the following
two conditions in both English language arts and mathematics to earn a competency
determination:

(a) meet or exceed the threshold scaled score of 486 on the English Language Arts and
Mathematics grade 10 MCAS tests, or

(b) meet or exceed the threshold scaled score of 470 on the English Language Arts and
Mathematics grade 10 MCAS tests and fulfill the requirements of an Educational
Proficiency Plan.

English learners in our district (and all the districts I have worked in throughout my
career) are very diligent. They try their best to acquire English as rapidly as possible.
While acquiring vocabulary, syntax, and pragmatics in a new language, they are
also learning content area knowledge. This process takes time. We administer the
ACCESS annually to measure growth in English. For students who are not meeting
state targets, we write English learner success plans (ELSPs). These are created
together with students and families. We include the family's funds of knowledge
and the student's strengths in each plan. In the proposed amendments, there is no
mention of multilingual learners. Many of these English learners retake the MCAS
multiple times to pass. They don't give up! However, external factors sometimes
push students out of school before they can pass the MCAS and earn a diploma.
These external factors include: becoming a caregiver for a family member, being



independent and paying your own rent and expenses, suffering with mental or
physical health issues, and encountering systemic racism. 

We have an increasing number of Students with Limited or Interrupted Education
(SLIFE) enrolling in our schools. We have researched how to best serve this
population and are implementing programming and services to teach literacy and
mathematics with the Mutually Adaptive Learning Paradigm (MALP) approach. 

Please mention the needs of English learners, including SLIFE, in your amendments.
They cannot be erased or discarded. In Massachusetts, we have raised the bar for
all learners and have a renowned system of public education. Former English
Learners (FELs) are successful in classrooms, on MCAS, in higher education, and as
contributing members of society. Let's not close the door to opportunities for our
English learners to reach their dreams. 

Respectfully, 
Sara Hamerla, Ed.D.
Administrator of the Multilingual and ELL Department
Waltham Public Schools

Sara Hamerla, Ed.D.
Administrator of the Multilingual and ELL Department
Waltham Public Schools
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 11:37:39 AM

From: Kelly Hughes
Sent: Thursday, May 26, 2022 9:28 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Kelly Hughes 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 10:00:26 AM

From: Samantha Curtis <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, May 30, 2022 10:47 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Samantha Curtis 
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From: Lindsay K
To: MCAS
Subject: Don"t raise MCAS cut-offs
Date: Friday, May 27, 2022 11:24:28 AM

Hello, 

I'm writing to oppose the proposal to raise the minimum score to pass MCAS. 

I'm a parent of two children in Massachusetts public schools. There is enough emphasis on
this test. We do not need to give it even more power. 

The passing scores are already arbitrary. They are not based on any observable connection
between test score and college or workplace readiness. That means that raising the passing
score is nothing more than a mechanism to look tough and hold more students back. 

Standardized tests are infamous for being skewed toward success by white students. Unless
and until this can be remedied (and it hasn't been so far), the tests should be given less
emphasis, not more. 

Finally, students and teachers have all been through more than two years of a pandemic, with
accompanying social upheaval, isolation, remote schooling, and possibly deaths in their
families or communities. This is the worst time to arbitrarily raise the passing score of a
standardized test. 

What struggling students need is not a harder test. They need more support, socially, often
economically, emotionally, and academically. Raising a test threshold is an empty gesture that
is easier and cheaper than offering what students really need. 

Massachusetts has some of the best public schools in the country. We should be leading the
way, not falling back on tried-and-failed approaches.

Sincerely, 

Lindsay Koshgarian
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From: Jendi Reiter
To: MCAS
Subject: Opposing the new MCAS score standards
Date: Friday, May 27, 2022 10:51:57 AM

Hi, I'm the parent of a 4th grader in Northampton, and I am writing to oppose the new DESE
proposal that would withhold high school diplomas unless students meet a threshold for
MCAS scores. Standardized testing is a limited and often economically biased measure of
achievement that should not outweigh the hard work that students do in school. As the child of
two now-retired public school teachers, I've had decades to observe the pros and cons of
different educational measures. Let's not further burden the kids who are coming out of the
trauma of the pandemic.

Thanks for your consideration.

Jendi Reiter

(they/he)
Editor of WinningWriters.com 

 
"Things are not what they appear to be: nor are they otherwise." --Surangama Sutra

New poetry collection! Made Man (Little Red Tree Publishing)
"A mix of somber moments and charming wit, Reiter’s collection makes space for humor in
the maelstrom of navigating gendered experiences." --American Library Association's
Rainbow Round Table Reviews









of students, teachers, and schools.  We must move on from this mindset.  The beneficial data 
that MCAS has provided over the years – in particular, the educational gaps that may exist for 
various subgroups – can still be measured using authentic performance tasks administered at 
the local level, particularly if some are developed on a statewide basis. It is time Massachusetts 
joins the other New England states in shifting assessment practices to measure and provide 
explicit feedback on competencies aligned to the Frameworks. 

In the best interests of all of our students, we encourage the Board to reject the 
Commissioner’s proposed amendments on competency determination – and, in fact, to move 
in the opposite direction of removing standardized test performance altogether from high 
school graduation requirements.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jesse Carpenter   Kristina Farina 
Mt. Everett Regional School  Monument Mountain Regional High School 

Gregg Brighenti   Michael Knybel 
Lee Middle and High School  Lenox Memorial Middle and High School 

Henry Duval    Matthew Bishop 
Pittsfield High School   Taconic High School 

Aaron Robb    Jacob Schutz 
Wahconah Regional High School Mt. Greylock Regional School 

Tim Callahan   
Drury High School  
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Thursday, May 26, 2022 3:42:39 PM

From: Ananda Gagnon <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 9:14 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Thursday, May 26, 2022 3:42:32 PM

From: Katherine Sugg Martinez <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 9:18 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams.

As a high school ELL teacher, I am personally horrified by this proposal and outraged on
behalf of my students. So many of my students are brilliant and talented bilingual (or
trilingual!) young people who work incredibly hard just to pass the MCAS with its current
standards. For most of them, the MCAS becomes more of an English proficiency test than
a test of content knowledge or academic competency. Before you judge them for this
reality, I ask any of you on the board to attempt taking a standardized test in your second
language. It is an impressive feat for an ELL student to pass the MCAS as it is. We must
keep the MCAS at its current standards, which are already extremely rigorous for all
students in the state, and especially rigorous for those who speak English as a second or
third language. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would jeopardize my students' chance at a future. Recent
10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant percentages of English
learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black students, and Latinx
students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal would make it even
harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a critical gateway
to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to a high school
diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and social equity?
And I ask you personally, how will you live with your decision if you pass this proposal,
knowing the direct effect it will have on the trajectory of so many lives? 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Thursday, May 26, 2022 3:42:26 PM

From: Christopher Bishop <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 9:36 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Christopher Bishop 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Thursday, May 26, 2022 3:41:52 PM

From: Itzel Lopez Pantoja <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, May 26, 2022 9:23 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Thursday, May 26, 2022 3:39:46 PM

From: Brian Casey <brian.casey@lawrence.k12.ma.us>
Sent: Thursday, May 26, 2022 12:31 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Brian Casey 
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From: Kelly Hughes
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Thursday, May 26, 2022 9:28:50 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Kelly Hughes 
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From: Itzel Lopez Pantoja
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Thursday, May 26, 2022 9:23:06 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Viviane Freitas
To: MCAS
Subject: Proposed Amendment
Date: Thursday, May 26, 2022 9:09:09 AM
Attachments: Standardized Portuguese test for 4th grade student.pdf

Portuguese placement Answer sheet.pdf

Resending this, hopefully, will help determine the turnout for this amendment.

To Whomever It May Concern:

I would like to express my immense disappointment with the lack of attention given to
non-English speakers for the MCAS tests. I am an English as a Second Language teacher. I
currently teach English Learners (ELs) in grades 5-8. This time of year brings back memories
of past struggles, similar to the one I am facing now. I disagree completely with the
“accommodations” given for ELs, while the accommodations fit perfectly for Former English
Learners (FELs), I don’t consider them useful for students who don’t know at least some basic
English.

As I sit here and watch my students struggle to understand the language in their math
MCAS, my heart breaks as they try to understand the numbers blended by so many English
words. One student raised his hand, his eyes clearly demonstrating his level of anxiety as he
tries with all his strength to figure out what operation needs to be done. See, this student is
actually very good at math. When given the proper accommodations, he presents grade-level
knowledge and skills. His only obstacle is the fact that he arrived in the United States in
January of THIS YEAR. A word-to-word dictionary as an accommodation for a student of this
nature is not only unfair, it does not assist in any way whatsoever. Unless the student
understands some English, it is physically impossible to translate every word for the questions
and answer options.

At the high school level, students can take the test in either English or Spanish, how is
that fair? So, If my student was privileged to have come from a Spanish-speaking country, he
is given the gift of taking a math test in which he or she understands the problems. In the
district I work for, there are over 200 English Learners, about 95% of them speak Portuguese.
Because of this, the district has hired four professionals that speak fluent Portuguese and
English. I am one of them. We proctor the MCAS in small groups. The accommodations allow
me to read the administrative instructions in their native language. While that is great, it
becomes useless when the student asks me to translate a question (all they want is to
UNDERSTAND the question) and I am forced to tell them that I cannot. The students are
forced to take a test, that they fully understand the seriousness of, while being practically
blindfolded.

The district I work for is such a small district, yet they have taken every measure to
accommodate this increase in ELs that we have had in the last few years. The English as a
Second Language department works closely with content area teachers so that learning
opportunities are fair for everyone. Every year, we look at what strategies worked and how we
can improve to fit our teaching to a more universal design for every type of learner.

The MCAS may be a great way to access student learning and for district evaluation.



However, to effectively do this, and to be fair to all students, changes need to be made. The
testing logistics and accommodations need to be looked at if assessing student knowledge is
actually the goal.  Any teacher who has gone through the experience of testing newcomers can
attest that giving the same test that is given to anyone to an EL is not in any way fair.  

 

Sincerely,

Viviane Freitas

P.S. I have attached a standardized test for a 4th-grade level student in
Portuguese. Please use this word-for-word
dictionary: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/portuguese-english/  to
answer just the first question from the test. I have also attached the answer sheet so that
you may check your answer. This should give you a glimpse of what these children are
going through.  
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1 B 27 B 53 B

2 C 28 C 54 C

3 B 29 D 55 C

4 A 30 D 56 D

5 B 31 B 57 B

6 D 32 C 58 B

7 C 33 A 59 C

8 B 34 B 60 B

 9 D 35 C 61 A

10 B 36 B 62 C

11 C 37 D 63 D

12 B 38 A 64 D

13 D 39 B 65 C

14 A 40 A 66 D

15 A 41 D 67 B

16 D 42 C 68 D

17 B 43 B

18 D 44 B

19 C 45 A

20 D 46 C

21 A 47 B

22 A 48 D

23 A 49 D

24 B 50 A

25 D 51 B

26 B 52 C

Gabarito
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From: Christopher Bishop
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 9:37:02 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Ananda Gagnon
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 9:14:59 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Sheehan, Marie T (DESE) on behalf of ESE Public Records Requests
To: MCAS
Cc: ESE Public Records Requests
Subject: FW: MCAS
Date: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 1:06:01 PM

Good afternoon MCAS: Directing an email for your review. Please respond to Ryan Bowles. Best,
Marie
 

From: Bowles, Ryan  
Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 9:49 AM
To: ESE Public Records Requests <ESE.RAO@mass.gov>
Subject: MCAS
 

 

Hello
 
I am wondering why mcas is still a thing. I don't think it relates to people when they get out of
school. I think they should either get rid of mcas or get rid of it for graduation because at my school
you have to pass it to graduate. 
 
--
 
Thank You
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 7:46:31 AM

From: Ellen Mandel-Steiner <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 8:33 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to







CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: T Collins
To: MCAS
Subject: Re: DESE MCAS mandates.
Date: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 8:02:45 PM

On Tue, May 24, 2022, 7:52 PM T Collins  wrote:
MCAS should be suspended until the instatushnal raisest formula of state funding of our
schools is corrected. Special education state mandates should be fully funded, bilingual
education state mandates should be fully funded , state mandated  transportation should be
fully funded, along with all DESE policies that require school districts increas cost should be
fully funded . MCAS does not measure student growth and has been harmful to
students,teachers and school districts  that are impacted by the unfunded and underfunded
state/DESE mandates.
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From: T Collins
To: MCAS
Subject: DESE MCAS mandates.
Date: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 7:52:33 PM

MCAS should be suspended until the instatushnal raisest formula of state funding of our
schools is corrected. Special education state mandates should be fully funded, bilingual
education state mandates should be fully funded , state mandated  transportation should be
fully funded, along with all DESE policies that require school districts increas cost should be
fully funded . MCAS does not measure student growth and has been harmful to
students,teachers and school districts  that are impacted by the unfunded and underfunded
state/DESE mandates.



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 10:52:31 AM

From: Kate Werner <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 9:50 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 8:26:49 AM

From: Lisa Rowsel
Sent: Sunday, May 22, 2022 4:14 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Lisa Rowsell 
 

 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:56:15 AM

From: Amy Wallace <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2022 4:10 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Amy Wallace 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:54:50 AM

From: Brant Duncan 
Sent: Thursday, May 5, 2022 4:17 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Brant Duncan 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:54:44 AM

From: Amy Brown
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:20 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Amy Brown 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:54:36 AM

From: Katrina Gross <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 12:29 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Katrina Gross 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:54:29 AM

From: Sarah Tenore <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 12:34 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:54:17 AM

From: Kathy Delaney <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 1:01 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Kathy Delaney 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:54:08 AM

From: Jeffrey Robinson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 1:43 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Jeffrey Robinson 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:54:02 AM

From: Bettina Tamilio <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 3:32 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Bettina Tamilio 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:51:22 AM

From: Melanie Tamberino <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 3:33 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Melanie Tamberino 
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Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:51:16 AM

From: Laura Mckenna
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 3:41 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Laura Mckenna 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:51:11 AM

From: Omayra McDonald <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 4:06 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Omayra McDonald 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:51:01 AM

From: Amy Bates <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 4:09 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:50:54 AM

From: Ann Berman <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 4:26 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:50:50 AM

From: Michelle Rosa <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 4:33 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:50:40 AM

From: Colleen Hart 
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 4:49 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Colleen Hart 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:50:33 AM

From: Robin Monaco <rmonaco@nashobatech.net>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 6:47 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Robin Monaco 
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Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:50:27 AM

From: Brenda Alicea <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 6:56 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:50:20 AM

From: Kathleen Abbott <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:12 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Kathleen Abbott 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:50:09 AM

From: Lauren Giordano <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:24 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Lauren Giordano 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:50:02 AM

From: Christine Moyer <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:25 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:49:57 AM

From: Yvonne Sewell <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:23 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:49:48 AM

From: Tamira Lowry <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 11:34 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:49:33 AM

From: Melinda Modugno <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 6:52 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school.

Even contemplating this after a pandemic (let alone at all) displays how far removed from
the classroom and students you all are. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:49:25 AM

From: Paul Christian <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 10:10 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:49:16 AM

From: Jennifer Kyles <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 11:30 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:49:02 AM

From: Courtney Charon 
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 11:43 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Courtney Charon 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:48:46 AM

From: santina turowski <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 11:44 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:48:36 AM

From: Bob Collins <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 12:02 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Bob Collins 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:48:27 AM

From: Caitlin Gaffny <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 12:09 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:48:17 AM

From: Miriam Rodriguez-Fusco <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 12:11 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:48:08 AM

From: Susan Orr-Lynch <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 1:00 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:47:58 AM

From: Donna LaPierre <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 1:32 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Donna LaPierre 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:47:46 AM

From: Sylvaine Lestrade 
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 1:33 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:47:36 AM

From: Erik Berg <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 1:38 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:47:23 AM

From: Brenda Chaney 
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 1:45 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Brenda Chaney 
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Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:47:15 AM

From: Layla Cable <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 2:25 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:46:47 AM

From: Jared Smith <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 2:55 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:46:39 AM

From: Michaella Chung <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 3:15 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am a Boston teacher and resident and I am firmly opposed to the proposal from the
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard
on the high school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal,
students starting with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing
standard (or cut score) to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high
school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:45:34 AM

From: Aamina Mian <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, May 8, 2022 10:15 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:44:34 AM

From: Marie-Eve Vecchiarello <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, May 8, 2022 3:09 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:44:25 AM

From: Matthew Ruggiero <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, May 8, 2022 4:18 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams.

I don't understand the the Department or the Board's focus on standardized test scores at a
time when we are still working through the trauma of the pandemic. It seems a priority that
is far away from the lived experiences of students, families and educators. There is much
that the Board could be doing to help improve public education in Massachusetts, such as
by advocating for the full implementation of the Student Opportunity Act, examining policies
that could reduce segregation in the state, or supporting alternatives to the high stakes
testing regime that has not supported the growth of students, schools, or districts.

I was at one time encouraged by the Commissioner's promise to emphasize deeper
learning and authentic assessment as a next step in education reform in Massachusetts. At
the time he presented "Our Way Forward," it seemed like an opportunity for Massachusetts
to beyond its system rigid rank and punish by narrow measures.

It would be a mistake at this time to double-down on test scores as main target for
educational efforts. This undermines authentic learning, narrows our understanding and
valuing of schools, students, and education.

Thank you, 
Matthew Ruggiero 
Boston, MA

Matthew Ruggiero 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:44:17 AM

From: Lisa Giurado <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, May 8, 2022 6:15 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Lisa Giurado 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Disapproval for increasing the threshold for passing MCAS scores - we need LESS testing, not more!
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:44:09 AM

From: Anna Duey <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, May 8, 2022 7:23 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Disapproval for increasing the threshold for passing MCAS scores - we need LESS testing,
not more!
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

Hello-

I am a current high school Biology teacher who works with freshmen students from
disadvantaged backgrounds. I already have significant issues with the MCAS and how it
has affected my students, and the proposal to increase the passing score will only heighten
those problems.

First, I work with many students who are still learning English. For them, how well they can
answer the overly wordy and complicated questions of the MCAS have little relevance to
how much they understand of the standards. I have many students who will ask me good
questions and show a deep understanding of the material in class who cannot understand
what a test question is asking and will therefore do poorly on the science MCAS, despite
their natural inclination towards science. Missing these questions hampers their motivation
to learn and causes them to get frustrated and give up - nothing is more disheartening as a
teacher than to be forced to give students coursework that you know will make them feel
dejected. Biology does not become a class where they can be excited to learn - it becomes
another obstacle they need to overcome in order to get a diploma.

Second, giving my students the skills necessary to pass the test often boils down to
hammering in a few basic facts over and over, telling them what words to seek out in the
questions, and spending multiple classes teaching them cookie cutter ways to answer open
responses. Teaching them test taking strategies subtracts from time they could be doing
meaningful work and deepening their understanding of biology. Multiple times during
department meetings, we have had to give up on community projects, project-based
learning, and other enriching opportunities for students because we don’t have the time -
we need more time to prepare them for the test, so we give up on the things that make



learning meaningful. There is no universe in which having the students do practice multiple
choice questions for 55 minutes is more valuable to them becoming informed and engaged
citizens than using that time on community based projects, and yet the MCAS test routinely
forces us to prioritize the former over the latter.

The issue with the MCAS is not that it is too easy to pass. The issue with the MCAS is that
it is set up to disadvantage a large group of students and further disinterest them in
learning. Raising the bar for passing means my biology class will become nothing more
than a test prep class, because the pressure on this one exam will necessarily increase. If
that happens, I doubt I can see my career in education continuing. Please do not raise the
standard for passing- instead, focus on finding alternative ways for students to show
mastery of the material.

Thank you.

Anna Duey 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:44:02 AM

From: Al viera <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, May 8, 2022 7:54 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Al viera 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:43:54 AM

From: Cole Silva <
Sent: Sunday, May 8, 2022 8:47 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Cole Silva 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:43:44 AM

From: Lauren Manley <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, May 8, 2022 9:53 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:43:37 AM

From: Jennifer Cahill <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 5:18 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:43:30 AM

From: Michael Gordon <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 6:53 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:43:22 AM

From: Helen Psallidas Mihos <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 9:23 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Helen Psallidas Mihos 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:43:04 AM

From: Alexa Salvato <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 10:08 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to urge you to oppose the proposal from the Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class
of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school.

Using the MCAS as the standard for graduating high school is already an inaccessible
measure for many students. As a special education teacher, and one who previously
worked in a substantially separate setting with students with cognitive and intellectual
disabilities, I know it is incredibly unfair that some of my brightest and most dynamic
learners will never be given a full high school diploma just because the MCAS-Alt Portfolio
is a better fit for them than the traditional exam. In many cases, the portfolio is more
thorough than standardized exams could never be, and they often demonstrate significant
growth; that growth not being honored with a high school diploma is incredibly unfair. This
will continue to impact their opportunities for employment and higher education later in life.
For special education students in the inclusion setting, raising the cut scores would also do
tremendous harm.

As the evidence has already proven, raising the cut scores would jeopardize the futures of
the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS
results (2019 and 2021) show that significant percentages of English learners, students
with disabilities, low-income students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the
proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically
marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career
success. How does the establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with
the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and social equity?





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:42:51 AM

From: Nora Dyer-Murphy <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 10:33 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:42:44 AM

From: Jason Murphy <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 11:45 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

Please listen to Citizen's for Public Schools. This is a terrible time to turn up the crank on
MCAS pressure in schools. The tests already are too costly. Students hate them. Teachers
hate them. No one uses them to assess policy.

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:42:33 AM

From: Maggie Dyer <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 12:16 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:42:32 AM

From: Vatsady Sivongxay <
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 12:31 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Vatsady Sivongxay 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:42:20 AM

From: Jennifer Mau <
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 12:59 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Jennifer Mau 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:42:13 AM

From: milagros heredia <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 2:16 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

milagros heredia 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Please say No to proposed MCAS changes
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:42:02 AM

From: Charlene Gay <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 6:24 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Please say No to proposed MCAS changes
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I want to be honest, the text below is probably something you have seen already, and when
I have received these auto-generate letters as a School Trustee it can become easy to file it
in either the yes or no folder and use it just to quantify public opinion as you look at other
metrics that will inform your decision-making process. The nice thing about the template is
that it explains in better terms than I could the various ways raising the bar for passing
MCAS can hurt the children of our commonwealth.

But personally, I have a son . I dread
MCAS season. The school brings in therapy dogs, the teachers do breathing exercises, a
list of how to lessen anxiety the night before is distributed, a list of tutors posted on a parent
Facebook page. Practice tests are provided to help kids, who are just figuring out how to
write full sentences, be graded by a computer. Did I mention this is elementary school?

And now, those kids who breathed a sigh of relief that they eked by, because standardized
tests leave no room for an individual’s unique learning situation, are going to fail. I know a
number of intelligent, hardworking and engaged people who had to abandon their career
dreams because the SATs beat them down. It was at a loss to those career fields. And now
we are doing it in elementary and secondary education, and all it does is tell to those kids
even the state thinks they aren’t good enough. Marginalized kids are most likely getting
enough of that in life already, they don’t need the state to put a fine point on it.

There is a reason prominent colleges and universities are dropping standardized testing
requirements for admission, and it’s not because our state does such a swell job gauging
intelligence with MCAS for them.

I don't pretend to know all the nuance of the proposed changes, nor how you came to
where you stand on your decision. My vote is to get rid of MCAS all together and allow our

Student PIIStudent PII



education experts to evaluate our students. There are other ways measure standards
competency than standardized testing. There should be more pathways to graduation, we
owe that to our kids.

Charlene Gay

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 



Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Charlene Gay 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:41:53 AM

From: Jessie Des Forges <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 10:21 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:41:46 AM

From: Sheila ONEIL 
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 1:30 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Sheila ONEIL 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:41:35 AM

From: Lauren Smith <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 2:28 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Lauren Smith 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:41:12 AM

From: Jamie Ghaffar <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 4:15 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class
of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:41:05 AM

From: Theresa Picarella-Benitez <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 9:16 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Theresa Picarella-Benitez 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:40:56 AM

From: Greg Slawson <
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 9:27 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Greg Slawson 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:40:50 AM

From: Nina Davidson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 11:00 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Nina Davidson 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:40:43 AM

From: Stephanie Bielagus <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2022 10:07 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:40:31 AM

From: Sue Mosley <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, May 15, 2022 7:24 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Sue Mosley 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:40:23 AM

From: Heather Levine <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2022 10:56 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:40:15 AM

From: Lily Huang 
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2022 2:54 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Lily Huang 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:40:08 AM

From: Patti Mendonca <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2022 6:55 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Patti Mendonca 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:39:56 AM

From: Amy Butterworth <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 7:35 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click
on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan  Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: do not raise cut scores on the MCAS
Date: Thursday, May 19, 2022 4:17:05 PM
Attachments: Please do not raise cut scores on MCAS.docx

From: 
Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2022 3:24 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: do not raise cut scores on the MCAS
 

Hello Members of the Board of Education,

I am attaching a letter asking you to reconsider raising cut scores on the MCAS.  It will bring harm to many of our most vulnerable students and will not
improve the educational experience you say you want for our chidlren.

Thank you.

Doug Selwyn

Doug Selwyn

My new book, 
At he Center of All Possibili ies: Transforming Educa ion for Our Children's Future is now out.  Available from Peter Lang
website:  https://www.peterlang.com/document/1166664
and 
Amazon https://www amazon.com/Center-All-Possibilities-Transforming-Counterpoints/dp/1433194651/ref=sr 1 1?
crid=JCTZ5GWOV89V&keywords=at+the+center+of+all+possibilities%2C+selwyn&qid=1652912055&sprefix=at+the+center+of+all%2Caps%2C72&sr=8-
1



 

Hello Members of the Board of Education. 

You are pushing to raise cut scores on the MCAS under the banner of improving education.  Let 
me ask you a few questions.  Are you raising the amount of money you are providing to schools, 
particularly schools located in low-income neighborhoods so that all students are being well served and 
experiencing an equivalent education no matter where they attend?  Are you providing resources for 
teachers so that they don’t have to buy classroom supplies out of their own pockets?  Are you providing 
all children with nutritious breakfasts and lunches all year long so that some students do not go hungry 
over weekends and holidays and are in school ready and able to learn?  Are you providing up to date 
curricular materials for all students? Are you providing functional, ongoing professional development for 
teachers, including helping them to learn how to address the trauma, racism, and inequality their 
students bring with them into their classrooms?  Are you providing all students with access to high 
quality health care no matter what their income level?  Are you taking active steps to make sure that 
students are coming to school ready and able to learn, which means that they have a secure place to 
sleep, have adequate food, clothing, and shelter, access to the internet, housing that is free from lead 
poisoning and other toxins, and safe streets?  Are you offering students an engaging school curriculum 
that prepares them for their future rather than a deadened test prep curriculum that prepares them for 
nothing? 

If you are not taking these steps, and the many more that would lead to a more just and equal 
society, this move to raise test scores is a cynical sham that punishes those who already have the least.  
You blame the victims, children, teachers, and families for not measuring up to the performance of 
students in wealthier communities who attend schools with superior resources, buildings, and tools for 
learning.  There is significant research to show that much of what happens at school is determined or 
heavily influenced by out of school factors such as inequality, racism, poverty, family or neighborhood 
trauma, hunger, a lack of opportunity, and more.  See for example, the work of Richard Wilkinson and 
Kate Pickett (2009) and David Berliner (2009) on the impact of out of school factors on learning.  If you 
really believe that our public schools offer our students a level playing field, and that comparing test 
scores of children attending schools in the poorest neighborhoods with those children of privilege is 
valid, then you are proving how out of touch you are and how unfit you are to serve on the Board of 
Education.  If you really believe that the test scores of those students attending schools in the wealthiest 
and best resourced districts are a true indication of the quality of the teaching and learning that goes on 
in our schools in the poorest communities, with the highest percentages of students whose first 
language is not English, then again I would argue that you provide evidence of how unfit you are to 
serve on the board.   

  

Raising cut scores makes for a good sound bite that makes it sound like you are doing something about 
education, but it’s a shameful act that will lead to more crisis and harm for our children.  Please 
reconsider your decision. 

Works Cited: 

Wilkinson, R. & Pickett, K.  (2009).  The Spirit Level.  Bloomsbury Press. 



Berliner, D.C.  (2009, March 9).  Poverty and Potential: Out-of-School Factors and School Success.  
National Education Policy Center.  Retrieved from https://nepc.colorado.edu/publication/poverty-and-
potential. 

Sincerely, 

Doug Selwyn 

Greenfield MA 
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From: Amy Wallace
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Thursday, May 19, 2022 4:10:53 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Heba Eid
To: MCAS
Subject: Opposed to new MCAS proposal
Date: Thursday, May 19, 2022 3:01:54 PM

Hello,

I am entirely opposed to the new MCAS proposals. No one benefits from increasing the
MCAS passing standards. School already focuses too much on teaching to pass the MCAS,
these increases will only exacerbate the problem. 
We are desperately in need of investment in the community schools model, with full-service
wraparound support services for our students.
Any person involved in an increase of the MCAS passing standards will never have my vote
for any public office in Massachusetts as they have shown themselves to be out of touch and
more concerned with numbers than children’s well being.

Thank you,
Heba Eid



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Amy Butterworth
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 7:35:38 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From:
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 12:08:31 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: AMY ROBERTS
To: MCAS
Subject: Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 10:26:30 AM

I am writing to publicly comment on the 2022 MCAS testing and raising the MCAS 
scores for graduation.  I am a teacher,  a parent of a Class of 2024 student (and 
Class of 2022), and an active Union President.  I have witnessed all sides of the past 
two years of  this pandemic.  From  the mandates to  remain out of school and give 
emergency credit to  the effort by all teachers and students to remain remotely 
engaged for hours on end.  Now, we are witnessing the aftershocks of this event on 
the mental health of  our teachers and students.  The argument to raise standards is 
coming from the gifted side of our world.  I was gifted, but I was educated in a state 
that truly believed gifted students required an Individual Education Plan.  
Massachusetts does not do that.  This is where differentiation should  occur. 

As  the  MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education pours money and 
time into professional development and programs targeting social emotional 
learning and  the mental health crisis, it is simultaneously raising the bar on a cohort 
of students who have never had a normal  school year.  Further, the MATH MCAS 
had questions that were not valid  - not  relevant to the content that would have been 
taught in a “normal" year, not to mention a year where we were advised to meet the 
children where they were, not where they were supposed to be in a “normal” year.  
It  is shameful.  Yesterday, I heard a group of sophomores crying because they did 
not know 1/2 of what was on the test.  I later learned what was on the test should 
not have been assessed at their level.  And  DESE wants to raise the stakes for the 
same group of students.  How does that support SEL and mental health of this group 
of students?  And at a time when we cannot attract teachers to the profession, how 
do you justify this decision.  If these changes are to be phased in, they should phase 
in at least three years from now.  There is so much cleanup to be accomplished 
before you raise expectations, you must meet the original targets.  As a parent, I am 
sad.  As a teacher, I am angry.  I don’t even teach MCAS-tested subjects, but I still 
see and hear the stress, pain and frustration of my students.  
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From: Judy Bennett
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2022 8:06:46 PM

DESE staff ,

I am an educator in Greenfield and am firmly opposed to the proposal from the DESE to raise
the passing standard on the high school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under
this proposal, students starting with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher
passing standard (or cut score) to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from
high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





From: Sheehan, Marie T (DESE)
To: MCAS
Cc: Correa, Leldamy (DESE); Bettencourt, Helene H. (DESE)
Subject: Commissioner"s mail MCAS letter
Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2022 5:04:08 PM
Attachments: MCAS.pdf

Hello MCAS: Michol Staple directed me to send MCAS letters to the MCAS email address.
 
Attachment: One
 
Best,
Marie
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From: Patti Mendonca
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2022 6:56:02 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





From:
To: MCAS
Subject: Proposed amendment to 603 CMR 30.00
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 11:12:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello:

I am a mother of an 8th grader who will be affected by this proposed amendment.  Over the years, I honestly have
heard nothing but negativity about these exams. It would benefit the state to educate parents on their need.  While
we still struggle from the effects of the pandemic and so many other issues including a mental health crisis, I feel
other issues by the educational system need to be focused on rather than making the MCAS harder to pass.  Finally,
I question
whether there is still catch up with learning that is needed from our initial pandemic lockdown that makes this
proposal too soon.

-Jen

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Lily Huang
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 2:54:36 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Lily Huang 
 

 



From: Shana Murphy
To: MCAS
Subject: Mcas
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 1:40:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From what I understand, this is the email address to be used to provide feedback on your plan to increase the mcas
score required for graduation.  I would like it noted that my family is strongly opposed to doing this.  In fact, mcas
should be done away with altogether. 

Thank you,

Shana murphy

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Heather Levine
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 10:56:08 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sue Mosley
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Sunday, May 15, 2022 7:24:50 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Sue Mosley 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Stephanie Bielagus
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 13, 2022 10:07:37 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sue Sullivan
To: MCAS
Subject: No to rasing MCAS Standards
Date: Friday, May 13, 2022 1:25:04 PM

Dear DESE,
it is my belief that the MCAS system is a racist one that sets up our lowest income students of
color and multiple languages to fail time and again. It is ludicrous you are considering raising
the standards when we can't even get students to come to school or be off their phones. We
should have more time teaching these students, not testing them. In addition, if we must test
them, why are we testing them on computers instead of paper? The computer format is
horrible and too much for them to pay attention to. Thinking is done best on pen and paper just
like the AP tests.

I am so tired of the State making money off of a testing system that fails students time and
again.

-- 
Sue



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Alicia Summe
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 13, 2022 8:10:33 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Alicia Summe 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Thursday, May 12, 2022 3:38:46 PM

From: Paul Mailloux <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2022 3:38 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Paul Mailloux 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Paul Mailloux
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Thursday, May 12, 2022 3:38:17 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Paul Mailloux 
 

 



From: Keri Wade
To: MCAS
Subject: Public Comment
Date: Thursday, May 12, 2022 3:10:04 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

As a parent an a public educator of almost two decades, I emplore you to not raise the scores needed on the MCAS
in 2026.

First, the logic shared is in fact illogical. The claim is that higher MCAS scores predict more success in college, so
higher requirements will make students more successful. No. The success on tests given over six days in high school
are not an accurate predictor of success. Especially in a post Covid world. If you would like students to have more
success in college there are numerous ways that DESE could support the public schools to make that happen. This
method is not one of them.

Second, you will lose so many gifted and needed educators. We are exhausted. We are leaving the field at incredible
rates. We are struggling every day. And the first thing we hear from DESE not about Covid is we need to raise
expectations?!?! Talk about being disrespected. There is already a national teacher shortage, and this will drive out
so many more teachers.

There are so many issues with public education right now. Please do not add more. Please ask your teachers and
students what they need. I can guarantee their answers will not mention more difficult MCAS.

While you’re at it, I ask how many members of DESE can write radicals as rational exponents or can correctly
discuss the solution of a quadratic inequality. These are current requirements of tenth grade students on the MCAS.
And you want to make it more difficult. It’s disgusting.

Sent from my iPhone



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From:
To: MCAS
Subject: please do NOT raise MCAS barrier further
Date: Thursday, May 12, 2022 10:57:31 AM

Dear Commissioner and DESE Board,

Please do NOT further raise the MCAS barrier for the students of Massachusetts.  It is grossly
unfair that Students with Disabilities will be further disenfranchised by raising the MCAS
passing standards.  These students have suffered enough under the pandemic and should not
face this additional burden.  If the graduation bar is raised further out of reach, it will lead to
increased drop-rates and exacerbate the problem of diminished opportunities for Students
with Disabilities. 

MCAS can and should be used as an assessment of how schools are doing, but it should not be
used to prevent students from graduating with a high school diploma.  Students who attend
school faithfully and work to the best of their ability but are unable to pass MCAS merely earn
a certificate.  A certificate is what someone gets for completing a swim class or a season of
youth sports, not gutting it out in the classroom for years and years.  These students don’t
have control over budget issues or lack of teacher engagement, so they should not be
penalized for schools that fail them. All graduating students who meet their high school’s
criteria should be granted a diploma.  For those who also pass MCAS, their diploma could
indicate “with MCAS,” for the sake of post-secondary education or employment.  If this plan
proceeds, then you should personally speak with these students who will be further
marginalized as to why you have made such a decision despite knowing how it will negatively
impact the rest of their lives.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Mahoney
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From: Nina Davidson
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 11:01:03 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Greg Slawson
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 9:27:24 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Theresa Picarella-Benitez
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 9:16:55 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Theresa Picarella-Benitez 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: katherin joyette
To: MCAS
Subject: No on proposed MCAs standards
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 9:10:02 PM

No on proposed new MCAs standards and requirements for students in Massachusetts Public
Schools. This is ridiculous! It’s hard enough, especially after a pandemic. More kids will be
discouraged and stressed by demanding more from them during these years. I’m mortified that
we want to put more undo stress on these kids.

—Katherin Joyette



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Katie Lee
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 8:53:12 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. As an educator at a school with many English Language Learners and someone
who works in the special education space, I truly believe this would negatively impact many of
our students. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Katie Lee 
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From: Chelsey Falco
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 8:19:12 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Chelsey Falco 
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From: Lise Brody
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 7:57:55 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Ryan Rogers
To: MCAS
Subject: Re: MCAS adjustments
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 12:09:33 PM

I do thank-you for your response however the data available doesn't really answer my
question. This is the first year that the next generation standards have been implemented
across all subjects (next year for schools still using the engineering curriculum). How can
there possibly be enough data to justify this change? The students haven't even taken the test
yet....

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 12:04 PM MCAS <mcas@doe.mass.edu> wrote:

Good afternoon,

 

Thank you for your comments. Please be assured they will be taken into consideration.

 

Please see our website to view the materials presented to the Board at the February and
April meetings that informed their decision to vote to solicit public comment on the
proposed changes to the regulations.

 

Thank you,

Shannon Cullen

From: Ryan Rogers <
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2022 8:43 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: MCAS adjustments

 

 

Good Morning,

I'm hoping you can be of assistance to me. As you may or may not be aware, the Department
of Education and Secondary Education recently announced that they were considering



changes to the MCAS graduation requirement effective with the current class of
2026(Current 8th graders). Putting my own feelings aside about the validity of this test and
effectiveness in measuring student progress,  I do have one question that I feel needs to be
addressed. This June, will be the first time the Next Generation MCAS standards and tests
will be implemented across all grade levels and subjects. (The science exam is the last one to
be fully implemented at the High School level) What data is being used to justify these
changes? It would seem unlikely that there is enough qualitative data available to justify
these changes. Especially when you take into account the following items.

· The first class to take the next generation mcas for ELA had several questions
thrown out due to the racist undertones of the question (Class of 2021)

· The class of 2021 and 2022 had the MCAS requirements waived due to Covid 19
and many did not take the test.

· For the class of 2023 and 2024 participation in the MCAS was down due to the
Covid pandemic. 

Since the state has started implementing the next generation standards, there hasn't been one
normal year of testing. Adjusting the requirements seems very premature, unless there is
data that I am not aware of. 

 

Thank you for hearing me out,

 

Ryan Rogers
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From: Sheila ONEIL
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 1:30:21 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Sheila ONEIL 
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From: Katie Lenihan
To: MCAS
Subject: Comments on MCAS
Date: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 11:07:42 AM

To Whom it May Concern:

As a parent to two children who this change would directly affect, the decision this year to
change the MCAS proficiency requirements is both premature and cruel to the students who
missed a year and a half of studies, have endured major mental health obstacles and are
working twice as hard to just catch up.  While I can understand the studies and the desire to
make such changes, this is being done before we can truly see the impact that the pandemic
had on these children and their learning. This year's MCAS are the first MCAS completed
since 2019 in which students are in school full time for a full year.  Even with that, many
students had to miss considerable time due to quarantining and isolation due to COVID.  The
time frame for beginning the new testing requirements is being made before there is a true
understanding of what these kids need both mentally and educationally and thus, such
decisions should be tabled.  

Thank you,

Katie Lenihan
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From: Jessie Des Forges
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, May 9, 2022 10:21:52 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 







2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.
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From: ann hennessey
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS changes
Date: Monday, May 9, 2022 4:59:50 PM

I am writing to request that DESE does not increase the scores for the MCAS graduation
requirement.  These have been incredibly difficult years and many students suffered
tremendously.  While COVID has not been as significant a disruption for in person learning, it
has been a disruption for students attendance.  Many students missed school due to COVID
this academic year and struggled to make up work and content.  Having this year's 8th grade
students who have borne a lot due to COVID pass MCAS with a higher bar seems both
inequitable and frankly mean. I am certain that no one at DESE has that intention.  I implore
you not to increase these standards.  

Thank you,
Ann M. Hennessey
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From: Cynthia Kele
To: MCAS
Subject: Re: Proposed MCAS scores to raise
Date: Monday, May 9, 2022 4:32:14 PM

Doubt that.  You have never taken anyone's comments into consideration before.  And you do
realize that more and more students are coming into school with disabilities as well as the fact,
and it is a fact, that the pandemic (which we are still in, did you notice?) has put all students at
3 years behind.

On Mon, May 9, 2022 at 3:30 PM MCAS <mcas@doe.mass.edu> wrote:

Good afternoon,

 

Thank you for your comments. Please be assured they will be taken into consideration.

 

Thank you,

Shannon Cullen

 

From: Cynthia Kele <  
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 3:03 PM
To: MCAS <mcas@doe.mass.edu>
Subject: Proposed MCAS scores to raise

 

 

What is wrong with all of you?  Seriously, have you lost your mind(s)?  How about you take
all these tests, as they stand right now as a requirement to get a raise or get a job?  NOW that
would be a feat wouldn't it.  

 

What is just wrong with teaching students and letting them go on to live their lives?  Isn't
that what most of you did?  



 

You all need to remember where you came from and stop pretending that you have all the
answers.  No human on earth has all the answers, myself included, but what I do know is
that you will destroy the lives of many young adults and our students' futures, the future of
our world, if you continue the way you are.  

 

I hope that parents start to opt their children out until you all see that what you are focusing
on is not to better anyone except your own ego's.  Start looking at schools and students as
people and learning environments, not just a bunch of data.  
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From: Cynthia Kele
To: MCAS
Subject: Proposed MCAS scores to raise
Date: Monday, May 9, 2022 3:03:32 PM

What is wrong with all of you?  Seriously, have you lost your mind(s)?  How about you take
all these tests, as they stand right now as a requirement to get a raise or get a job?  NOW that
would be a feat wouldn't it.  

What is just wrong with teaching students and letting them go on to live their lives?  Isn't that
what most of you did?  

You all need to remember where you came from and stop pretending that you have all the
answers.  No human on earth has all the answers, myself included, but what I do know is that
you will destroy the lives of many young adults and our students' futures, the future of our
world, if you continue the way you are.  

I hope that parents start to opt their children out until you all see that what you are focusing on
is not to better anyone except your own ego's.  Start looking at schools and students as people
and learning environments, not just a bunch of data.  
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From: Maggie Dyer
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, May 9, 2022 12:16:51 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Jason Murphy
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, May 9, 2022 11:45:14 AM

DESE staff ,

Please listen to Citizen's for Public Schools. This is a terrible time to turn up the crank on
MCAS pressure in schools. The tests already are too costly. Students hate them. Teachers
hate them. No one uses them to assess policy.

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Nora Dyer-Murphy
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, May 9, 2022 10:33:23 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Nora Dyer-Murphy 
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From: Alexa Salvato
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, May 9, 2022 10:08:38 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to urge you to oppose the proposal from the Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school.

Using the MCAS as the standard for graduating high school is already an inaccessible
measure for many students. As a special education teacher, and one who previously worked
in a substantially separate setting with students with cognitive and intellectual disabilities, I
know it is incredibly unfair that some of my brightest and most dynamic learners will never be
given a full high school diploma just because the MCAS-Alt Portfolio is a better fit for them
than the traditional exam. In many cases, the portfolio is more thorough than standardized
exams could never be, and they often demonstrate significant growth; that growth not being
honored with a high school diploma is incredibly unfair. This will continue to impact their
opportunities for employment and higher education later in life. For special education students
in the inclusion setting, raising the cut scores would also do tremendous harm.

As the evidence has already proven, raising the cut scores would jeopardize the futures of the
Commonwealth’s most vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results
(2019 and 2021) show that significant percentages of English learners, students with
disabilities, low-income students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the
proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically
marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career
success. How does the establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the
department’s professed aim of advancing racial and social equity?

In addition, it would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of
meaningful instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for
students; schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready,
not sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures.

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, I urge you to reconsider and
commit your resources to developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency
determination and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP)
option offers a promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students
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From: Jennifer Cahill
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Monday, May 9, 2022 5:18:51 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Lauren Manley
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Sunday, May 8, 2022 9:53:52 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Cole Silva
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Sunday, May 8, 2022 8:48:03 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Cole Silva 
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From: Al viera
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Sunday, May 8, 2022 7:54:28 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Al viera 
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From: Anna Duey
To: MCAS
Subject: Disapproval for increasing the threshold for passing MCAS scores - we need LESS testing, not more!
Date: Sunday, May 8, 2022 7:23:52 PM

DESE staff ,

Hello-

I am a current high school Biology teacher who works with freshmen students from
disadvantaged backgrounds. I already have significant issues with the MCAS and how it has
affected my students, and the proposal to increase the passing score will only heighten those
problems.

First, I work with many students who are still learning English. For them, how well they can
answer the overly wordy and complicated questions of the MCAS have little relevance to how
much they understand of the standards. I have many students who will ask me good questions
and show a deep understanding of the material in class who cannot understand what a test
question is asking and will therefore do poorly on the science MCAS, despite their natural
inclination towards science. Missing these questions hampers their motivation to learn and
causes them to get frustrated and give up - nothing is more disheartening as a teacher than to
be forced to give students coursework that you know will make them feel dejected. Biology
does not become a class where they can be excited to learn - it becomes another obstacle
they need to overcome in order to get a diploma.

Second, giving my students the skills necessary to pass the test often boils down to
hammering in a few basic facts over and over, telling them what words to seek out in the
questions, and spending multiple classes teaching them cookie cutter ways to answer open
responses. Teaching them test taking strategies subtracts from time they could be doing
meaningful work and deepening their understanding of biology. Multiple times during
department meetings, we have had to give up on community projects, project-based learning,
and other enriching opportunities for students because we don’t have the time - we need more
time to prepare them for the test, so we give up on the things that make learning meaningful.
There is no universe in which having the students do practice multiple choice questions for 55
minutes is more valuable to them becoming informed and engaged citizens than using that
time on community based projects, and yet the MCAS test routinely forces us to prioritize the
former over the latter.

The issue with the MCAS is not that it is too easy to pass. The issue with the MCAS is that it is
set up to disadvantage a large group of students and further disinterest them in learning.
Raising the bar for passing means my biology class will become nothing more than a test prep
class, because the pressure on this one exam will necessarily increase. If that happens, I
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From: Lisa Giurado
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Sunday, May 8, 2022 6:15:59 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Lisa Giurado 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: William H Green
To: MCAS
Subject: Public comment on CD regulations
Date: Sunday, May 8, 2022 5:18:43 PM

This is a comment on Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00, Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment System and Standards for Competency Determination
Regulations:

The proposal to tighten the Competency Determination standard will most impact that students who
are currently borderline for earning a high school diploma: English Language Learners, Students with
Disabilities, and students from Low Income families.
 

English-language learners are only 11% of the overall 3 – 21 population, but they represent 28%
of the 7,500 students who do not currently earn a diploma in 5 years.
Students with Disabilities are only 16% of the overall Grade 9 – 12 population, but they
represent 41% of the 7,500 students who do not earn a diploma in 5 years.
Students in Low Income families are 44% of the overall 3-21 population, but they represent 68%
of the 7,500 students who do not earn a diploma in 5 years.

 
The consequence of the proposed changes is that more of these students will fail the MCAS initially.
Probably this will cause more of them to drop out of high school, as they see it is unlikely they will be
able to earn a diploma.
 
I understand that there is an EPP and Portfolio Appeals process which will help some of these
students be able to graduate. But these processes are more likely to work for students who speak
English well, and whose parents have higher incomes and education, giving them greater access to
school procedures. We know that up until now, district use of the EPP varies significantly. So some
lucky students will be able to earn a diploma through these alternate routes, but many English
Learners and Low Income students will not. So these processes are in practice inequitable.
 
I note that students who attend non-publicly-funded private schools do not need to take the MCAS
to earn a diploma. These students are predominantly higher income. This adds to the inequity.
Overall, state MCAS policy favors higher-income English-speaking non-disabled students, while
punishing lower-income, English Learner, and disabled students by disproportionately denying them
high school diplomas.
 
The consequences for the many additional students who will not pass MCAS and will not earn high
school diplomas can be quite severe, greatly limiting their job opportunities and ability to contribute
to society.  This has knock-on effects on their families and neighborhoods.
 
I agree that the current MCAS cut-off does not reflect the level of competency expected in college,
but more than half of the students in the Commonwealth do not attend college, and it does not



seem unreasonable for someone to be able to graduate from high school even if they are not able to
get into a 4-year college immediately afterwards. They can still be very important contributors to
society. If the intention is to use the MCAS as a college-admission test, the Commonwealth should
include MCAS scores in student transcripts for college applications. If the MCAS score is low, the
college would be well-advised not to admit them – they are obviously not ready yet.
 
The apparent intention of this change in the regulations is to apply pressure to improve education in
Massachusetts schools. I question whether it is necessary to deny more residents of the
Commonwealth high school diplomas in order to improve the school systems. This seems to be
punishing the children for the failings of the adults.

I fear these proposed regulatory changes will damage many residents of our Commonwealth,
and limit their ability to contribute to society, without commensurate benefits. I strongly
oppose it.

Sincerely,
 
William H. Green
Hoyt C. Hottel Professor
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
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From: Marie-Eve Vecchiarello
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Sunday, May 8, 2022 3:10:05 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Aamina Mian
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Sunday, May 8, 2022 10:15:43 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Candice Richardson
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Saturday, May 7, 2022 7:02:08 PM

DESE staff ,

As a long time educator in a MA public school district.I am writing to express my firm
opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
(DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS
exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of 2026 would be required to meet
the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the competency determination (CD) and
graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Candice Richardson 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sylvaine Lestrade
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Saturday, May 7, 2022 1:33:29 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Karen Carney
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Saturday, May 7, 2022 1:33:00 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Kim Thompson
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Saturday, May 7, 2022 1:32:14 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Kim Thompson 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Susan Orr-Lynch
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Saturday, May 7, 2022 1:00:20 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Bob Collins
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Saturday, May 7, 2022 12:02:35 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Bob Collins 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Jennifer Kyles
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Saturday, May 7, 2022 11:30:40 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Tara Osgood
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:31:54 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Yvonne Sewell
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:23:36 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Christine Moyer
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:25:07 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Lauren Giordano
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:24:20 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Lauren Giordano 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Kathleen Abbott
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:12:47 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Kathleen Abbott 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Robin Monaco
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 7:36:16 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Robin Monaco 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: Brenda Alicea
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 6:57:04 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Michelle Rosa
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 4:33:39 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Ann Berman
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 4:26:11 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Amy Bates
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 4:09:44 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Omayra McDonald
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 4:06:19 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Omayra McDonald 
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From: Tyler Andrade
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 3:47:18 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Melanie Tamberino
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 3:33:25 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Melanie Tamberino 
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From: Bettina Tamilio
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 3:32:08 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Bettina Tamilio 
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From: Emily Englehardt
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 3:09:34 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Jeffrey Robinson
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 1:43:39 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Haylee Mchugh
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 1:25:56 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Dawn Mesite
To: MCAS
Subject: Public Comment for the Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 1:08:49 PM

Hello,
I am writing in regards to the proposed changes to MCAS passing standards.
My comment is simple: our students and schools have had enough. During the past three
years, students all over the world have been required to demonstrate unimaginable flexibility
and perseverance. Our Massachusetts schools have gone above and beyond to provide services
to students despite outrageous challenges. All that said, there are gaps in learning that may
take decades to even out. And none of that has been within the control of students, their
teachers, or their caregivers. Increasing the standards for passing MCAS is the opposite of
what we should be doing. While holding schools accountable for working toward closing
learning gaps, the focus of our efforts should be in supporting them by providing increased
social emotional learning supports, technology, and other materials that can be used to recover
lost learning.
MCAS can be a tool for tracking progress, but taking steps like this would be
counterproductive at a time when schools and students need support more than ever.
Thank you,
Dawn Mesite, mom of 
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From: Sarah Tenore
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 12:34:17 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: Katrina Gross
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 12:29:34 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Katrina Gross 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 12:07:44 PM

From: Casandra Greene <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 11:44 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 11:27:41 AM

From: Jenelle Gibney <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 10:57 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
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From: Daigle Wendy
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 11:26:21 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 10:41:55 AM

From: Nick Gula <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 10:40 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Nick Gula 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 10:41:06 AM

From: Vladimir Castro 
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:28 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Vladimir Castro 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 10:40:59 AM

From: Erin Banks <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:31 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 10:40:52 AM

From: Cheryl Donnelly <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:38 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Cheryl Donnelly 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Passing the MCAS should not be a graduation requirement
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 10:40:45 AM

From:  
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 10:39 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Passing the MCAS should not be a graduation requirement
 

To the Members of the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education,

I am writing in regards to your concerns as to whether Massachusetts should require MCAS
tests. I understand that the current requirements are that students must pass MCAS tests in
ELA, math, and biology to graduate. I believe that MCAS tests are not a good representation
of whether a student has learned the material and that MCAS tests should not be part of the
graduation requirement.

Dropping the MCAS requirement to graduate will decrease focus on test prep and allow more
time for hands-on learning. According to a 2015 PDK/Gallup poll, 64% of Americans believe
too much pressure is put on standardized testing (Mitchell). Prepping for standardized tests
takes up a great deal of time. In classes, much of what students do ensures that they will do
well on the tests. This means that tests potentially do not show a student's skill set, only
whether a teacher can ‘teach to the test’ (“Standardized High School Exit Exams”). A
supporter of standardized tests might say that tests are a valuable way to see whether students
have the necessary information they need to be successful. However, it has been shown that
this might not necessarily be correct. A 2008 study by John Warren and Eric Grodsky of the
University of Minnesota in Minneapolis that examined the effect of exit exams on students
between 1971 and 2004 found that the exams do not show academic achievement
("Standardized High School Exit Exams"). Since test scores only show a portion of a student's
full capabilities, they should not be used to help determine whether that student will get their
diploma.

As a high school student, I have become increasingly aware of how much emphasis is put on
MCAS tests. They can end up taking away from learning valid skills and information. A
solution to this could be to require tests only to provide information for the school but not as a
determining factor for graduation. Instead of MCAS tests, it could be a requirement for
students to prove that they have acquired specific skills. For example, there is a program in my
school called Vision of the Graduate. It is a set of skills that the teachers in my school have
decided are essential, such as communication, innovation, and collaboration. It is required that
students demonstrate how they have improved on and acquired these skills each year. A
similar program for schools statewide could be very beneficial. Students must learn skills that
they will use later on in life, and MCAS tests do nothing to demonstrate that students have
acquired those skills.

Student PII



Thank you for considering my arguments on MCAS tests. I would be happy to discuss this
further. Feel free to contact me and let me know your thoughts.

Sincerely, 

Works Cited:

Mitchell, Corey. "Polls Reveal Nuanced Views on K-12; Testing, Standards Remain Major
Topics of Contention." Education Week 26 Aug. 2015: 1. Academic OneFile. Web. 19 Nov.
2015.

"President proposes testing limits already in place in New York." Long Island Business News
26 Oct. 2015. General OneFile. Web. 19 Nov. 2015.

“Standardized High School Exit Exams.” Issues & Controversies. Infobase Learning, 16 Oct.
2009. Web. 19 Nov. 2015.
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: Bernadette Kerivan
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 10:28:51 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: John Neilson
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 10:14:42 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

John Neilson 
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Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Cheryl Donnelly
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:38:11 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Cheryl Donnelly 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Erin Banks
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:31:21 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Vladimir Castro
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:28:06 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Vladimir Castro 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:23:37 AM

From: Alejandra Valdiri <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:13 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
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From: Alejandra Valdiri
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:13:57 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 9:02:40 AM

From: Amy Butterworth <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:39 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: Amy Butterworth
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:39:33 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:28:16 AM

From: Cassandra Tinsley <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, May 5, 2022 8:26 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Cassandra Tinsley 
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:28:03 AM

From: Monica Boore <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, May 5, 2022 10:00 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:27:55 AM

From: Susan Mcilwain <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, May 5, 2022 11:16 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:27:38 AM

From: Andrea Baer <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 6:04 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. I am writing this as a mother as well as
a teacher. This concerns me on many levels. My daughter is 

 

 One test shouldn’t cause so
much stress and possibly keep her from graduating with a diploma. As a teacher I can’t
believe the timing of this. We are trying to catch kids up and fill the gaps from the past two
years and now this. This doesn’t make any sense to me. I teach in an inner city and have
for 25 years. Like my daughter I have wonderful smart, kind, hard working students. Like
my daughter MCAS is stressful and difficult for some of them despite all we do to help
prepare them for it. 
Under this proposal, students starting with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the
higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the competency determination (CD) and
graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:26:09 AM

From: Emma D’Alessandro <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 7:39 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Emma D’Alessandro 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:25:59 AM

From: Jessica Carcerano-Wheeler <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 7:39 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s
professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to



stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Jessica Carcerano-Wheeler 
 
 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:25:51 AM

From: Colleen Comick-Flick <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 7:40 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High
School Diploma
 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ,

I was in the  graduating class to have to pass MCAS in order to graduate high
school. I am years old but I can still feel the intense anxiety that I had all those years
ago. I was a  student who worked hard. There was NO need to put such a high
stakes on a test that was supposed to only be used to inform educators about our progress.
I am now a teacher in an elementary school in Lynn. I have seen students who, despite all
the love and encouragement from teachers and staff, face that same anxiety I felt all those
years ago. Students have gotten sick on their tests, have cried while taking them. 
For what? What is the point? Assessments SHOULD be there to assess where students
are currently. Raising the stakes now, while we are still in a global pandemic, while
students, parents, and educators are still trying to catch up on all the missed experiences
and learning? Absolutely not acceptable. 
I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high
school ELA, mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting
with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score)
to earn the competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show
that significant percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income
students, Black students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard.
DESE’s proposal would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a
high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. How does the
establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with the department’s



professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your
energies on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination
and high school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a
promising path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many
more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Colleen Comick-Flick 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Colleen Comick-Flick
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 7:40:06 AM

DESE staff ,

I was in the  graduating class to have to pass MCAS in order to graduate high school. I
am  years old but I can still feel the intense anxiety that I had all those years ago. I was a

 student who worked hard. There was NO need to put such a high stakes on a test
that was supposed to only be used to inform educators about our progress. 
I am now a teacher in an elementary school in Lynn. I have seen students who, despite all the
love and encouragement from teachers and staff, face that same anxiety I felt all those years
ago. Students have gotten sick on their tests, have cried while taking them. 
For what? What is the point? Assessments SHOULD be there to assess where students are
currently. Raising the stakes now, while we are still in a global pandemic, while students,
parents, and educators are still trying to catch up on all the missed experiences and learning?
Absolutely not acceptable. 
I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 



--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 

Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Colleen Comick-Flick 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Jessica Carcerano-Wheeler
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 7:39:57 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Jessica Carcerano-Wheeler 
 
 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Emma D’Alessandro
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 7:39:34 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Emma D’Alessandro 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Andrea Baer
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 6:04:40 AM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. I am writing this as a mother as well as a teacher. This
concerns me on many levels. My daughter is 

 One test shouldn’t cause so much stress and possibly keep her from
graduating with a diploma. As a teacher I can’t believe the timing of this. We are trying to catch
kids up and fill the gaps from the past two years and now this. This doesn’t make any sense to
me. I teach in an inner city and have for 25 years. Like my daughter I have wonderful smart,
kind, hard working students. Like my daughter MCAS is stressful and difficult for some of them
despite all we do to help prepare them for it. 
Under this proposal, students starting with the class of 2026 would be required to meet the
higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the competency determination (CD) and
graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Susan Mcilwain
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Thursday, May 5, 2022 11:16:36 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Monica Boore
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Thursday, May 5, 2022 10:00:05 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

As a high school special education teacher in a diverse and low-income community, the
students who are already struggling to complete this unfairly weighted graduation requirement
are the students I work with every day. These students want to succeed and make their lives
better through graduating high school and attending college, training programs and the
military. None of which are possible without a high school diploma- not an "equivalency
certificate ".





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Cassandra Tinsley
To: MCAS
Subject: Say No to DESE’s Harmful MCAS Proposal and Yes to More Non-MCAS Pathways to a High School Diploma
Date: Thursday, May 5, 2022 8:27:03 PM

DESE staff ,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposal from the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) to raise the passing standard on the high school ELA,
mathematics, and STE MCAS exams. Under this proposal, students starting with the class of
2026 would be required to meet the higher passing standard (or cut score) to earn the
competency determination (CD) and graduate from high school. 

Raising the cut scores for the CD would harm, not help, students for the following reasons:

-- First and foremost, it would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable
student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and 2021) show that significant
percentages of English learners, students with disabilities, low-income students, Black
students, and Latinx students score below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal
would make it even harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of new barriers to
a high school diploma square with the department’s professed aim of advancing racial and
social equity? 
-- It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students;
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 
-- It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already
experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and other
societal pressures. 
--It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and
school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true: The MCAS does not
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to
stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by race and class. 

Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, please focus your energies
on developing alternative non-MCAS pathways to the competency determination and high
school graduation. The existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising
path forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or above a certain
cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP option to many more students. 



Additionally, I urge you to eliminate the requirement that students retake the MCAS if they
don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of
valuable teaching and learning time. 

Please act in the best interests of students by opposing or reconsidering DESE’s harmful
proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to state my opinion on this pressing matter.

Cassandra Tinsley 
 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Shannon Cardinal
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS Public Comment: Stop giving my tax money to PEARSON when data shows MCAS is meaningless to

student long and short term outcomes
Date: Thursday, May 5, 2022 12:35:56 PM

Dear DESE,
 Do not see through the proposed changes to MCAS. Here are the reasons:

The proposal would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s most
vulnerable student populations. Recent 10th grade MCAS results (2019 and
2021) show that significant percentages of English learners, students with
disabilities, low-income students, Black students, and Latinx students score
below the proposed higher standard. DESE’s proposal would make it even
harder for historically marginalized groups to earn a high school diploma, a
critical gateway to college and career success. How does the establishment of
new barriers to a high school diploma square with DESE’s professed aim of
advancing racial and social equity?
The proposal would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the
expense of meaningful instruction and student support. High school is a critical
make-or-break time for students; schools should be empowered to help
students become college-and-career-ready, not sidetracked by a narrow test
that has little to no bearing on students’ futures.
The proposal would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when
they are already experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising
from the pandemic and other societal pressures.
The proposal would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of
student learning and school quality when research suggests that just the
opposite is true: The MCAS does not accurately measure student learning or
school quality, and its high-stakes uses serve to stigmatize communities of color
and perpetuate segregation by race and class.  
Instead of doubling down on the limited and highly flawed MCAS, BESE and
DESE should focus their energies on developing alternative non-MCAS
pathways to the competency determination and high school graduation. The
existing Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) option offers a promising path
forward. However, the EPP is currently restricted to students scoring at or
above a certain cut point. A common-sense solution is to expand the EPP
option to many more students.
Additionally, BESE and DESE should eliminate the requirement that students
retake the MCAS if they don’t pass on the first try. These re-tests—and the
preparation for them—are a waste of valuable teaching and learning time.

Thank you,
Shannon Cardinal



-- 
Ms. Shannon Cardinal
Special Education Teacher, Guilmette Middle School (Lawrence, MA)



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Katie Goers
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS Public Comment
Date: Thursday, May 5, 2022 12:30:47 PM

Good afternoon,

I am writing to you today regarding the proposed amendment to the MCAS competency
determination.

As someone who is a graduate of a Massachusetts public school system, and who now sends
my children to a Massachusetts public school system, I certainly appreciate the academic rigor
expected of these institutions in the state.

However, as one of the first students to be subject to the MCAS test, I have concerns around
the continued use of the test as a graduation requirement.

I can clearly recall taking the test as a third grader in the 1990s and later being one of the first
eighth graders to try out the science exam. As a high school student, I remember so much time
being devoted to test prep that little time was left for other instruction.

Having regular assessments of student proficiency is important, but MCAS testing has some
flaws. For one, results are not provided in a timely manner, leaving districts with the task of
retrofitting teaching strategies to a different cohort of students.

Second, time spent on test prep is time away from other, potentially more beneficial learning.

Lastly, every student is different and a student's performance on these tests is hardly an
accurate assessment of a student's competency on a given subject. Some students just do not
do well on tests, or perhaps a student was required to sit for a test following a tough home
situation or during a religious holiday requiring the student to be fasting.

These assessments should be used as a tool to recalibrate curriculum in the state, but I do not
believe that a student or school district should be penalized for test performance. Many
districts conduct their own regular assessments of student competency, allowing them to pivot
instruction tactics in real time and tailored to individual student needs.

I hope that the board will consider these comments in making decisions now and in the future
regarding MCAS exams.

Sincerely,
Katie Beatty-Goers
Dennis, MA (with children attending the Sandwich Public Schools)



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
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From: Ben Tobin
To: MCAS
Subject: Feedback
Date: Thursday, May 5, 2022 9:42:16 AM

I very much agree with this amendment. The department should raise the standards for MCAS
and ensure that students, including in approved special education schools, are provided with
the instruction needed to be successful. The scores for all schools that receive public funding
should be made available to ensure data driven accountability. 



From: Mary Klueber
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS
Date: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 7:56:10 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

The only thing that should be done with MCAS is to get rid of it.
Every educator I know doesn’t see the advantage of it for any child. The stress caused, the time taken away from
actual teaching and the cost of this ridiculous testing has no merit. The DOE should be working to help children
learn and give the skills that help in their life whether they go on to further their education or go into the workforce
and this testing does not help that at all. Take it out don’t keep raising the stakes when most people that educate will
tell you this hinders education it does not help

Sent from my iPhone



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Marion Karsina
To: MCAS
Subject: Public comment on DESE"s proposal to raise the MCAS passing score,
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 7:30:23 PM

May 3, 2022

Dear Board

This letter comes to you as a public comment to the proposed MCAS changes the Massachusetts
Department of Education and Secondary Education (DESE) are proposing-which you will be voting
on in June, 2022. The proposed changes, as outlined by The DESE, in a memo stated the rationale
for the adjustment in MCAS guidelines are based on research showing that:

 
Commissioner of Education-Jeffrey C. Riley, in afore mentioned memo stated “MCAS scores predict later

outcomes in education and earnings”, adding “only 11% students in the class of 2011 who scored at the current passing
standard in mathematics went on to enroll in a four-year college in Massachusetts, and only 5% graduated from a four-year

college within seven years” as supportive evidence of such.  Secretary  Education James Peyser provided his thoughts on this,
by stating “the proposal strikes the right balance” between realigning standards and ensuring districts provide transparency

and support to students who are not meeting those standards
 

As you are aware, MCAS is a result of  The Massachusetts Education Reform Act of 1993-evoking
dramatic changes in public education in Massachusetts over a seven year period after a law-suit was
filed by concerned citizens of 15 low-income disricts (Brookline Public Schools joined the suit, to
reinforce the disparities and support the suit). The suit, effectively argued that the state was  failing
to provide students the opportunity to receive an "adequate education" which was a direct violation
of the Massachusetts Constitution. The outcome was the 1993 Education Reform Act of
Massachusetts which mandated more equitable funding to schools, accountability for student
learning, and statewide standards for students, educators, schools and districts.
 
The involvement of the Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education (MBAE), initially yielded
positive for the commonwealths children. The MBAE lobbied hard for the changes-though in the
past twenty nine years since the legislation was passed, the influence of the MBAE has contributed
to increasingly negative impact on our schools, educators, and most importantly our children. A
business model, for public schools is not productive, and in fact is counterproductive to learning and
all the initial goals of the Education Reform Act of 1993. The initial goals of accountability for
student learning, statewide standards and equitable funding have been lost (as evidenced by
according to the 2015 state Foundation Budget Review Commission) and standardized tests not in
parity with the student population, Teacher performance is directly linked to student and
district scores on MCAS, and inequitable disbursement of funds to districts remains.  

To quote Citizens for Public Schools “Massachusetts has yet to fully realize the letter and spirit of
the Education Reform Act of 1993, which called for a comprehensive assessment system composed of a
variety of instruments and methods that are sensitive to different learning styles and barriers to learning
such as English language proficiency and learning disabilities”.
 

“The reengineering of education”, to keep the commonwealths students competitive with their
national counterparts-as the 1993 Director of the MBAE Paul Reville rallied for has turned out to be
a false narrative, one in which only further promotes a business model skew to the management of



our schools.  In fact, one struggles to comprehend what exactly Mr. Reville imagined ‘the
reengineering of education’ to be, since MCAS is the largest outcome of the Education Reform Act
of 1993 (overshadowing The equity in funding and Curriculum Frameworks)

To circle back to Commissioner Riley and Secretary Peyser and their ongoing endorsement of an
ineffective educational tool-MCAS. The preposterous and outrageous insistence and continued
endorsement that MCAS testing is indicative of student learning and knowledge, a motivator for
students to do their best, and what leads students to remain in their chosen higher education facility
through completion. This parent, and citizen finds it interesting that no supporting data was leant to
theses statements. From 2020, Researchers at the University of Chicago studied, and compared the
association between GPAs and SAT scores with college graduation rates, and found the former was
a stronger correlation than the latter. Additionally, standardized tests only evaluate knowledge of
math, science, and English, and generally, do not evaluate creativity, problem solving, critical
thinking, artistic ability, or other knowledge areas that cannot be judged by bubbles filled in with a
pencil-as noted by Brittanica ProCon.org

Lastly, MCAS testing virtually ignores our multicultural communities and butts heads with the
antiracist movement. This sends a message to our communities and its youngest citizens that they do
not matter and widens the chasm to accessible learning to our diverse learners (such as: ELL’s, non
white students, students and those with specialized & individualized learning needs). The current
state structure of student learning evaluation and Teacher accountability is largely imbalanced, and
this proposed change simply increases the imbalance-tipping the scales further. The emphasis on
MCAS outcomes and results diverts attention from learning, skill building, social emotional growth
and a less rounded curriculum-something The Education Reform act of 1993 actually meant to bring
attention to (not overpowering all other goals with standardized testing).

I urge you to vote NO on this proposal made by Jeffrey Riley and James Peyser. The children of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts are relying on you to save their education by promoting

RESOURCES

https://www.citizensforpublicschools.org/a-brief-history-of-the-mcas/

https://www.renniecenter.org/about

https://www.wbur.org/news/2018/06/18/education-reform-act-25-years-later

https://www.citizensforpublicschools.org/less-testing-more-learning-ma-campaign/what-everyone-
should-know-about-the-massachusetts-high-stakes-testing-diploma-requirement/

https://www.forbes.com/sites/nickmorrison/2020/01/29/its-gpas-not-standardized-tests-that-predict-
college-success/?sh=30cf1b0d32bd

https://standardizedtests.procon.org/arguments/standardized-tests-measure-only-a-small-portion-of-
what-makes-education-meaningful/

 

Mindfully, respectively, and most earnestly,

Marion Karsina

Proud graduate of the Massachusetts Public School System (attending from grade K through grade
12)

Parent and Citizen of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts



From:
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 6:31:32 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am a recently retired teacher. Already, MCAS tests infringe on student learning. I do not support raising MCAS
rigor.
Respectfully,
Susan L. Drew

Sent from my iPhone





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Trevor Wooster
To: MCAS
Subject: My public comment on MCAS.
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 2:27:18 PM

Dear Commissioner Riley,

I strongly feel that if you make the passing score needed for MCAS higher, it can cause a
ripple effect of too many passing or failing. What I mean by that is, it could change everyone's
scores  dramastically, so I feel that you should not raise it up higher. I bet if you were to ask
other students what they think or feel, they would all say the same thing as what I am saying. 

This part that is below has nothing to do with MCAS.
I feel personally that the school system is broken. The reason why I think this is
because school systems were made a long time ago, and back then what we would learn was
needed for back then.
What was needed back then for those times of War, Working, Building & inventing are so
much different to what we need or do not in these modern times. Nowadays, one of the things
that school does not account for is someone's personality. Everyone needs or wants to learn
something completely different from what we are forced to learn. For example, a Builder
needs to know math and also be able to be fit to move stuff. For being a teacher, you need to
know a little bit of everything, but if you want to be a math teacher then you will need to know
a lot of math. You will not use everything you learn in school if you learn what you are forced
to learn.





From: Sheila Mcgaffigan
To: MCAS
Subject: Raising MCAS passing results
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 11:13:03 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To whom this may concern,

I’m a parent of 3 children in the Weymouth Public Schools who are currently taking MCAS. I think this exam
already causes more stress and anxiety for so many children!! It impacts the kids more negatively than for the good.
And now I’m hearing the results will need to be higher to pass. After what these kids have been through this past 2
years, how could any educator want this. Please reconsider for the welfare of so many students. Thank you!

Sheila McGaffigan

Sent from my iPhone



From:
To: MCAS
Subject: Changing is not good
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 10:45:36 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I got a special learning student and changing the score on mcas will be more damaging that good. What do you
expect this kids to do make it worse on them. My class was the first to take it to graduate and I had a hard time with
it myself and my daughter is dyslexic and her reading is not as strong as others.
Sent from my iPhone



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Katherine Fiorello-Campbell
To: MCAS
Subject: New Proposed MCAS Score Requirements
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 9:46:48 AM

Comm. Riley & Staff, 

I’m emailing you regarding your ludicrous proposal to increase  the scores our students need
to achieve in order to graduate from high school. First of all, how is it even reasonable to base
a student’s ability to graduate on MCAS, especially for those who’ve performed well all
throughout high school? I know of many HONOR students who’ve had to retake MCAS in
order to graduate due to low scores. Do you realize this is setting our students up for failure?
Do you realize this causes more stress and social emotional issues for our students, which
directly conflicts with your goal of strengthening student SEL? Do you even care? I know it’s
all about federal funding but, shouldn’t a student’s achievement, emotional well being and
proven success be more important? 

I’d like to see all of you take and pass the required MCAS assessments prior to implementing
this foolishness for our Covid-impacted children.

Sincerely, 
Katherine M. Fiorello
High School Health & Wellness Teacher





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Danielle Duquette
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS competency determination
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:53:00 AM

To whom it may concern,

I strongly disagree with the proposal to increase the MCAS competency
determination starting with the class of 2026.
With the effects COVID had on the majority of our kids, this is a vey bad idea!

I do not stand for it, especially for my two children that will be directly affected by this.

Regards,
Danielle Duquette

Sent from my iPhone



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Robin Fabiano
To: MCAS
Subject: public comment
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:22:38 AM

Hi- I'm writing to provide public comment regarding increasing the requirements for the class
of 2026 MCAS standards. I strongly disagree with the proposal to increase
competency standards. These students have dealt with interrupted schooling for the past 2
years and need a different approach to graduation standards due to all of the trauma, loss, and
altered instructional models, not a higher standardized assessment. It punishes students and
teachers and quite frankly, is a wildly inappropriate recommendation and shows a lack of
understanding of what students experiences have been/currently are in schools. 

Robin Fabiano
Robin Fabiano 
(she/her)
Student Services Dept. Head/Martha Jones Dept. Head
Westwood High School
200 Nahatan Street
Westwood, MA 02090
(781) 326-7500 Ext. 3137 (WHS)

If you need this information translated, please copy and paste it into Google Translate.  The link to 

Google translate is http://translate.google.com/

Spanish

Si necesita que se le traduzca esta información, por favor, copie y pegue en Google Translate. El enlace 

de Google Translate es http://translate.google.com/

Chinese

如果您需要翻译此信息,请复制并将其粘贴到Google翻译中。指向Google翻译的链接
是http://translate.google.com/

Arabic

إذا كنت بحاجة إلى ترجمة هذه المعلومات فالرجاء نسخها ولصقها في ترجمة Google. الرابط إلى ترجمة Google هو 
/http://translate.google.com   

Please be advised that the Massachusetts Attorney General has determined that email is a 

public record.

 

--
Please be advised that the Massachusetts Attorney General has determined that 
email is a public record.



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
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From:
To: MCAS
Subject: Concern
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 2:37:59 AM

As a teacher and more importantly, a mother of two, I speak with genuine concern. My
children (as many following years of a debilitating pandemic), have extreme anxiety and an
overall negative attitude toward education and learning. This has not always been the case. I
have seen since their elementary years a huge change in their overall wellbeing. Both boys
have now been diagnosed with   What are we
doing to these kids!? As educators we should know better. We are destroying our youth, our
future. Our demands are unrealistic and are shaping our future, and things are looking bleak.
As a teacher I have watched former students as the seek support from their teachers, crying in
the hallway, afraid to "fail" on the MCAS test. My heart breaks for our children. My heart
breaks that they think they are not good enough, not smart enough, not... Enough. This goes
against all we aim to teach our children. How can we do such a disservice to our children,
especially piggybacking on a time where they were deprived of the services they needed.
Please, from a mother and a teacher, I beg that we rethink the MCAS testing and demands for
our future.

 M.Ed



From: Emily Colonna
To: MCAS
Subject: Proposed increase to MCAS graduation requirements
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 10:07:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello,

I am writing to strongly oppose any raising of the minimum scores for 10th grade MCAS for graduation
requirements. Honestly I oppose the MCAS entirely, but if it must exist for federal funding purposes, it should not
be so high-stakes and should not affect a student’s ability to graduate. Raising the bar is outrageous, especially given
the fact that students are still dealing with and recovering from the pandemic and the emotional and educational
impacts of it. It is entirely inappropriate to put more stress on these children, particularly at this time.

Please reconsider this idea and do NOT increase the minimum scores.

Thank you for listening,
Emily Colonna, parent and educator
Hudson, MA



From: Janelle Posey
To: MCAS
Subject: No MCAS and No increased requirements
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:56:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To Whom It May Concern,

We should be following in Higher Educations footsteps and eliminating testing requirements not increasing them. 
Having lived up and down the east coast, Massachusetts is a leader in education and this is a set back. It helps no
one except the testing companies and political figures that receive money from them. Please think of the children
and do not pass the increased testing requirement. This is a horrible decision especially after the upheaval of
education due to Covid-19. Do better and put our tax dollars into teaching kids not testing them!

Janelle



From: Jasmine Lellock
To: MCAS
Subject: Comments on proposal to change MCAS
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:25:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Board,

As an educator and parent, I implore you to reconsider changing the standards. Indeed, I suggest that you eradicate
the MCAS entirely as a high stakes exam.

MCAS had never been an effective tool for measuring student success. It has always been very limited in its scope.
Now, especially after a pandemic when the DESE claims to value SEL and student well-being, it is time to finally
do what should have been done for decade: eliminate the exam as a graduation requirement.

Warmly,
Jasmine Lellock



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Beth Osborne
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:01:30 PM

Hello.
It has come to my attention that there will be a meeting to discuss setting new standards for
MCAS. With so many children effected by remote learning, I think it would be criminal to
raise the bar now. I urge you to reconsider after the ripple of Covid has passed and we can
truly see how damaging it was. 
I appreciate all the hard work teachers are doing to “catch up” but I fear in many communities
“meeting the standard” after all but losing 2 years will be difficult for so many.
Thanks for taking the time to consider my thoughts.
Beth Osborne 
Blackstone, MA

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Heather McDonough
To: MCAS
Subject: Mcas
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 8:41:03 PM

Do not raise the scores





From: Alyson Cordio
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 8:34:32 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Whomever thinks this is a good idea,
I would like to request that each and every person who was involved in proposing this ridiculous idea come and
spend an entire week in the classroom teaching. Not just observing but step directly into the shoes of a teacher and
then tell me this is a good idea. Actually it doesn’t even have to be a teacher. Try on the dean’s shoes or possibly the
nurse’s or better yet a school adjustment counselor for one entire week. If you do that and still think that raising
MCAS is where we should be spending our time, then I will pack my things and go because there will no longer be
any hope for public education.

Consider this a dare.

Sincerely,
Alyson M. Cordio
Dedicated teacher of the students not the test

Sent from my iPhone



From: Keri Westhaver
To: MCAS
Subject: Public comment on MCAS
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 8:14:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To whom it may concern:

I’m submitting my public comment regarding making MCAS more difficult. I feel that MCAS are a way to hurt our
educational system. They are not an accurate view of our students abilities  They have forced our educators to “teach
to the test” rather than teach a well rounded curriculum.
MCAS have hurt our education in Massachusetts. Our students are behind because of them. They are stressed out
because of MCAS. Nothing good has come out of this test, so make it harder?!  No, abolish it once and for all and
let’s focus on getting these kids the best possible education.
Thank you,
Keri Westhaver



From: Samantha Shea
To: MCAS
Subject: Raising standards
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 8:13:41 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I think raising the standards just in time for the students who were hit the hardest by the Covid shutdown to graduate
is politically motivated; Let’s make it harder to graduate so it looks like kids are not as smart as they used to be
before Covid, so the public thinks teachers are the enemy and are failing our students. Meanwhile we have been
working harder than ever before to close learning gaps while also addressing the immense social-emotional needs of
our students. Massachusetts students are already the top performing students in the country and you need to raise the
standards why? Just to make teachers look bad. Shame on you.
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error, please notify the system manager. This
message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named
addressee, you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this email. Please notify the sender immediately by email
if you have received this email by mistake and delete this email from your system. If you are not the intended
recipient, you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of
this information is strictly prohibited. This email is the property of the Revere Public School Department.



From: Ann Valentine
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 8:12:10 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

As a teacher of over 30 years in MA I am appalled by the thought of someone even having the audacity to bring up a
conversation of increasing the expected passing levels of the MCAS. Why are the people who clearly have no
knowledge of the ridiculousness of administering these tests not talking with the professionals? AKA teachers! Not
only are these people out of touch with what these tests do not show in terms of student achievement, they are not
remotely aware of what students in MA have gone through in the past 3 years in terms of COVID.
How could anyone who actually cares about children even think of suggesting  a higher score needed to pass that
test? Are you just interested in raising the bar to up the stress level of students as well as staff? Do you enjoy this?
How out of touch are you?
This suggestion is offensive and so out of touch with what our students need from our state. Try using the money to
help the students instead of hurting them!
Respectfully a teacher who cannot wait to retire!!!
Ann Valentine

Sent from my iPhone
--
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic transmission is for the intended
recipient only and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure. Any review,
dissemination, or use of this transmission or any of its contents by
persons other than the intended recipient is strictly prohibited. If you
receive this transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately
upon receipt and delete or destroy the communication and its attachments.
As a reminder, identifiable student data, including name and information,
is protected under confidentiality laws and should only be shared between
authorized individuals. Thank you for your cooperation.



From: Stefanie Delaney
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 8:03:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello! Increasing the standards for MCAS starting with the class of 2026 is not a welcome change. Students who
have wealth with the Covid 19 Pandemic during very formative years (late elementary/middle school) are likely to
have long term repercussions and this simply is not fair. You should consider this after all students affected by
Covid have graduated.

As a parent of two students this would affect (class of 27 & 29) I am vehemently against this proposal.

Stefanie L. Delaney, M.S., PA-C



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From:
To: MCAS
Subject: proposed amendments to mcas
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:58:56 PM

Student Assessment Office
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education,

 A little background- I am a veteran teacher for the state of Massachusetts, having taught 3rd and 4th
grade students.  My area of expertise is in Special Education at a Title 1 low income school.  I also have
two children of my own, who are in  in a different district from where I teach.  In my 18
years dealing with education and children- the high stakes tests have been more harmful than helpful.. 
They create anxiety and fear of failure.  The unattainable goals (already for some children) make it nearly
impossible for them to feel successful.  We are so worried about our children's social and emotional well
being (mostly due to the nearly 2 year shut down from COVID).  Our resources should be spent in
supplying more emotional support for our children- instead of bogging them down with more graduation
requirements.  Many students just drop out.  Please please reconsider adding MCAS as a graduation
requirement for our students.  The tests are very unfair to our struggling learners- who many have
accommodations and/or modifications for them to be successful inside a regular classroom- but who can't
access the curriculum correctly- they are the ones getting punished.  Not to mention back to COVID-
where our students struggled to maintain any attendance during ONLINE learning- they have HUGE
gaps- gaps that are going to take years to close.  Instead of upping your requirements- our standards
should be modified or amended to help our learners.  Please PLEASE go to our struggling districts- go to
Worcester, Springfield, not our country club schools!!!!!  See the need that is there- through no fault of the
school or the teachers/staff.  COVID, social emotional well being, home life, pressures, etc..... our
students need us more than ever to be in their corner- doing what's right for them!!!   Spend the day in an
actual classroom- not just walking around buildings, in and out.  Be there.  Our system is failing our
students, and YOU can fix this!  YOU can make it right.  Sure, have MCAS to hold everyone accountable-
but don't make it a graduation requirement.  Our kids have been through enough.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Grade 4 Teacher
M.Ed, CAGS,
Grinspoon Educator Recipient 2021



From: Anne Rudin
To: MCAS
Subject: Increased MCAS expectations
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:58:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

What about this terrible time in history makes you want to make things harder for these students?
Why now while we are trying to remediate the skills they have missed?
What happens when the drop-out rate increases? The idea is tone def.
A comment I hear students asking teachers everyday is “why do we have to learn this”? These kids are slowly
coming out of crisis mode and questioning everything.
Rethink this dark idea.
Sincerely, a concerned teacher

Sent from my iPhone



From: Heidi Richard
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS requirement
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:54:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To Whom It May Concern:

Your plan to increase the passing MCAS scores starting with the class of 2026 shows just how out of touch you are
with public education in the state of Massachusetts. The class of 2026 had their sixth grade year interrupted. Their
seventh grade year was almost entirely remote. They returned to eighth grade with staff shortages, Covid surges, and
behavior needs. You told school staff to focus on social emotional learning. And then you slam them with this. This
is just a move to give more money to Pearson and proves that you have no idea what is actually going on in the
state’s classrooms. Why don’t you spend some time with the class of 2026? See how the pandemic has affected
them. Talk to their teachers about the challenges they are facing. This plan does nothing but undermine the work the
teachers have done to meet the social emotional needs to these students and reduce these children to nothing more
than a number on a standardized test. Shame on you.

Heidi Richard
Massachusetts public school teacher

Sent from my iPhone



From: Nadine Carter
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS proposal
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:47:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello,

I think the increased levels to pass MCAS starting with the class of 2026 is a very bad idea.  The children have gone
through a very difficult time with Covid and I have not had the same educational experiences of other students prior
to them and increasing the MCAS requirements would only add to the stress that these young people are already
overwhelmed with.  If you want to increase it for the class of 2031 I could understand and accept that decision but
not with the group of children most affected by the pandemic.

Sincerely,

Nadine Carter

Sent from my iPhone



From: Elizabeth Condon
To: MCAS
Subject: Proposal to increase MCAS passing scores
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:28:41 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To Whom It May Concern:
The proposal to increase passing scores for students to graduate starting in 2026 in greatly disheartening. These
students have dealt with trauma, loss, and educational setbacks the last two years. These do not miraculously mend
themselves. This is not the time to raise the stakes. As an educator and parent, I strongly disagree with this proposal.
We should be focusing on the gains these students are able to make considering all they’ve been through. Putting
more stress and anxiety on students is NOT helping the mental health crisis that is rising amongst our teens.
I am urging you to reconsider this proposal.
Elizabeth Condon

Sent from my iPhone



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Lisa Desrochers
To: MCAS
Subject: Opposed to raising the competency score
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:06:02 PM

I am completely against the proposal to raise the score on the MCAS needed to graduate.
These children have endured so much learning loss since March of 2020 that I can't believe
raising the stakes on them is even under consideration! With DESE's plan for teachers to focus
on SEL this year, how could they then decide to add to these students' stress by telling them
that it will be even harder for them to graduate. Please, DESE, as both a parent of children
who will be effected by this proposal and as a 27-year teacher, I beg you please do not do this
to these students. Your actions could cause irreparable harm to the self-esteem of these kids,
which is completely the opposite of what DESE told us was our focus this year and is
completely unacceptable. 

Lisa Desrochers 



From: Maureen Carlone
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS Proposal
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 7:05:37 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Comm. Riley & Staff,

I’m emailing you regarding your ludicrous proposal to increase  the scores our students need to achieve in order to
graduate from high school. First of all, how is it even reasonable to base a student’s ability to graduate on MCAS,
especially for those who’ve performed well all throughout high school? I know of many HONOR students who’ve
had to retake MCAS in order to graduate due to low scores. Do you realize this is setting our students up for failure?
Do you even care? I know it’s all about federal funding but, shouldn’t a student’s achievement & proven success be
more important?

I’d like to see all of you take and pass the required MCAS assessments prior to implementing  this foolishness. In
order to maintain the utmost security, your sessions must be strictly monitored by teachers. Challenge made.

Wake up.

Sincerely,
Maureen E. Carlone
Middle School Math Teacher

Sent from my iPhone



From: Lisa Breese
To: MCAS
Subject: Please stop
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 6:52:49 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Thank you for opening to public comment on the proposed MCAS passing score change. We do not need to raise
the passing score for MCAS. Your test scores last year were meaningless, the standards didn't even match up in
ELA and students took different tests, this year multiple stories are appearing online with test question issues.  Do
you not understand the data that is already in schools on students, their academic performance, their growth, and
believe it or not more rigorous performance based assessments.  Stop wasting time with more testing focus and
wasted money on additional testing.  We don't need to raise the scores, your funding already discriminates against
high needs students and now you will raise the bar on a group of students who are coming out of a two year
pandemic with breaks in learning because of policies you created from your homes?  I'm sorry this is not entirely
negative I do appreciate data, but the reality is your data is a waste of money when districts already invest and your
more immediate data collection like NWEA and i Ready. Results we get the following year do little to help us
improve work we are doing with those students. More and more students and families are opting out of your testing
and policy changes likes this make more and more people question you as your policy changes are out of touch once
again with student needs.  We want top performing students who excel in their college and careers, so let them
engage in learning and not switch to schools without MCAS or drop out because of another silly change like this.  I
am embarrassed it was even proposed for this group of students, sadly I'm not surprised.  Please do better, Lisa







From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: ESE Web Contact Us Form - MCAS FOR MR RILEY /board
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:28:55 AM

Forward from Board inbox

From: Board of Education <boe@doe.mass.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 10:33 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Cc:  <
Subject: ESE Web Contact Us Form - MCAS FOR MR RILEY /board
 

The following comments have been submitted from the Massachusetts Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education website at http://www.doe.mass.edu/contact/qanda.aspx

 Name: Candi 
 Email: 
 Phone: 5085555566
 Subject: MCAS FOR MR RILEY /board
 Address Line 1: 
 Address Line 2: 
 City: 
 State: 
 Zip: 
 Comments: Good afternoon, 
Hello my name is Candiann I am a parent and I am emailing you today because I just read mr.Riley
and the board want to make the MCAS scores even higher and they can't pass if they don't reach the
requirements . I am highly concerned that you want to raise the requirements to MCAS. I'm also
highly concerned that you and  your colleges even think this a good idea? What about students with
disabilities? ADHD,autism,dyslexia, learning disabilities,deaf,language disabilities.What happens to
those students? Why is MCAS determining what students graduate and what students don't? We
should be focusing on teaching them to succeed not teaching them to pass MCAS. We should be
adding More TRADE SCHOOLS in every school even elementary, adding tutors in schools to help
all students who need the help not using the money for MCAS. Your basically implying to all these
students in Mass if you don't pass this test your not smart so you can't graduate ! Teachers
everywhere advocate to end this !
test, and you do the opposite and higher the score requirement?  How is that helping our children but
giving them anxiety?



From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: ESE Web Contact Us Form - MCAS FOR MR RILEY /board
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:28:34 AM

Forward from Board inbox

From: Board of Education <boe@doe.mass.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 11:59 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Cc:  <
Subject: ESE Web Contact Us Form - MCAS FOR MR RILEY /board
 

The following comments have been submitted from the Massachusetts Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education website at http://www.doe.mass.edu/contact/qanda.aspx

 Name: Candi 
 Email: 
 Phone: 5085555566
 Subject: MCAS FOR MR RILEY /board
 Address Line 1: 
 Address Line 2: 
 City: 
 State: 
 Zip: 
 Comments: Good afternoon, 
Hello my name is Candiann I am a parent and I am emailing you today because I just read mr.Riley
and the board want to make the MCAS scores even higher and they can't pass if they don't reach the
requirements . I am highly concerned that you want to raise the requirements to MCAS. I'm also
highly concerned that you and  your colleges even think this a good idea? What about students with
disabilities? ADHD,autism,dyslexia, learning disabilities,deaf,language disabilities.What happens to
those students? Why is MCAS determining what students graduate and what students don't? We
should be focusing on teaching them to succeed not teaching them to pass MCAS. We should be
adding More TRADE SCHOOLS in every school even elementary, adding tutors in schools to help
all students who need the help not using the money for MCAS. Your basically implying to all these
students in Mass if you don't pass this test your not smart so you can't graduate ! Teachers
everywhere advocate to end this !
test, and you do the opposite and higher the score requirement?  How is that helping our children but
giving them anxiety?





From: Sullivan  Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: MCAS
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:28:09 AM
Attachments: image0 png

Forward from Board inbox

From: Melissa Kniskern <
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 12:17 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: MCAS
 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 



This is the most ludicrous idea that could ever happen. The amount of pressure and anxiety these types of tests cause our youth.
Especially after the pandemic that we are still in and still trying to recover from. If anything at all these tests should be eliminated! I
truly hope you reconsider this and definitely not require higher scores!
Concerned parent/educator 
Melissa





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Public Comment on Proposal to Increase CD Standard
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:27:47 AM
Attachments: Public Comment response on CD proposal.pdf

Forward from Board inbox

From: Paul Bottome 
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 3:06 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: Public Comment on Proposal to Increase CD Standard
 

Good afternoon,

Please see the attached response for public comment on the proposed amendment
to raise the CD standard.

Thank you.

Paul Bottome



Paul Bottome EdD 
 
 
 

April 27, 2022 
 

Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
75 Pleasant Street, Malden, MA 02148 
 
Dear Members of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, 

I am writing in response to the request for public comment regarding the Proposed Amendments 
to Competency Determination Regulations.  The proposed amendments are a well-intentioned 
attempt to improve public education in Massachusetts.  However, they are entirely misguided in 
their design and potential application.   

The amendments, if approved, would further exacerbate the existing gaps we see among several 
different subgroups including Students with Disabilities, EL and Former EL Students, African-
American/Black Students, Hispanic-Latino Students, and Economically Disadvantaged Students. 
The success rate on MCAS of the above groups significantly lags behind those of white, and 
non-disabled students.  

Sub-Group 2019 Grade 10 ELA 
% Not Meeting 
Expectations 

2019 Grade 10 Math 
% Not Meeting 
Expectations 

2021 Grade 10 
ELA % Not 
Meeting 
Expectations 

2021 Grade 10 
Math % Not 
Meeting 
Expectations 

SWD 26 32 27 36 
African 
American/Black 

16 18 16 23 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 

18 19 19 24 

EL and Former EL 34 28 41 39 
Hispanic/Latino 19 19 22 26 
White 4 5 5 7 
Non-Disabled 4 4 5 7 

 

These gaps then impact the graduation and drop-out rates which can be linked directly to the 
current Competency Determination (CD) requirement. Students who score as Not Meeting 
Expectations on the grade 10 MCAS become further disenchanted with education and their 
chances of earning high school diploma greatly diminishes.  This starts them down a path toward 
non-completion and dropping out.  Consequently, students at ages 15 and 16 are having their 
entire futures decided for them based on the results of a standardized test.  The Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (the Department) and the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (the Board) will point out that it is the school districts who bear the 
responsibility for these gaps -and they would be correct to a degree- but that does not lessen their 
collective responsibility for the dramatic impact that increasing the CD standard would have in 
perpetuating and further embedding these systemic inequities that have far reaching 



consequences for communities.  To their credit the Department has provided the Cohort and 
Portfolio appeal process for some students; however, this process is cumbersome, not well 
publicized, and is ineffective at encouraging students who have scored poorly to persist in their 
education. 

Another particular concern lies with the impact that raising the CD standard will have 
specifically on students with disabilities. For these students, standardized tests are antithetical to 
how teachers have been trained to best educate them.  Special educators understand that all 
students learn differently and that all students display what they have learned in different ways. 
By the 10th grade many students with disabilities have benefited greatly from differentiated 
instruction and universally designed learning practices for 10 years or more.  As part of their 
explicitly designed instruction students are not being “trained” to take and succeed on 
standardized tests, in fact, for the majority of their schooling they are being taught what is, in 
many ways, the opposite of how traditional instructional methods prepare students for 
standardized tests. The opportunities to consume information through different means and then 
to display what they have learned using various modalities is a foundation of their instructional 
experiences.  These standardized tests, no matter how well designed or intentioned they may be, 
are unjust and inequitable criterion for graduation for students that have had the entirety of their 
educational experiences designed differently from the old-fashioned standardized “grill and drill” 
testing model that MCAS encourages.  It is highly notable that the presentation made to the 
Board did not discuss or even mention the impact on students with disabilities.  Students with 
disabilities were only brought up when the Board was posing questions after the presentation and 
a member briefly referenced a note in the appendix. Students with Disabilities are one of the 
groups that would be the most profoundly impacted by this change and it appears that these 
students were largely ignored in this calculation and proposal to the Board.   

The Department has admirably drawn attention to the significant achievement gaps that are 
present throughout the state in various subgroups.  MCAS while not a perfect tool is at least able 
to help shine a light on these gaps and provide some quantitative data to help illustrate this 
problem.  However, in spite of the knowledge of the problem, the Department has not been able 
to adequately support districts in their efforts to make a significant dent in this entrenched issue.  
It is an issue that exists statewide and persists in just about every community in Massachusetts.  
Until we have developed a solution to these inequities it is highly inappropriate to increase the 
CD requirement which will only serve to further embed these injustices and will simultaneously 
decrease the graduation rate while increasing the drop-out rate.  These policies will mean that 
some 15 and 16-year-old students are having their lives mapped out for them before they even 
have a chance to truly start.   

 Additionally, the Department states “For example, only 11% students in the class of 2011 who 
scored at the current passing standard in mathematics went on to enroll in a four-year college in 
Massachusetts, and only 5% graduated from a four-year college within seven years.” as a 
highlight of their evidence supporting the increased CD requirement.  This faulty presumption 
assumes that all students need to go to a traditional four-year college in order to be successful in 
life which greatly minimizes the importance of trade schools, the military, and other post-



secondary career options.  As indicated by the presentation’s data around high school drop-outs’ 
future earning potential, attending a traditional four-year college is not necessarily a requirement 
for success in life, but receiving a high school diploma most assuredly is.  Having to meet an 
increased CD standard on a standardized test should not be the determining factor in having an 
opportunity at that success.   

In closing, increasing the CD standard is misguided for several reasons.  It is, on its face, 
inequitable and will disproportionally affect historically marginalized groups representing 
exactly the type of systemic inequities that we need to be moving away from.  Also, in spite of 
the lip service and rebranding of the MCAS, it is still simply a standardized test that is only able 
to measure a small and finite amount of student learning.  Additionally, the MCAS is in 
opposition to good teaching practice when working with students who learn differently.  Lastly, 
it allows one test to decide the future of 15 and 16-year-old students robbing them of choice and 
opportunity.  Until the gaps in learning have been closed it is irresponsible and negligent to raise 
the CD standard beyond its current level, and it would continue to further perpetuate an 
inequitable educational system.  MCAS is a tool that can be useful for school and district 
accountability, however it is a highly flawed and punitive tool when used as a graduation 
requirement and should not be relied on too heavily. 

Thank you for your time.  

Sincerely, 

Paul Bottome 

Paul Bottome Ed.D. 

 





From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: MCAS
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:27:24 AM

Forward from Board inbox

From: JANIS TEBO 
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 5:40 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: MCAS
 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts
mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know
the content is safe. 

I am writing in response to your desire to raise the scores for MCAS. As a retired educator, who
served students for more than 35 years, I am opposed to this plan. It’s stressful enough now with
students and teachers trying to adjust to being back in the classroom. Teachers are leaving their jobs
because of the increase in demands on them. Adding more will ultimately lead to teachers throwing
in the towel because of more pressure added to increase student performance! 

As for the students, have some mercy on them! As you all should know, not all students learn the
same way and not all are good at taking standardized tests. Unfortunately, we’re teaching to pass a
test, and not teaching to meet individual needs of the students. Passing a State Mandated test does
not prove that a student has excelled, but learned to pass a
 test only. 

With what educators and students have been through for the last couple of years, it appears that
you’re attempting to add more anxiety, more stress and worry. 

Please reconsider your plan for the sake of all concerned.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Janis Tebo
Sent from my iPhone



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: MCAS Concerns
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:27:12 AM

Forward from Board inbox

From:  <
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 6:56 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: MCAS Concerns
 

4/27/22

Jeffrey C. Riley
Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
75 Pleasant Street
Malden, MA 02148

Dear Mr. Riley,

I hope this note finds you well.

I am writing to inquire around the rationale and the benefits of the proposed MCAS 
increased score requirement, specifically for our most disadvantaged students, disabled 
and ELL.

Data shows that the MCAS disproportionately forms a barrier to a diplomaed graduation, 
and the college and income opportunities that a diploma provides, for our most 
disadvantaged students. (68.9% of Massachusetts seniors who had not passed all three of 
the high school MCAS tests by the end of their senior year were students with 
disabilities. - Kruger, NAEP; Unemployment rates higher for those without diploma at 
14+%, Employment Policies Institute)

Would we not be better served to invest the time, money and energy into programs, 
resources and staff to help raise scores? Rather than pushing a goal post even further 
away for some of our most hard working and already challenged students?

As I am sure with most of the correspondence you will receive on this topic, I have a 
personal and vested interest in the MCAS. My son, a rising  and member of the 





From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: MCAS
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:27:00 AM

Forward from Board inbox

From: Candiann F 
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2022 12:37 PM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: MCAS
 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts
mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know
the content is safe. 

Good afternoon, 

Hello I'm writing to you this afternoon about the MCAS requirements Mr.Riley and the board
announced yesterday. This idea that raising the requirement on MCAS for students or they don’t
pass is absurd. What about students with disabilities? Learning disabilities? Why is one test
determining if a student graduates or not? What if they are A+ Students but bad test takers due to
anxiety? Why not put all the money MCAS cost into tutors, trade programs/schools/fix our old
schools/hire more teachers/special Ed teachers.How does MCAS benefit our children? Teachers
teach to pass the MCAS and that’s not how it should be.aren’t you listening to all the
teachers/staff/parents/parents with kids with disabilities who are saying to end MCAS that it doesn’t
fill the learning gap and it adds stress/anxiety. By adding this policy you are going to increase the
failure rate. You shouldn't be focusing on increasing requirement with MCAS as you should be
focusing on 
 Adding tutors in schools and other programs for all  children to succeed. MCAS should be gone and
students teachers should testing them like mid terms/final exams/and weekly tests. And not all
children go to college, that’s why trade schools are awesome especially for children with disabilities
like adhd, autism, learning disability.

Thank you. 

Sent from my iPhone





CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: Changes to MCAS graduation requirments
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:26:37 AM

Forward from Board inbox

From: Ryan Rogers <
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2022 7:36 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>; tips@westernmassnews.com
<tips@westernmassnews.com>; reportit@wwlp.com <reportit@wwlp.com>
Subject: Changes to MCAS graduation requirments
 

Good Morning Education leaders,
I just have one question. This June is the first time that the Next Generation standards and
Next Generation MCAS test is going to be implemented across all grade levels and subjects.
(Science is the last one being implemented this year at the High School Level in case you were
unaware)  I'm just wondering what data has been used to justify changing the MCAS
graduation requirements without knowing how students perform on the new standards.It seems
a bit premature as these students haven't even been tested on these new standards and we have
no good testing data for the past two years as a result  of the lack of testing due to the Covid
Pandemic. I would really like to understand this justification, as I'm sure the others would as
well.

Thanks,
Ryan Rogers



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: MCAS adjustments
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:26:28 AM

Forward from Board inbox

From: Ryan Rogers <
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2022 8:43 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: MCAS adjustments
 

Good Morning,
I'm hoping you can be of assistance to me. As you may or may not be aware, the Department
of Education and Secondary Education recently announced that they were considering changes
to the MCAS graduation requirement effective with the current class of 2026(Current 8th
graders). Putting my own feelings aside about the validity of this test and effectiveness in
measuring student progress,  I do have one question that I feel needs to be addressed. This
June, will be the first time the Next Generation MCAS standards and tests will be
implemented across all grade levels and subjects. (The science exam is the last one to be fully
implemented at the High School level) What data is being used to justify these changes? It
would seem unlikely that there is enough qualitative data available to justify these changes.
Especially when you take into account the following items.

The first class to take the next generation mcas for ELA had several questions thrown
out due to the racist undertones of the question (Class of 2021)
The class of 2021 and 2022 had the MCAS requirements waived due to Covid 19 and
many did not take the test.
For the class of 2023 and 2024 participation in the MCAS was down due to the Covid
pandemic. 

Since the state has started implementing the next generation standards, there hasn't been one
normal year of testing. Adjusting the requirements seems very premature, unless there is data
that I am not aware of. 

Thank you for hearing me out,

Ryan Rogers



From: Sullivan, Courtney (DESE) on behalf of Board of Education (DOE)
To: MCAS
Subject: Fw: MCAS changes
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:25:57 AM

Forward from Board inbox

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 10:30 AM
To: Board of Education (DOE) <BoardofEducation@mass.gov>
Subject: MCAS changes
 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the  Commonwealth of Massachusetts
mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know
the content is safe. 

Dear Jeff Riley,

I hope you are following the outrage on social media in response to the news that the state is
considering higher MCAS scores to graduate. MCAS testing measures the success of our schools,
not of our students. It should never, ever, have been made to be a requirement for graduation. It
makes no sense for the standards to be increased for current 8th graders who “missed” two years of
“normal” school. We are seeing data coming out about educational deficits and a mental health
“crisis” in our public schools because of the pandemic, and the way the DESE wants to “fix” the
problem is upping requirements? How about we fund our public schools at the level they require?
How about we put additional academic supports in place for the students in Massachusetts? How
about we make changes that will actually benefit the staff and the students in schools? Upping
requirements will only add stress to kids who are struggling with anxiety and stress, and further
stress educators that have been working triple time to keep schools running in a pandemic. The
majority of administrators, educators, and parents- all of whom want the best outcomes for students-
do not support this change. What we do support is eliminating MCAS as a graduation requirement
and giving schools the funding they require to succeed.

I am the parent of a brilliant who could not read (or write or add or subtract single digit
numbers) entering 3rd grade because we (at the time) lived in a horrible district that took advantage
of his learning disabilities instead of supporting them. That district also didn’t “allow” many students
on IEPs to take MCAS. They opt them out, and parents had no say. When my child was entering/in
Kindergarten, I filed a complaint and went to mediation with the district. It was utterly useless and
the final outcome of that dispute didn’t help my child academically and harmed him emotionally.
Finally, when entering 3rd grade we moved districts to get our child what he was entitled to- a free
and appropriate public education. He learned about 3 years of academics in one year and completed
3rd grade about 6 months behind instead of years behind. (He made all that academic growth on
ONE year after struggling to make any for THREE school years.) For the last two years his learning
disabilities and other needs are well supported and his brilliance is showing in the classroom. His
teachers comment about how hard working he is, how thoroughly he understands the information
and how much he’s participating in class. He has access to and participates in a highly rated music
program at school. He’s gotten straight As every term in both 7th and 8th grade. All that success, but
his MCAS scores are not reflective of how brilliant and capable he actually is. 

I am aware of a district that delayed teaching multiplication in 3rd grade because they taught to the



MCAS test and spent months taking practice tests rather than teaching the curriculum standards. We
know so many children with mental health struggles because of the uncertainty of the last few years.
Increasing standards won’t help them… but there are so many other, better things you could do that
would help them.

Please don’t make this change. I think instead you need to remove MCAS as a graduation
requirement, and find science driven ways to promote mental wellness and academic success in our
public schools. 

Setting a higher standard without any other changes to support our schools is never going to get you
your intended outcomes. Please do better.

A masters educated mother of 3 who didn’t need to pass a standardized state exam as a graduation
requirement.

Sincerely,

Sent from my iPhone





From: Stapel, Michol (DESE)
To: MCAS
Subject: FW: For your records FW: ESE Web Contact Us Form - MCAS passing score increase
Date: Friday, April 29, 2022 2:47:08 PM

Public comment on MCAS.

-----Original Message-----
From: Commissioner's Office <commissioner@doe mass.edu>
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2022 2:41 PM
To: Stapel, Michol (DESE) <Michol.Stapel@mass.gov>
Subject: For your records FW: ESE Web Contact Us Form - MCAS passing score increase

Hello Michol: Forwarding the email below for your records. Best, Marie

-----Original Message-----
From: Commissioner's Office <www@doe.mass.edu>
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2022 2:37 PM
To: Commissioner's Office <commissioner@doe.mass.edu>
Cc: kara2pt@yahoo.com
Subject: ESE Web Contact Us Form - MCAS passing score increase

The following comments have been submitted from the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education website at http://www.doe mass.edu/contact/qanda.aspx

 Name: 
 Email: 
 Phone: 
 Subject: MCAS passing score increase
 Address Line 1: 
 Address Line 2:
 City: 
 State: MA
 Zip: 
 Comments: Hi,
As a former student who has , I am out raged with the proposal to increase the passing grade for
the MCAS test. I graduated in 2003 and I was the first class that had to pass that test to graduate and the amount of
stress it put on me was  astronomical, after failing multiple times. My son is also diagnosed with  and

 and this year I had to continually comfort him while he made himself physically ill stressing over his first
year taking the MCAS test. He was left feeling like he wasn't good enough, or smart enough, something I sadly
remember feeling through school. Who truly is benefitting increasing the MCAS passing score? We need trades
people so bad, in so many fields and not everyone is meant for academics and not everyone's intelligence can be
measured on a piece of paper. Why make it harder for these students to get into the work force and begin a career in
plumbing, carpentry, landscaping, mechanic, electrician, heavy machinery, truck driv!
 er, the list goes on. These  students need a high school diploma and passing that test as it is right now, should give
them that. Let's not set children up to fail, and keep the scores the way they are.



From: Stapel, Michol (DESE)
To: MCAS
Subject: FW: ESE Web Contact Us Form - MCAS
Date: Thursday, April 28, 2022 3:30:35 PM

I guess we should consider this as a submission for public comment on the CD . . . ?

-----Original Message-----
From: Commissioner's Office <commissioner@doe mass.edu>
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2022 3:29 PM
To: Stapel, Michol (DESE) <Michol.Stapel@mass.gov>
Cc: Correa, Leldamy (DESE) <Leldamy.Correa@mass.gov>
Subject: FW: ESE Web Contact Us Form - MCAS

Good afternoon Michol: Leldamy asked that I forward the MCAS email below to you.

Best,
Marie

-----Original Message-----
From: Commissioner's Office <www@doe.mass.edu>
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2022 12:28 PM
To: Commissioner's Office <commissioner@doe.mass.edu>
Cc: 
Subject: ESE Web Contact Us Form - MCAS

The following comments have been submitted from the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education website at http://www.doe mass.edu/contact/qanda.aspx

 Name: Holly LePrevost
 Email: 
 Phone: 
 Subject: MCAS
 Address Line 1: 
 Address Line 2:
 City: 
 State: MA
 Zip: 01238
 Comments: Raising the bar for MCAS score results to graduate is RIDICULOUS. Why is this even a thought at this
time? Our kids just faced VERY UNDERPREPARED virtual programs for a year or more. Then, got thrown back
into it like they were supposed to be on track. This is preposterous. Why doesn't DESE focus on how to catch these
kids up first?!? I mean seriously!
Sincerely,
The RN who worked through this pandemic while also teaching a 1st grader and 5th grader for a full year via a FL
virtual platform (for a MA school) with NO actual teachers, just a list of modules.. And yes, my kids did well, unlike
many others.



CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Morgan Fleishman
To: MCAS
Subject: MCAS graduation requirement - opposed
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 7:43:34 PM

Good evening DOE,
 
I would like to comment on the new idea to require MCAS scores for graduation. I feel this is
not beneficial to students that have varying abilities, varying primary languages, and other
factors that can lead to poor test performance. 
 
Standardized tests do not measure anything besides students' ability to take standardized
tests. I have always scored high on tests/SATs/etc - but I don't think these tests are relevant,
and should not determine if a student graduates. Traditional schooling and higher education is
not for everyone, but these kids who may not go into higher ed, will hold jobs crucial to our
society in another facet. A lot of pressure is placed on going to college directly after high
school. A lot of people are not ready for that. There are alternatives to expensive traditional
colleges! Trade schools and associate degrees often require high school diploma or
equivalent. Tutors are expensive. Some high schoolers must work part time jobs to assist their
family in paying bills or putting food on the table. You cannot understand everyone’s
struggles, strife, or survival tactics, and then add this excessive weight. Many may just drop
out and never complete high school due to these extra hoops for a piece of paper that may
not be important to them. Putting everyone under one umbrella and assuming their path or
passion is higher education, is a fairy tale.

This is an extreme and unnecessary burden to deny graduation due to poor test scores. Over
and over again we have seen studies showing that test scores do not measure knowledge nor
problem solving skills, nor general potential. Standardized tests are archaic at this point, and
are blatantly unfair to those in lower economic status, immigrants, or people with learning
disabilities/challenges. I also do not believe that these tests accurately measure how well a
teacher is conveying lessons and curricula. 
 
This is unfair to all involved.
 
If this is not the appropriate forum for expressing concerns and opposition to MCAS as
graduation requirement, please direct me to the correct office.
 
Thank you for your time,
Morgan Fleishman



(PS I am a MA resident, an excellent test taker, have two children in MA public schools, and
countless friends and colleagues that are teachers)
 







Paul Bottome EdD 
 
 
 


April 27, 2022 
 


Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
75 Pleasant Street, Malden, MA 02148 
 
Dear Members of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, 


I am writing in response to the request for public comment regarding the Proposed Amendments 
to Competency Determination Regulations.  The proposed amendments are a well-intentioned 
attempt to improve public education in Massachusetts.  However, they are entirely misguided in 
their design and potential application.   


The amendments, if approved, would further exacerbate the existing gaps we see among several 
different subgroups including Students with Disabilities, EL and Former EL Students, African-
American/Black Students, Hispanic-Latino Students, and Economically Disadvantaged Students. 
The success rate on MCAS of the above groups significantly lags behind those of white, and 
non-disabled students.  


Sub-Group 2019 Grade 10 ELA 
% Not Meeting 
Expectations 


2019 Grade 10 Math 
% Not Meeting 
Expectations 


2021 Grade 10 
ELA % Not 
Meeting 
Expectations 


2021 Grade 10 
Math % Not 
Meeting 
Expectations 


SWD 26 32 27 36 
African 
American/Black 


16 18 16 23 


Economically 
Disadvantaged 


18 19 19 24 


EL and Former EL 34 28 41 39 
Hispanic/Latino 19 19 22 26 
White 4 5 5 7 
Non-Disabled 4 4 5 7 


 


These gaps then impact the graduation and drop-out rates which can be linked directly to the 
current Competency Determination (CD) requirement. Students who score as Not Meeting 
Expectations on the grade 10 MCAS become further disenchanted with education and their 
chances of earning high school diploma greatly diminishes.  This starts them down a path toward 
non-completion and dropping out.  Consequently, students at ages 15 and 16 are having their 
entire futures decided for them based on the results of a standardized test.  The Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (the Department) and the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (the Board) will point out that it is the school districts who bear the 
responsibility for these gaps -and they would be correct to a degree- but that does not lessen their 
collective responsibility for the dramatic impact that increasing the CD standard would have in 
perpetuating and further embedding these systemic inequities that have far reaching 







consequences for communities.  To their credit the Department has provided the Cohort and 
Portfolio appeal process for some students; however, this process is cumbersome, not well 
publicized, and is ineffective at encouraging students who have scored poorly to persist in their 
education. 


Another particular concern lies with the impact that raising the CD standard will have 
specifically on students with disabilities. For these students, standardized tests are antithetical to 
how teachers have been trained to best educate them.  Special educators understand that all 
students learn differently and that all students display what they have learned in different ways. 
By the 10th grade many students with disabilities have benefited greatly from differentiated 
instruction and universally designed learning practices for 10 years or more.  As part of their 
explicitly designed instruction students are not being “trained” to take and succeed on 
standardized tests, in fact, for the majority of their schooling they are being taught what is, in 
many ways, the opposite of how traditional instructional methods prepare students for 
standardized tests. The opportunities to consume information through different means and then 
to display what they have learned using various modalities is a foundation of their instructional 
experiences.  These standardized tests, no matter how well designed or intentioned they may be, 
are unjust and inequitable criterion for graduation for students that have had the entirety of their 
educational experiences designed differently from the old-fashioned standardized “grill and drill” 
testing model that MCAS encourages.  It is highly notable that the presentation made to the 
Board did not discuss or even mention the impact on students with disabilities.  Students with 
disabilities were only brought up when the Board was posing questions after the presentation and 
a member briefly referenced a note in the appendix. Students with Disabilities are one of the 
groups that would be the most profoundly impacted by this change and it appears that these 
students were largely ignored in this calculation and proposal to the Board.   


The Department has admirably drawn attention to the significant achievement gaps that are 
present throughout the state in various subgroups.  MCAS while not a perfect tool is at least able 
to help shine a light on these gaps and provide some quantitative data to help illustrate this 
problem.  However, in spite of the knowledge of the problem, the Department has not been able 
to adequately support districts in their efforts to make a significant dent in this entrenched issue.  
It is an issue that exists statewide and persists in just about every community in Massachusetts.  
Until we have developed a solution to these inequities it is highly inappropriate to increase the 
CD requirement which will only serve to further embed these injustices and will simultaneously 
decrease the graduation rate while increasing the drop-out rate.  These policies will mean that 
some 15 and 16-year-old students are having their lives mapped out for them before they even 
have a chance to truly start.   


 Additionally, the Department states “For example, only 11% students in the class of 2011 who 
scored at the current passing standard in mathematics went on to enroll in a four-year college in 
Massachusetts, and only 5% graduated from a four-year college within seven years.” as a 
highlight of their evidence supporting the increased CD requirement.  This faulty presumption 
assumes that all students need to go to a traditional four-year college in order to be successful in 
life which greatly minimizes the importance of trade schools, the military, and other post-







secondary career options.  As indicated by the presentation’s data around high school drop-outs’ 
future earning potential, attending a traditional four-year college is not necessarily a requirement 
for success in life, but receiving a high school diploma most assuredly is.  Having to meet an 
increased CD standard on a standardized test should not be the determining factor in having an 
opportunity at that success.   


In closing, increasing the CD standard is misguided for several reasons.  It is, on its face, 
inequitable and will disproportionally affect historically marginalized groups representing 
exactly the type of systemic inequities that we need to be moving away from.  Also, in spite of 
the lip service and rebranding of the MCAS, it is still simply a standardized test that is only able 
to measure a small and finite amount of student learning.  Additionally, the MCAS is in 
opposition to good teaching practice when working with students who learn differently.  Lastly, 
it allows one test to decide the future of 15 and 16-year-old students robbing them of choice and 
opportunity.  Until the gaps in learning have been closed it is irresponsible and negligent to raise 
the CD standard beyond its current level, and it would continue to further perpetuate an 
inequitable educational system.  MCAS is a tool that can be useful for school and district 
accountability, however it is a highly flawed and punitive tool when used as a graduation 
requirement and should not be relied on too heavily. 


Thank you for your time.  


Sincerely, 


Paul Bottome 


Paul Bottome Ed.D. 
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To: Student Assessment Office, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 


From: Merrie Najimy, President 


            Massachusetts Teachers Association 


RE: Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00 and 603 CMR 31.00 


Date: June 3, 2022 


 


The Massachusetts Teachers Association opposes the proposed amendments to 603 CMR 30.00 pertaining to 


raising the score requirements on the grade 10 Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System in English 


Language Arts, mathematics and science.  


The MTA strongly opposes the proposed language that will mandate a student retake an MCAS test multiple times 


only for the purposes of reaching an arbitrary cut score. This requirement does not exist in the statutory language.  


The MTA recommends investment in Educational Proficiency Plans that will support students rather than retaking 


the same test.  


Our proposal aligns with the Massachusetts Elementary and Secondary Schools Act plan where “at the high school 


level, we will ensure that all students have multiple high‐quality pathways to educational and career 


opportunities after secondary school.” The MTA proposes the Department collaborate with student‐facing 


educators who will be the front lines of developing and implementing Educational Proficiency Plans. 


The MTA recommends the following:  


1. Delay the changes to the minimum MCAS scores related to the Competency Determination until further analysis 


of the test are available and until meaningful supports are available for students.  Maintain the Competency 


Determination score at 472 for English language arts and Mathematics for five additional years.  


2. Allow students, regardless of MCAS score, to access alternative measures to demonstrate subject matter 


knowledge and deeper learning in the content through meaningful and timely development of an Educational 


Proficiency Plan.  


3. Eliminate any requirements for a student to retake the MCAS multiple times to qualify for a high school 


diploma.  


4. Delay any changes to the Educational Proficiency Plan requirements and establish a task force to develop 


holistic guidelines for the EPP. The task force must school level practitioners to assess the unfunded mandates of 


the EPP plans, strategies for alignment with other graduation plans and pathways.  


5. Align the language guiding the Performance Appeals process to include parent/guardian notification and 


eliminate paperwork requirements which exclude students in small schools from being eligible for the 


Performance Appeal.  


6. Incorporate non‐test alternative demonstrations of advanced academic performance to satisfy the Certificate of 


Mastery and Seal of Biliteracy.    
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(a) Students in the graduating classes of 2010 through 
2024 shall meet or exceed the Needs Improvement 
threshold scaled score of 220 on a discipline‐specific high 
school Science and Technology/Engineering MCAS test. 


(b) Students in the graduating class of 2025 shall meet or 
exceed the scaled score threshold on a discipline‐specific 
high school Science and Technology/Engineering MCAS 
test administered in 20220 or later that has been 
determined by the Commissioner to be comparable to 
the scaled score threshold of 220 on the high school 
Science and Technology/Engineering MCAS tests 
administered before 20220. 


(c) Students in the graduating classes of 2026 through 


2029 shall meet or exceed the threshold scaled score of 


470 on a discipline specific high school Science and 


Technology/Engineering test. 


(c) Students starting with the graduating class of 2026 shall 


satisfy one of the following conditions:  


i.  Meet or exceed the threshold scaled score of 470 on a 


discipline specific high school Science MCAS test. 


ii. Meet or exceed an end of course assessment accepted 


by the Department.  


iii. Demonstration of a passing grade in the equivalent of 
three full‐year courses aligned to the high school 
curriculum frameworks in Science and Technology 
Engineering. 
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opportunities for additional tutoring or other 


individualized academic supports, and determine whether 


the student is making progress toward proficiency meeting 


expectations, or has met expectations become proficient 


on the grade 10 standards.  


These assessments must include applicable MCAS tests or 
other diagnostic or summative tests identified approved 
by the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education as aligned to the curriculum frameworks and 
appropriate for this purpose.  For students yet to achieve a 
scaled score of 470 on any MCAS test required for high 
school graduation, assessments must include multiple 
opportunities to retake applicable MCAS tests until a 
scaled score of at least 470 has been achieved. 


requirements of 603 CMR 30.03(7)(b) and (c). 


(e) The Educational Proficiency Plans for adult learners, 
students who have exited high school without a 
Competency Determination, seniors who have already 
completed all their required courses in the relevant 
subject matter, students who are not continuously 
enrolled or are enrolled in an alternative program, and 
students who enroll in senior year, do not need to include 
the full year courses described in 603 CMR 30.03(7)(b) or 
the assessments described in 603 CMR 30.03(7) (c). 


(87) A student in the graduating classes of 2010 through 
2025 achieving a scaled score of or comparable to 240 or 
higher on an MCAS test or a score determined by the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education on 
another approved test will be deemed to have achieved 
proficiency in the subject area and to have fulfilled the 
Educational Proficiency Plan in that subject. A student in 
the graduating classes of 2026 through 2029 achieving a 
scaled score of 486 or higher on an MCAS test will be 
deemed to have met expectations in the subject area and 
to have fulfilled the Educational Proficiency Plan in that 
subject. For students who have not achieved this score 
threshold, the principal or head of school (or his or her 
designee) will determine whether the student has fulfilled 
the Educational Proficiency Plan. 


Using more streamline language with fewer specific 


requirements will allow school level educators, parents 


and students to invest in meaningful programs that 


actually lead to on‐time graduation.  


The proposed amendments that name specific unfunded 


programs as exempt from these requirements creates 


confusion and irresponsibly signals to schools that a 


student does not require or deserve further supports and 


opportunities.  


 


The MTA strongly opposes the proposed language that will 


mandate a student retake an MCAS test multiple times 


only for the purposes of reaching an arbitrary cut score. 


This requirement does not exist in the statutory language.  
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superintendent acted for reasons unrelated to the 
student's eligibility or academic achievement in not filing 
the performance appeal, the parent or guardian may ask 
the Commissioner to review the matter. If the 
Commissioner determines that the superintendent in fact 
acted for such unrelated reasons in not filing the appeal, 
he shall direct the superintendent to submit promptly the 
material required by 603 CMR 30.05 (3) through (5), and 
he shall then proceed as set forth in 603 CMR 30.05 (4), if 
applicable, and 603 CMR 30.05 (6) 


(c) The superintendent shall file a performance appeal on 
behalf of a student with a disability upon the request of 
the student's parent or guardian or the student who has 
reached the age of 18, provided that the student meets 
the eligibility requirements listed in 603 CMR 30.05 (3). 
For any performance appeal filed on behalf of a student 
with a disability, the superintendent must obtain consent 
from the parent or guardian or the student who has 
reached the age of 18. 


(3) The superintendent shall include in the performance 
appeal evidence that the student meets the eligibility 
requirements for a performance appeal, by submitting 
documentation as follows: 


(a) 


1. For  a  Mmathematics  or  English  Llanguage  Aarts 
performance appeal, evidence that the student has taken 
the grade 10 MCAS test or retest in the subject area of the 
appeal at least three times; one time.  
2. For a performance appeal in Sscience and 
Ttechnology/Eengineering, evidence that the student has 
taken a Science and Technology/Engineering MCAS test 
and is currently enrolled in a Sscience and 
Ttechnology/Eengineering class or has completed 12th 
grade. 


(b) evidence that the student has maintained at least a 


95% attendance level (no more than nine days of absence 


from school in a 180‐day school year) during the school 


year prior to and the year of the appeal, provided that the 


superintendent may present evidence of extenuating 


circumstances such as a student's disability, serious 
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illness, or child care or other family responsibilities, that 


would justify an exemption from this requirement; 


c) evidence that the student has satisfactorily participated 
in the tutoring and other academic support  in the 
provisions of the EPP services made available by or 
approved by the school under an individual student 
success plan or under any other plan designed to 
strengthen the student's knowledge and skills in the 
subject(s) at issue, provided that the superintendent may 
present evidence of extenuating circumstances, such as a 
student's disability, serious illness, or child care or other 
family responsibilities that would justify an exemption 
from this requirement; 


d) A student who has participated in the MCAS Alternate 


Assessment shall be eligible for a performance appeal if 


the student has participated in the MCAS‐Alt in the 


subject area of the appeal at least twice one time for an 


appeal in ELA English language arts or mathematics, and 


at least once in science and technology/engineering, in 


lieu of meeting the eligibility requirements listed in 603 


CMR 30.05 (3) (a).  


(4) Upon the written request of the superintendent, the 
Commissioner may for good cause waive one or more of 
the eligibility requirements listed in 603 CMR 30.05 (3). 
The Commissioner shall report to the Board at least once 
each year on any such waivers that have been granted, 
provided that the identity of the student(s) shall remain 
confidential. 


(5) The superintendent shall include in the performance 
appeal evidence of the student's progress towards 
fulfilling the educational proficiency plan. knowledge and 
skills in the subject area(s) for which the appeal is to be 
filed (English language arts, mathematics, or science and 
technology/engineering) by submitting: 


(a) the recommendation of one or more of the student's 
teachers in the area(s) of appeal, assessing the level of the 
student's knowledge and skills in the subject area(s) at 
issue; 
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(b) a statement that the student has completed or is on 
track to complete local graduation requirements during 
grade 12 or after; 


(c) for a student with a disability, a statement that the IEP 
team, if any, supports the student's graduation, as 
documented on the IEP form; 


(d) for appeals in English Llanguage Aarts and 
Mmathematics, the grades or grade point average of the 
student for courses taken in the subject area(s) of the 
appeal in grade 9 (at the discretion of the 
superintendent), grades 10, 11, and, if available, grade 12; 
and the grades or grade point average and MCAS scores in 
the area of the appeal of other students in the school who 
took the same courses at the same time as the student 
who is the subject of the appeal. 


(e) for appeals in Sscience and Ttechnology/Eengineering, 
the grade of the student for the course in the content area 
of the appeal and the grades and MCAS scores in the 
content area of the appeal of other students in the school 
who took the same course at the same time as the 
student who is the subject of the appeal 


(f) Where there is no identifiable appropriate set of 
students to enable a meaningful comparison of the 
student's knowledge and skills in the subject area of the 
appeal as described in 603 CMR 30.05 (5) (d) (e), the 
superintendent shall submit a portfolio of the student's 
work in the subject area of the appeal sufficient to 
demonstrate the student's level of performance. 


(g) If the student has a disability or is an English learner, 
the superintendent shall include in the performance 
appeal any other information the student's IEP team or 
Section 504 team (if any) asks to be included, with the 
consent of the student's parent or guardian, that indicates 
in the judgment of the IEP team or Section 504 team that 
the student's knowledge and skills in the subject area of 
the appeal meet or exceed the performance level 
established by the Board for the performance appeal 
competency determination in 603 CMR 30.03(2)(b), (3)(b), 
(4)(b), 30.03 (5)(a) (5)(b), or (5)(c), as applicable (220) or 
the comparable score on MCAS grade 10 tests 
administered beginning in 2019 and that the student's 
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MCAS scores do not accurately reflect the student's 
knowledge and skills for the content area of the appeal. 


(h) The superintendent may, and in the case of a student 
with disabilities or is an English learner, the 
superintendent shall, also include in the performance 
appeal other supporting information relevant to the 
determination as to whether the student's knowledge and 
skills in the subject area of the appeal meet or exceed the 
performance level established by the Board for the 
passing standard for the performance appeal competency 
determination for the student's graduating class in 603 
CMR 30.03(2)(b), (3)(b), (4)(b), 30.03 (54)(a) or(54)(b), or 
(5)(c), as applicable. In order to be relevant to the 
determination, the supporting information shall provide 
evidence of the student's work that specifically and 
directly addresses the state academic performance 
standard in the subject area of the appeal. Supporting 
information includes a collection of the student's work 
samples sufficient to demonstrate the student's level of 
performance in relation to the learning standards 
established by the Board. The superintendent also may 
submit additional supporting information such as scores 
of the student on other standardized tests in the subject 
area, evidence of acceptance to college courses, or other 
evidence of academic achievement which demonstrates 
that the student's knowledge and skills meet or exceed 
the passing standard required for the performance 
appeal. 


(6) The superintendent shall send the performance appeal 
to the Commissioner, who shall review the submission to 
ensure that it meets the requirements of 603 CMR 30.05 
and any guidelines issued by the Commissioner. If the 
submission meets the requirements, the Commissioner 
shall refer it to the Performance Appeals Board. 


(7) The Commissioner shall appoint members to one or 
more Performance Appeals Boards. Each board shall 
consist primarily of teachers and department heads with 
experience and expertise in the Massachusetts standards 
for English Llanguage Aarts, Mmathematics, or Sscience 
and Ttechnology/Eengineering. Each member shall be 
appointed for a three‐year term, provided that the initial 
terms may be staggered as the Commissioner deems 
appropriate. The Department of Elementary and 
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Secondary Education shall coordinate and assist the work 
of each Performance Appeals Board. The Performance 
Appeals Board shall have the following duties: 


(a) to review each performance appeal submitted to it by 
the Commissioner, in accordance with these regulations 
and any guidelines issued by the Commissioner; 


(b) to review the information submitted by the 
superintendent under 603 CMR 30.05(5) and determine 
whether it provides sufficient evidence that the student 
has the required knowledge and skills; and 


(c) to make a recommendation to the Commissioner 
regarding whether or not the appeal should be granted. 


(8) The materials relating to a performance appeal that 
the Commissioner submits to the Performance Appeals 
Board shall identify the student only by number and shall 
not include information that would enable board 
members to identify the individual student. If the 
Performance Appeals Board decides that it needs 
additional information on a particular student in order to 
fulfill its duties, the Performance Appeals Board shall 
contact the Commissioner's Office to request the 
information, which shall be provided to the Performance 
Appeals Board with only the student number as an 
identifier. 


(9) Based upon the recommendation of the Performance 
Appeals Board and any other information that he deems 
relevant, the Commissioner shall decide whether to: 


1. (a) grant the appeal; 
2. (b) deny the appeal; or 
3. (c) make no determination and request that the 


superintendent submit additional information for 
further consideration by the Performance Appeals 
Board. The Commissioner shall make a decision 
after the Performance Appeals Board reports back 
to him. 


(10) The Commissioner shall grant the appeal if the cohort 
analysis as described in 603 CMR 30.05 (5) (d) or (e), or 
the portfolio as described in 603 CMR 30.05 (5) (f), or the 
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collection of work samples produced by the student and 
any additional supporting information submitted with the 
appeal as required in 603 CMR 30.05 (5) (g) and (h), 
demonstrates by a preponderance of the evidence that 
the student's knowledge and skills in the subject area of 
the appeal meet or exceed the performance level 
established by the Board for the passing standard for the 
performance appeal in 603 CMR 30.03(2)(b), (3)(b), (4)(b), 
30.03 (5)(a) (5)(b), or (5)(c), as applicable. (220) or the 
comparable score on MCAS grade 10 tests administered 
beginning in 2019. 


(11) The Commissioner will notify the superintendent in 
writing of his decision and the reasons for it within ten 
business days after he receives the recommendation of 
the Performance Appeals Board. The superintendent shall 
notify the student, parent or guardian of the decision. 
Within 21 calendar days after receipt of the 
Commissioner's decision, the superintendent may 
respond, including seeking reconsideration of the 
Commissioner's decision. The decision of the 
Commissioner shall be final. If the appeal is granted, the 
student will be deemed to have met the performance 
appeal standard on the MCAS high school test that was 
the subject of the performance appeal. If the appeal is 
denied, the superintendent may submit a subsequent 
appeal on behalf of the student, as long as the student 
meets the eligibility requirements. To be eligible for a 
subsequent appeal in Sscience and 
Ttechnology/Eengineering, a student must first take a 
subsequent MCAS test in either the same or a different 
discipline 
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designated Early College or Innovation Pathway program, 
consistent with any standards established by the Board. 


(b2) Earn a Certificate of Occupational Proficiency, under 


the requirements found in 603 CMR 4.14(2) 


31.04: Criteria for Candidacy for the Certificate of 
Mastery with Distinction 


In order to qualify as a Candidate for the Certificate of 
Mastery with Distinction, a student must score meet one 
of the following criteria: 


(1) For members of the classes of 2009 through 
2025, score "Advanced" or its equivalent on at least one 
grade 10 MCAS test subject, and score "Proficient" or 
"Advanced" or their equivalent on the remaining subjects 
tested in the grade 10 MCAS. 
(2) For members of the classes of 2026 through 
2029, score Exceeding Expectations on at least one grade 
10 MCAS test subject, and score Meeting Expectations on 
the remaining subjects tested in the grade 10 MCAS. 
Alternate advanced coursework, tests and equivalent 
scores may be determined by the Department in 
guidelines on the Certificate of Mastery. 


31.05: Criteria for the Certificate of Mastery with 
Distinction 


(1) To be eligible for the Certificate of Mastery with 
Distinction, a student must: 


(a) qualify as a Candidate for the Certificate of Mastery 
with Distinction; 


(b) demonstrate accomplishment in both 
Arts/Humanities and Mathematics/Science; and 


(c) be in good standing to graduate from the high school 
in which the student is enrolled. 


(2) To qualify for the Certificate of Mastery with 


Distinction, a Candidate for the Certificate of Mastery 
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with Distinction must submit evidence establishing that 


he or she met or surpassed the performance standards 


established in 603 CMR 31.05(3) in one of the following 


combinations of accomplishments listed below. For a 


member of the classes of 2009 through 2025, at , with at 


least one accomplishment must be in the fields of 


Art/Humanities if the Candidate did not score Advanced 


or its equivalent on the grade 10 English Language Arts 


MCAS, and at least one accomplishment in the fields of 


Mathematics/Science if the Candidate did not score 


Advanced or its equivalent on the grade 10 Mathematics 


or Science and Technology/Engineering MCAS. For a 


member of the classes of 2026 through 2029, at least one 


accomplishment must be in the fields of Art/Humanities if 


the Candidate did not score Meeting Expectations on the 


grade 10 English Language Arts MCAS, and at least one 


accomplishment in the fields of Mathematics/Science if 


the Candidate did not score Meeting Expectations on the 


grade 10 Mathematics or Science and 


Technology/Engineering MCAS: 


(a) Two SAT II exams; 
(b) Two AP exams; 
(c) One SAT II exam and one AP exam; 
(d) One SAT II exam and one Other Achievement; or 
(e) One AP exam and one Other Achievement. 
(f) Other advanced coursework determined by the 
Department in the guidelines on the Certificate of 
Mastery.  


(3) To qualify as an accomplishment for the purposes of 
603 CMR 31.05 (1) and (2), a student must meet or 
exceed the following levels of performance: 


(a) A score of three on an AP exam; 
(b) A score on an SAT II exam determined by the 
Department to be comparable to a score of three on an 
AP exam where there exist SAT II and AP exams in the 
same subject area; provided that, in subject areas where 
there are no corresponding AP exams, a student must 
achieve a score designated by the Department; 
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The Department shall review and publish the required 
minimum scores for all SAT II exams every three (3) years.
(c) A Candidate may not count both an AP exam score and 
an SAT II exam score in the same subject area as 
accomplishments for the purposes of 603 CMR 31.054(2).
(d) Other Achievements shall include, but are not limited 
to, the following: 


1. Intel Science Talent Search Competition winner;2. 


Regional, State or National Science Fair winner;3. 


Publication of writing in a competitive publication (e.g., 


The Concord Review);4. Selection for activity, beyond 


local school level, based on excellence in artistic or 


literary achievement (e.g., Greater Boston Youth 


Symphony, Boston Ballet, prize in Art Competition);5. 


Additional achievements as approved by the Department.


(4) The Department shall issue guidelines to schools 
defining the Certificate of Mastery and Certificate of 
Mastery with Distinction application process. The 
Certificate of Mastery and Certificate of Mastery with 
Distinction will be awarded to students annually on a 
schedule to be determined by the Department. 


31.07: Criteria for the State Seal of Biliteracy 


(1) School District Participation in the State Seal of 
Biliteracy Program. 


(a) School districts may award the State Seal of Biliteracy 
to students who meet the academic criteria listed in 603 
CMR 31.07(2). 


(b) A school district participating in the State Seal of 


Biliteracy program shall provide written notification to 


parents or legal guardians of all students enrolled in the 


district about the State Seal of Biliteracy program, its 


purposes, and eligibility requirements, in a language that 


the parent or legal guardian can understand  


c) A school district that awards the State Seal of 
Biliteracy shall affix the unaltered state insignia 
developed by the Department on the diploma or the 
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transcript, or both, of students who meet the 
requirements listed in 603 CMR 31.07(2). 


(2) Criteria. To qualify for the State Seal of Biliteracy, a 
student must meet all graduation requirements and the 
criteria listed in 603 CMR 31.07(2)(a) and (b). 


(a) Demonstrate a high level of proficiency in English by 
satisfying one of the following: 


1. The English Language Arts requirement of the 
Competency Determination   described in 603 CMR 
30.03(2)(a); or 


2. The English Language Arts requirement of the 
Competency Determination described in 603 CMR 
30.03(3)(a); or 


3. The English Language Arts requirement of the 
Competency Determination described in 603 CMR 
30.03(4)(a); or 


4. Students who are required to complete an 
Educational Proficiency Plan pursuant to 603 CMR 
30.03(2)(b), or 603 CMR 30.03(3)(b) or 30.03(4)(b)_to 
satisfy the requirements of the Competency 
Determination must attain a minimum score or level on 
a nationally recognized and readily available English 
proficiency assessment approved by the Department. 
The Commissioner shall determine the minimum score 
or level, which shall be comparable to the minimum 
scaled score on the grade 10 English Language Arts 
MCAS required to satisfy the requirements of the 
Competency Determination under 603 CMR 30.03(2)(a), 
and 603 CMR 30.03(3)(a), and 30.03(4)(a). 
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1 B 27 B 53 B


2 C 28 C 54 C


3 B 29 D 55 C


4 A 30 D 56 D


5 B 31 B 57 B


6 D 32 C 58 B


7 C 33 A 59 C


8 B 34 B 60 B


 9 D 35 C 61 A


10 B 36 B 62 C


11 C 37 D 63 D


12 B 38 A 64 D


13 D 39 B 65 C


14 A 40 A 66 D


15 A 41 D 67 B


16 D 42 C 68 D


17 B 43 B


18 D 44 B


19 C 45 A


20 D 46 C


21 A 47 B


22 A 48 D


23 A 49 D


24 B 50 A


25 D 51 B


26 B 52 C
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Office of Data and Accountability


Monica Hogan, Senior Executive Director
2300 Washington Street mhogan2@bostonpublicschools.org


Roxbury, Massachusetts 02119 617-635-9450 bostonpublicschools.org


Subject: Making related changes to standards for the Certificate of Mastery and the State Seal of Biliteracy
starting with the class of 2026
Date: June 3, 2022


In response to the Department’s request for feedback on the proposed amendment to Making Related Changes to
Standards for the Certificate of Mastery and the State Seal of Biliteracy starting with the class of 2026, Boston Public
Schools respectfully submits the below comments for consideration. Please contact Julie Caldarone, Director of World
Languages, jcaldarone@bostonpublicschools.org should any clarification be necessary.


Boston Public Schools agrees with the proposed amendment to 603 CMR 31.00, Massachusetts Certificate of Mastery
and State Seal of Biliteracy Regulations to establish new standards for the Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy for
students in the classes of 2026-2029 who meet all graduation requirements and the criteria listed in 31.07(2)(a) and (b).  It
is important that the State Seal of Biliteracy criteria align with the proposed graduation requirements to ensure
consistency and alignment with the English language competency determination as one measure of biliteracy for the State
Seal.
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Dear Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Members,


We write to you today to express our serious concerns with the announced changes to the
increased required passing standard on the 10th grade MCAS and the impact this will have on
our student’s ability to graduate with a high school diploma. We urge the board to reconsider
their proposal, and at the very least postpone the implementation of these changes.


Of utmost concern is the timing. We are in year three of a once in a century pandemic, one that
has had impacts on student academic engagement and performance and on their social
emotional well-being. If the changes being proposed are enacted as planned, the requirements
will be increased for our current 8th grade students, children who have not had a typical school
year since they were in the 5th grade. If we were to use our current graduating class as a
sample or gauge, approximately 30% of students would not have received a high school
diploma under these new requirements. This is an unacceptable number of students that would
be at a serious disadvantage as they enter their post-secondary lives. Additionally, as we know
and as indicated by our state data of current MCAS performance, the impacts of such a change
would disproportionately impact our students who are traditionally marginalized, thus
exacerbating the opportunity and achievement gaps - precisely the institutional problems that
we are otherwise working so tirelessly to eliminate.


We are also concerned by the fact that this appears to be yet another mandate from the state
for which there is no guarantee of related funding to help with remediation efforts or intervention
programs. Increasing these standards at this time, with no plan to help districts in any
comprehensive way, is detrimental to everyone involved.


We hope you will reconsider this decision to reflect our current educational realities with a focus
on our students.


Sincerely,


Dedham School Committee
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June 3, 2022 
 
Jeffrey C. Riley 


Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education 


Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 


75 Pleasant St. 
Malden, Ma. 02148-4906 


  
Dear Commissioner Riley, 
  
MABE (Multistate Association for Bilingual Education-Northeast) is writing to urge you to reject a 
proposal to raise MCAS passing scores.  Raising MCAS scores will not resolve the concern MABE brought 
to your attention in July 2020 regarding the current use of the MCAS to evaluate bilingual students, 
schools, and programs across the Commonwealth. It would intensify, not reverse, the negative 
consequences of the 24-year MCAS experiment. The primary victims will be students who already suffer, 
especially English learners, students with disabilities, and bilingual students in dual language programs.   
 


The current English-only accountability approach continues to be at odds with districts’ desires to 
expand bilingual education. While the LOOK Act was designed to make expanding bilingual programs 
simpler for districts, using English-only MCAS testing underestimates the performance of bilingual 
students, schools, and programs.  If districts and schools are held to a monolingual accountability 
structure, then bilingual programs simply cannot reach their full potential because they are being 
evaluated as something they are not: monolingual programs. 
 


For dual language programs that promote bilingualism and biliteracy, assessing students in English only 
does not adequately reflect the instructional conditions under which students are learning. As such, the 
current monolingual assessment framework runs a considerable risk of underestimating students’ true 
understanding of language arts and content standards, resulting in bilingual schools being misidentified 
as needing turnaround intervention. Continued reliance on monolingual measures additionally makes it 
difficult for identified bilingual schools to emerge from turnaround status. 
 


We urge you to reject this proposal and focus instead on piloting a new set of bilingual MCAS 
assessments that will honor the intent of the LOOK Act.  In collaboration with MADESE, we proposed the 
following three goals for this pilot, to:  
  


1. Develop bilingual MCAS assessments for elementary grades 3, 4, and 5 in Spanish and 
Portuguese;  


2. Pilot bilingual MCAS administrations in English and Portuguese/Spanish to calibrate for standard 
score performance and student growth percentile calculation; 


3. Secure partnerships to ensure linguistic and cultural responsiveness of newly developed MCAS 
tests. 



http://www.mabene.org/
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Rather than raise passing MCAS scores, DESE must offer (as it did prior to the passage of Question 2) a 
bilingual version of the MCAS. A valid assessment is critical to measuring student achievement in Dual 
Language and bilingual programs. 
 


Sincerely, 
  
Phyllis Hardy, Executive Director, MABE  
Yael Zakon-Bourke, MABE 


Bertha Elena Rojas, MABE, Chair of Advocacy Committee 


Mary Cazabon, Assistant Director, Lesley University English Language Teacher/Parent Certificate Project, 
Graduate School of Education 


Susan McGilvray-Rivet, Principal, Barbieri School, Framingham Public Schools 


Fabian Torres-Ardilla, Associate Director, Mauricio Gastón Institute for Latino Community Development 
and Public Policy, University of Massachusetts, Boston 


Patrick Proctor, Professor of Literacy and Bilingual Education, Boston College 
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Monica Hogan, Senior Executive Director
2300 Washington Street mhogan2@bostonpublicschools.org


Roxbury, Massachusetts 02119 617-635-9450 bostonpublicschools.org


Subject: Making related changes to standards for the Certificate of Mastery and the State Seal of Biliteracy
starting with the class of 2026
Date: June 3, 2022


In response to the Department’s request for feedback on the proposed amendment to Making Related Changes to
Standards for the Certificate of Mastery and the State Seal of Biliteracy starting with the class of 2026, Boston Public
Schools respectfully submits the below comments for consideration. Please contact Julie Caldarone, Director of World
Languages, jcaldarone@bostonpublicschools.org should any clarification be necessary.


Boston Public Schools agrees with the proposed amendment to 603 CMR 31.00, Massachusetts Certificate of Mastery
and State Seal of Biliteracy Regulations to establish new standards for the Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy for
students in the classes of 2026-2029 who meet all graduation requirements and the criteria listed in 31.07(2)(a) and (b).  It
is important that the State Seal of Biliteracy criteria align with the proposed graduation requirements to ensure
consistency and alignment with the English language competency determination as one measure of biliteracy for the State
Seal.
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Overall Population:
❖ (Gender)


➢ 71.4 % Female
➢ 28.6% Male


❖ (Age)
➢ 46.6% 9th grade
➢ 17.9% 10th grade
➢ 10.7% 11th grade
➢ 25% 12th grade


I understand the purpose of MCAS:
- About 52% of respondents reported that they understood MCAS well or very well, 14%


were indifferent, and 34% didn’t understand or highly didn’t understand the purpose of
MCAS.


I understand how the MCAS tests are scored and what they mean:
- About 24% reported that they understood well or very well how MCAS was scored. 35%


expressed indifference, and 38% reported not understanding or highly not understanding
the way MCAS was scored.


I think MCAS accurately reflects my abilities as a student:
- About 17% of students agreed that MCAS accurately reflects their abilities as a student


(no one strongly agreed). 28% were neutral to the question, and 55% disagreed (with
41% strongly disagreeing).


Passing MCAS should be a graduation requirement:
- About 17% of students agreed or strongly agreed that MCAS should be a graduation


requirement. 10% were neutral to the question, and 72% disagreed, indicating that the
majority of students agree that MCAS should NOT be a graduation requirement.


- Qualitative responses to this question summary
- Many students expressed that they feel standardized testing in general shouldn’t


be required as it isn’t indicative of their abilities as a student since some people
are naturally bad test takers.


- Other students expressed concerns over the fact that MCAS was another
stressful test in addition to midyears and finals and therefore should not be
required for graduation.


- Multiple students had a different view though, that tests like MCAS are helpful for
state regulations and testing where the school falls to meet these expectations


- Within this group some agreed that MCAS should be required as a
graduation requirement, while others expressed that MCAS should be
required to measure where schools fit in the expectations for education
throughout the state, but not as a test/ requirement for the individual.


I feel adequately challenged by the MCAS test:







- About 41% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that they felt challenged by the
MCAS test. 31% were indifferent to the question, and about 28% disagreed or strongly
disagreed that they felt challenged by the MCAS test.


The MCAS test is a cause of stress in my life currently:
- About 38% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that MCAS is a current cause of


stress. 7% felt indifferent to the question, and 55% disagreed or strongly disagreed (41%
strongly disagreed) that MCAS is a current source of stress.1


If the MCAS standards were raised, I would feel aptly prepared to meet them:
- About 28% agreed or strongly agreed that they felt prepared to meet raised expectations


for MCAS. 41% felt indifferent to the question, and 31% disagreed or strongly disagreed
that they would feel prepared to meet raised MCAS standards.


Raising the MCAS standards would increase my stress levels surrounding the MCAS
test:


- About 62% strongly agreed that raising MCAS requirements would increase their stress
levels around MCAS. 17% agreed that raising MCAS requirements would increase their
stress levels around MCAS. 10% felt indifferent to the question, and about 10%
disagreed or strongly disagreed that it raising MCAS requirements would increase their
stress levels regarding MCAS testing.


- Qualitative responses to this question summary:
- Most people that responded qualitatively expressed something along the lines


that raising MCAS requirements would make them more stressed in comparison
to previous years not being stressed.


- Only a couple expressed that changing the requirements would have little effect
on their stress levels surrounding MCAS testing.


I think raising MCAS requirements would increase the quality of education in
Massachusetts.


- About 17% of respondents agreed that raising MCAS requirements would increase the
quality of education in Massachusetts. 21% were indifferent, and about 64% disagreed
or strongly disagreed that raising MCAS requirements would increase the quality of their
education in Massachusetts.


Extra qualitative results:
- Many students expressed disdain for the concept of MCAS in general, stating that they


felt it was a waste of time, not fair for people with testing anxiety, or overall not a good
indication of the education levels in Massachusetts.


Summary:


1 Keep in mind that some respondents are upperclassmen and no longer have to take MCAS, so this
evaluation is based on their previous stresses with MCAS and could be biased as they no longer actually
have to take the test.







This data supports the conclusion that MCAS standards should not be raised, as it will
cause students more stress. Additionally, this data reflects that only ½ of students understand
the purpose of MCAS and roughly ¼ understand how it is scored. Additionally, more than ½ of
students were in agreement that MCAS does not reflect their abilities as a student. These
opinions may be reflective of the majority opinion from respondents that MCAS should also not
be a graduation requirement. Overall, this study displayed that before taking any more action
with raising MCAS levels, students should be educated on the scoring and purpose of MCAS
and state officials should reconsider their testing mechanisms as many students believe the test
is not reflective of their abilities as students.This brings about the further debate of standardized
testing in general and whether it is necessary that many schools and universities have been
contemplating over the last few years. Some biases to take into account with this survey are
that some of the students are upperclassmen that no longer have to take MCAS. By reflecting
on past experiences with this survey, they may have somewhat of a bias as they are not
experiencing these emotions in real time like the underclassmen. Additionally, the sample was
taken only from Hingham High School students, a limitation as Hingham’s curriculum is different
from those of other schools in the state and people from other schools may have different
experiences/ opinions with MCAS and how raising MCAS scores would affect their school
experience. Hingham is lucky to have a great education system that many students can learn
well from, but other schools may struggle more in certain areas and feel the need for more
school reform than at Hingham High School.


Members of the DESE board








 


The Berkshire County Public High Schools 
Mt. Everett Regional School ♦ Monument Mountain Regional High School ♦ Lee Middle and High School 


Lenox Memorial Middle and High School ♦ Pittsfield High School ♦ Taconic High School 
Wahconah Regional High School ♦ Mt. Greylock Regional School ♦ Drury High School 


 


May 26, 2022 


 
Student Assessment Office 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
75 Pleasant Street 
Malden, MA 02148 


 
To the Commissioner and Board of Elementary and Secondary Education: 


The principals of the Berkshire County public high schools would like to provide joint feedback 
to you as “Public Comment for the Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00, Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment System and Standards for Competency Determination 
Regulations,” and related proposed changes.  These proposed changes would provide a new 
standard for students in the classes of 2026-2029 – in essence, a higher “pass score” that 
students would need to obtain on the MCAS tests in ELA, mathematics, and 
science/technology/engineering.  As you know, obtaining this “competency determination” is 
currently necessary for public high school students in the Commonwealth to receive a high 
school diploma.   


We advise the Board not to approve these proposed amendments.  Our primary rationale for 
this position is simple: as we are (hopefully) exiting a pandemic which caused severe 
disruptions in students’ education over multiple years, now is not the time to require higher 
performance on standardized tests to graduate from high school.  MCAS itself causes stress in 
many students, particularly at the high school level; increasing that level of imposed stress on a 
student population still recovering – indeed, still experiencing – the pandemic is not in those 
students’ best interests. 


We further recommend that the Board look to reduce the impact of standardized testing on 
students’ graduation status as well as in the Department’s accountability system for schools.  
The Board should not entertain further additions to the MCAS battery of tests, and instead 
should look to multiple, authentic measures of student performance that provide quick, reliable 
feedback to teachers, students and parents.  For too long the Commonwealth has viewed 
student and school scores on standardized tests – tests which research has shown are 
inequitable in many ways – as the single most important factor in evaluating the performance 







of students, teachers, and schools.  We must move on from this mindset.  The beneficial data 
that MCAS has provided over the years – in particular, the educational gaps that may exist for 
various subgroups – can still be measured using authentic performance tasks administered at 
the local level, particularly if some are developed on a statewide basis. It is time Massachusetts 
joins the other New England states in shifting assessment practices to measure and provide 
explicit feedback on competencies aligned to the Frameworks. 


In the best interests of all of our students, we encourage the Board to reject the 
Commissioner’s proposed amendments on competency determination – and, in fact, to move 
in the opposite direction of removing standardized test performance altogether from high 
school graduation requirements.  


 


Respectfully Submitted, 


Jesse Carpenter   Kristina Farina 
Mt. Everett Regional School  Monument Mountain Regional High School 


Gregg Brighenti   Michael Knybel 
Lee Middle and High School  Lenox Memorial Middle and High School 


Henry Duval    Matthew Bishop 
Pittsfield High School   Taconic High School 


Aaron Robb    Jacob Schutz 
Wahconah Regional High School Mt. Greylock Regional School 


Tim Callahan   
Drury High School  


 








Hello Members of the Board of Education.

You are pushing to raise cut scores on the MCAS under the banner of improving education.  Let me ask you a few questions.  Are you raising the amount of money you are providing to schools, particularly schools located in low-income neighborhoods so that all students are being well served and experiencing an equivalent education no matter where they attend?  Are you providing resources for teachers so that they don’t have to buy classroom supplies out of their own pockets?  Are you providing all children with nutritious breakfasts and lunches all year long so that some students do not go hungry over weekends and holidays and are in school ready and able to learn?  Are you providing up to date curricular materials for all students? Are you providing functional, ongoing professional development for teachers, including helping them to learn how to address the trauma, racism, and inequality their students bring with them into their classrooms?  Are you providing all students with access to high quality health care no matter what their income level?  Are you taking active steps to make sure that students are coming to school ready and able to learn, which means that they have a secure place to sleep, have adequate food, clothing, and shelter, access to the internet, housing that is free from lead poisoning and other toxins, and safe streets?  Are you offering students an engaging school curriculum that prepares them for their future rather than a deadened test prep curriculum that prepares them for nothing?

If you are not taking these steps, and the many more that would lead to a more just and equal society, this move to raise test scores is a cynical sham that punishes those who already have the least.  You blame the victims, children, teachers, and families for not measuring up to the performance of students in wealthier communities who attend schools with superior resources, buildings, and tools for learning.  There is significant research to show that much of what happens at school is determined or heavily influenced by out of school factors such as inequality, racism, poverty, family or neighborhood trauma, hunger, a lack of opportunity, and more.  See for example, the work of Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett (2009) and David Berliner (2009) on the impact of out of school factors on learning.  If you really believe that our public schools offer our students a level playing field, and that comparing test scores of children attending schools in the poorest neighborhoods with those children of privilege is valid, then you are proving how out of touch you are and how unfit you are to serve on the Board of Education.  If you really believe that the test scores of those students attending schools in the wealthiest and best resourced districts are a true indication of the quality of the teaching and learning that goes on in our schools in the poorest communities, with the highest percentages of students whose first language is not English, then again I would argue that you provide evidence of how unfit you are to serve on the board.  

 

Raising cut scores makes for a good sound bite that makes it sound like you are doing something about education, but it’s a shameful act that will lead to more crisis and harm for our children.  Please reconsider your decision.

Works Cited:

Wilkinson, R. & Pickett, K.  (2009).  The Spirit Level.  Bloomsbury Press.

Berliner, D.C.  (2009, March 9).  Poverty and Potential: Out-of-School Factors and School Success.  National Education Policy Center.  Retrieved from https://nepc.colorado.edu/publication/poverty-and-potential.

Sincerely,

Doug Selwyn

Greenfield MA
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Monica Hogan, Senior Executive Director
2300 Washington Street mhogan2@bostonpublicschools.org


Roxbury, Massachusetts 02119 617-635-9450 bostonpublicschools.org


Subject: Comments on Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00
Date: June 3, 2022


In response to the Department’s request for feedback on its proposal to amend the Competency Determination
requirements, the Boston Public Schools (BPS) respectfully submits the below comments for consideration. Please
contact Monica Hogan, Senior Executive Director of Data and Accountability, mhogan2@bostonpublicschools.org, should
any clarification be necessary.


BPS does not support the proposed amendment to the Competency Determination for the following reasons:
● The use of standardized tests as a graduation requirement is unfair for students of color, English Language


Learners, Students with Disabilities, and low-income students. Previous research has shown that high stakes
testing requirements for graduation serve to further disadvantage marginalized students1,2,3,4 with little to no gains
in expected benefits5.


● This continues to be true with respect to the MCAS assessment when used as a graduation requirement. In
Boston, we note that the perceived achievement gap is higher for Black and White students when looking at test
performance as compared to other metrics such as course grades. In reviewing the Department’s Profiles page
for SY20-21, the ninth grade course passing rates for Black and White students were 56% and 79%, respectively.
Comparing those rates to the 10th grade ELA MCAS proficiency rates for Black and White students, we see
students Meeting and Exceeding the standards at rates of 34% and 73%, respectively. This, and other data,
shows that while a perceived achievement gap exists between Black and White students, it is more exaggerated
when using standardized assessment as a measurement tool.


● Additionally, the MCAS graduation requirement provides some of the highest stakes for students with disabilities
who are more likely to pursue MCAS appeals and Certificates of Attainment as opposed to high school diplomas
that require a passing test score. Although only 20% of BPS students have an IEP, between SY2004-2005 and
SY2021-2022, 40% of submitted MCAS appeals in Boston were for students with an IEP. Despite the
overrepresentation of students with an IEP requesting MCAS appeals, their appeals were granted at the same
rate (80%) as all students (79%).


● Research has shown that English Learner students are more likely to be disadvantaged when using high stakes
tests to determine high school completion6.  Similarly, research suggests that - even with supporting
accommodations - standardized tests often underestimate English Learners’s content knowledge7.


● The impact of COVID on student achievement and school engagement has not been adequately addressed to
support the raising of graduation requirements. Multiple research studies have attempted to measure the impact
of the disruption of in-person learning due to COVID on student outcomes. One recent NBER working paper8


suggests that achievement gaps have only widened since the pandemic and especially for districts that remained
remote for SY20-21.They estimate an achievement loss equivalent to 40% of a year of learning for the hardest hit


8 Goldhaber, D., Kane, T. J., McEachin, A., Morton, E., Patterson, T., & Staiger, D. O. (2022). The Consequences of Remote and Hybrid Instruction
During the Pandemic (No. w30010). National Bureau of Economic Research.


7 Acosta, S., Garza, T., Hsu, H. Y., Goodson, P., Padrón, Y., Goltz, H. H., & Johnston, A. (2020). The Accountability Culture: a Systematic Review of
High-Stakes Testing and English Learners in the United States During No Child Left Behind. Educational Psychology Review, 32(2), 327–352.


6 Solórzano, R. W. (2008). High stakes testing: Issues, implications, and remedies for English language learners. Review of educational research, 78(2),
260-329.


5 Holme, J. J., Richards, M. P., Jimerson, J. B., & Cohen, R. W. (2010). Assessing the effects of high school exit examinations. In Review of Educational
Research (Vol. 80, Issue 4).


4 Papay, J. P., Murnane, R. J., & Willett, J. B. (2010). The consequences of high school exit examinations for struggling low income urban students:
Evidence from Massachusetts. Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 32(1), 5–23.


3 Marchant, G. J., & Paulson, S. E. (2005). The relationship of high school graduation exams to graduation rates and SAT scores. Education Policy
Analysis Archives/Archivos Analíticos de Políticas Educativas, 13, 1-15.


2 Jacob, B. A. (2001). Getting Tough? The Impact of High School Graduation Exams. Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 23(2), 99–121.


1 Hemelt, S. W., & Marcotte, D. E. (2013). High school exit exams and dropout in an era of increased accountability. Journal of Policy Analysis and
Management, 32(2), 323-349.
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remote districts. These authors suggest that use of Federal Aid is necessary to help students recover. This term
recovery is common in COVID-related research to denote the amount of funding and support students and
schools will need to return to pre-pandemic levels of achievement and engagement. This does not include what
will be necessary to exceed those previous standards. It is unrealistic to expect achievement gains to have
already happened for current students and it will take a substantial amount of time for students who would be
impacted by this policy to recover, and, even more time, to exceed current requirements.


● The use of the modified Competency Determination process allowed more students to graduate with a high
school diploma in Boston and this moved students closer to successful postsecondary experiences. Since the
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education approved the temporary measure, over 5,000 students (N=5,148)
in Boston were granted one or more Competency Determinations through the modified process over the course of
three years.


Should the MCAS-based Competency Determination requirement remain in place, BPS urges the department to hold in
place the existing standards for the classes of 2026 - 2029 and instead consider setting new standards for students in
class of 2030 and beyond. When further decisions are considered regarding the new competency determination
standards and the timing of this change, it is important to reflect on the complexity of learning and educational challenges
schools and students faced due to the pandemic’s disruption over the last three years and the effect on learning,
particularly on some groups, in subsequent years. We must look at equity across the board and make sure all students
are provided the opportunity to demonstrate their level of proficiency. The focus should remain on these students’
trajectory on a continuum as students move through the education pipeline after these challenging years.


In lieu of the proposed amendment to 603 CMR 30, the district suggests a more holistic approach to assessing student
competency and multiple pathways to earning a high school diploma as is proposed by the legislation submitted by
Senator Jo Comerford and Representative James Hawkins (Comerford-Hawkins bill). The use of a more holistic approach
with multiple pathways is also recommended in research as a way to increase equity and promote successful completion
of high school for more students. Researchers suggest that incorporating alternative opportunities for students to
demonstrate mastery of state standards - beyond retesting opportunities -  helps to mitigate stereotype threat, and
discouragement-related drop-out effects9.


BPS encourages the Department to remove the standardized test as a graduation requirement altogether and consider,
as part of its attention to the multiple pathways towards graduation, the completion of the MassCore program of study as
an indicator of a rigorous and holistic preparation for college, career, and life readiness. By pursuing tighter alignment to
the MassCore curriculum, the Department can be sure that students are well prepared beyond high school.


9 Holme, J. J., Richards, M. P., Jimerson, J. B., & Cohen, R. W. (2010). Assessing the effects of high school exit examinations. In Review of Educational
Research (Vol. 80, Issue 4).
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Memo


June 3, 2022


From: , Hingham High School AP Research Class student


To: Members of the DESE Board


As  questions regarding raising MCAS standards have been introduced by education


officials with the argument that raising MCAS scoring requirements would force schools to more


adequately educate their students in preparation for passing the MCAS exam, input from


students regarding the issue is lacking. Due to this gap in research, my AP Research class


focused on the opinions of students regarding MCAS testing in general, as well as their opinions


on raising the standards for MCAS testing in order to improve Massachusetts education.


Students were also questioned on their opinions of having MCAS as a graduation requirement,


as some officials and researchers argue that raising MCAS requirements would adversely affect


students, by lowering the graduation rate for students that don’t pass the test.


To collect the opinions of local students, a survey was sent out to Hingham High School


students at all grade levels. This survey was created using a Google form, as it is an accessible


and simple platform that makes it easy to collect and assess data. A series of 15 questions were


asked for students to indicate their feelings about MCAS testing. Both quantitative and


qualitative questions were employed so that students could expand on their thoughts when


necessary and give a more in depth indication of their opinions. While raising MCAS


requirements would affect students from every school in the state, this study was conducted


specifically on Hingham High School students. From this sample group of about 1,300 students,


30 responses were collected. Due to time constraints, the sample size was much smaller than


the ideal sample size for this study, however, in the future this survey could be used to collect


more responses.







Upon assessing the data, most students were in agreement that MCAS standards


should not be raised, as it will cause students more stress. Additionally, the data reflects that


only ½ of students understand the purpose of MCAS and roughly ¼ understand how it is


scored. Moreover, more than ½ of students were in agreement that MCAS does not reflect their


abilities as a student. These deductions were reflective in the majority opinion from respondents


that MCAS should also not be a graduation requirement, but rather an assessment of the


effectiveness of school curriculums. Overall, this study displayed that before taking any more


action with raising MCAS levels, students should be educated on the scoring and purpose of


MCAS and state officials should reconsider their testing mechanisms as many students believe


the test is not reflective of their abilities as students.This brings about the further debate that


many schools and universities have been contemplating over the last few years of standardized


testing in general and whether it is an adequate indicator of academic excellence.


Some biases to take into account with this survey are that some of the students are


upperclassmen that no longer have to take MCAS. By reflecting on past experiences with this


survey, they may have somewhat of a bias as they are not experiencing these emotions in real


time like the underclassmen. Additionally, the sample was taken only from Hingham High School


students, a limitation as Hingham’s curriculum is different from those of other schools in the


state and people from other schools may have different experiences and opinions about MCAS


and how raising MCAS scores would affect their school experience. Hingham is lucky to have a


great education system that many students learn well from, but other schools may struggle more


in certain areas and feel the need for more school reform than at Hingham High School.


Sincerely,


Hingham High School Class of 2023
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June 2, 2022 
 
Jeffrey C. Riley, Commissioner 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
75 Pleasant Street 
Malden, MA 02148 
 
Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
75 Pleasant Street 
Malden, MA 02148 
 
Dear Commissioner Riley and members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposal1 to raise the passing standard (cut 
scores) for the Competency Determination (CD) on the high school English language arts (ELA), 
mathematics, and science and technology/engineering (STE) MCAS exams, starting with the 
class of 2026 (this year’s 8th graders).  
 
AFT Massachusetts firmly opposes this change. Raising the cut scores required for high school 
graduation would have a harmful impact on the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable students, 
impairing their futures by potentially denying these students the opportunity to earn a high 
school diploma.  
 
Your proposal would raise the minimum cut score to 470 on all three exams, with students 
scoring below 486 on the ELA and math exams also being required to fulfill an Educational 
Proficiency Plan (EPP) to graduate. A score of 470 is the demarcation between the “partially 
meeting expectations” and “not meeting expectations” categories, with students who score below 
470 falling into the “not meeting expectations” category. Students in this category would face the 
greatest threat from this proposal, as they would be ineligible for graduation through the pathway 
of MCAS+EPP. 
 
According to 10th grade MCAS scores from 2019 – the year before the pandemic – eight percent 
and nine percent of Massachusetts 10th graders scored in the “not meeting expectations” category 
in ELA and math respectively. Alarmingly, certain student subgroups were disproportionately 
represented in this category, including English learners, students with disabilities, economically 


 
1 As publicly posted here: https://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=26763  
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disadvantaged students, Black students, and Latinx students. These are the students who are put 
at greatest risk by your proposal, as the table below demonstrates:  
 


Percentage of Students Scoring Below 470 on the 10th Grade MCAS: 2019 
 


Student Subgroup Percentage Scoring Below 470 (“Not Meeting Expectations”) 
 ELA Math 
   
All students 8% 9% 
   
English learners 56% 42% 
Students w/ disabilities 26% 32% 
Economically 
disadvantaged students 


18% 19% 


Latinx students 19% 19% 
Black students 16% 18% 


Source: https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/mcas/subgroups2.aspx?linkid=25&orgcode=00000000&fycode=2019&orgtypecode=0&  
 
The data above show that your proposal would jeopardize the futures of the Commonwealth’s 
most vulnerable student populations, making it even harder for historically marginalized groups 
to earn a high school diploma, a critical gateway to college and career success. It begs the 
question: How does the establishment of new barriers to a high school diploma square with 
DESE’s professed aim of advancing racial and social equity? Your proposal to raise the passing 
standard appears to be in direct conflict with your larger equity goals—and for that reason alone 
should be abandoned.   
 
Your proposal would cause other harms as well:  
 


• It would incentivize unproductive and wasteful test prep at the expense of meaningful 
instruction and student support. High school is a critical make-or-break time for students; 
schools should be empowered to help students become college-and-career-ready, not 
sidetracked by a narrow test that has little to no bearing on students’ futures. 


 
• It would exacerbate students’ stress and anxiety at a time when they are already 


experiencing unprecedented mental-health challenges arising from the pandemic and 
other societal pressures. 


 
• It would misleadingly elevate the MCAS as a credible measure of student learning and 


school quality when research suggests that just the opposite is true. The MCAS does not 
accurately measure student learning or school quality, and its employment for high-stakes 
decision-making serves to stigmatize communities of color and perpetuate segregation by 
race and class.2   


 


 
2 See the research cites in AFT MA’s public comments on the Mass. school and district accountability system: 
http://ma.aft.org/sites/default/files/aft_ma_public_comments_to_dese_accoountability_regs_may_2022_final99.pdf  



https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/mcas/subgroups2.aspx?linkid=25&orgcode=00000000&fycode=2019&orgtypecode=0&

http://ma.aft.org/sites/default/files/aft_ma_public_comments_to_dese_accoountability_regs_may_2022_final99.pdf
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We would also like to comment briefly on your reliance on a Brown University study3 to justify 
your proposal. While that study shows a relationship between student MCAS scores and long-
term college and career outcomes, it strikes us as a textbook example of correlation, not 


causation. Two decades of data show an ironclad link between socioeconomic status and MCAS 
achievement—that is, more-advantaged students get higher MCAS scores. At the same time, 
more-advantaged students are also more likely to attend and complete college and secure high-
paying jobs, due to family-related privilege. Thus, it’s entirely predictable that there’s a strong 
correlation between MCAS scores and college/career success—the correlation is largely a 
byproduct of family advantage driving both outcomes. 
 
What the Brown study does not explain is how the mere existence of an MCAS-based graduation 
requirement causes the better educational and career outcomes or helps reduce inequality. 
Students from more privileged family backgrounds enjoyed more college and career success 
before MCAS—and, sadly, this continued to be the case after MCAS was initiated. How does the 
establishment of an MCAS-based graduation requirement (or raising the passing standard in this 
case) change that reality?  
 
The existence of unequal outcomes stemming from family background differences is a tale as old 
as time. Instead of erecting more barriers to equitable college and career outcomes, as your 
proposal would do, the focus should be on mitigating the inequalities that lead to the disparate 
outcomes in the first place. 
 
A Better Path Forward:  Expand the EPP Option to More Students 
 
If you share the concern that raising cut scores would exacerbate rather than reduce inequality, 
what other options exist? AFT Massachusetts supports the current EPP option as a pathway to 
graduation and recommends expanding it to a larger pool of students.  
 
Currently, the EPP option is only available to students who score at or above a certain cut score 
on the MCAS. Under your proposal, that cut score would be raised, restricting the EPP to 
students who fall in the lower range of the “partially meeting expectations” category. 
 
However, the EPP option could be expanded to include students who fall in the “not meeting 
expectations” category as well. If the Board and DESE were to pursue an expansion of the EPP 
option, differentiated pathways could be considered: 1) an EPP Pathway 1 for students who 
achieve a certain MCAS cut score; and 2) an EPP Pathway 2 for students who do not.  
 
An EPP Pathway 1 could look very similar to what is used now. An EPP Pathway 2 could 
incorporate all the elements of Pathway 1 but layer on additional safeguards, such as DESE 
oversight and/or approval at the outset of the plan and a detailed delineation of the courses, 
assessments, supports, interventions, and other educational and college and career plans that 
must be part of the pathway. We would recommend creating a special task force – made up of 
key stakeholder groups – to work with DESE to develop detailed guidance on an expedited 
timetable. 
 


 
3 See agenda item 2 at https://www.doe.mass.edu/bese/docs/fy2022/2022-04/.  
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Finally, and of critical importance, we do not support MCAS re-takes being a required 
component of any pathway to high school graduation, including any expansion of the EPP as 
recommended above. These re-tests—and the preparation for them—are a waste of valuable 
teaching and learning time, and they cause unnecessary stress and anxiety. We urge you to 
eliminate all MCAS re-test requirements from existing and proposed regulations, regardless of 
how students score on their first MCAS attempt and what category they fall into.  
 
In summary, instead of doubling down on a flawed test that promotes inequality, please rescind 
your proposal to increase MCAS cut scores and put your energies into developing more non-
MCAS pathways to a high school diploma, such as the expanded EPP option outlined above. 
Thank you for considering these comments, and please feel free to reach out with questions or 
comments. We look forward to further discussion on this topic.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 
Beth Kontos 
President, AFT Massachusetts 
 
 
cc: Rob Curtin, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
 Russell Johnston, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education  
 Michol Stapel, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 








 


June 2, 2022 


Re: Proposed Amendments to 603 CMR 30.00, Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System and 
Standards for Competency Determination Regulations 
 
Dear Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education,  


The Massachusetts High Technology Council has long supported the MCAS exam as an assessment to 
ensure accountability and measure outcomes in education. This perspective was shared by Council 
President, Christopher Anderson, during his tenure as a member and Chair of the Massachusetts Board of 
Education. 


We support raising the passing score for English Language Arts (ELA), math, and science on the MCAS 
required for graduation because doing so would: (1) better prepare our students for rigorous post-
secondary curriculum and position them for success after graduating; and (2) improve educational 
achievement to sustain our national leadership as a locus of talent for employers. While we support the 
effort to increase standards, we encourage Commissioner Riley and the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education to go further than the proposed new passing score of 486 and to set the standard at 
the minimum score for “Meeting Expectations”, 500, to take effect starting in 2030. 


The Commonwealth’s gains in education achievement over the last three decades would not have been 
possible without the MCAS and the commitment to rigorous standards that the test helps uphold. Within a 
decade of implementing the MCAS, Massachusetts climbed to the number one spot on the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in fourth- and eighth-grade math and ELA. The MCAS has 
helped Massachusetts students maintain that performance as they have held the number 1 rank on NAEP 
scores nationwide in all but one assessment year since 2005.  


That overall state success, however, belies the reality that our struggling education districts leave many 
who graduate from high school in Massachusetts today without the requisite skills for university-level 
courses and numerous career paths. This is especially true of technical occupations for which a strong 
foundation in math and science is essential.  


Many employers struggle to find workers with the skills that employers seek in new hires. According to 
the High Tech Council’s job market analytics, on average there are more than 29,000 tech job postings in 
Massachusetts but just 6,200 hires. The problem will only get worse in Massachusetts given the growing 
workforce needs to sustain the state’s expanding innovation industries, such as computing and life 
sciences. Raising standards in math and science, as well as in ELA, are an important effort to close this 
gap and to do so in a way that benefits all students, regardless of where they live. 


For the benefit of our students, we also need to calibrate standards to align with the reality of an 
increasingly competitive higher education environment and borderless labor market. Preparing 
Massachusetts students for the academic rigor of post-secondary programs, and equipping them with 
skills for demanding careers, requires a commitment to gradually raising standards.  


Raising the passing score is setting the bar at an appropriate level so that what students are taught aligns 
with increasingly demanding workforce requirements. Aligning standards with labor market expectations 



https://www.mhtc.org/technology-workforce-dashboard/

http://www.mhtc.org/





will help ensure that more students gain a deeper foundation of knowledge critical to build the 
competencies they will need to succeed. The recent research from the Annenberg Institute for School 
Reform at Brown University, which has prompted consideration of raising the passing score, shows that 
10th grade MCAS scores are effective predictors for long-term educational attainment and achievement in 
the workforce relative to other indicators of student advantage. Importantly, Annenberg’s research also 
found that students who score near the current passing score standard are not equipped with adequate 
college- or career-readiness.  


In short, the current standards don’t set up students for success or to meet the expectations of higher 
education and employment. Raising the passing score can help address that. Further, setting the minimum 
passing score at 500—the lowest for “Meeting Expectations”—is a reasonable standard to aim for, 
starting in 2030, to ensure students meet grade-level expectations. A score of 486 is not setting the bar at 
a level that will ensure Massachusetts’ students are on track for success. 


Over the last two years, a disturbing number of our students did not have adequate access to quality 
instruction. Too often those who did not have access to schooling were disproportionately pupils in 
underserved communities where long-standing inequalities have persisted. There is no question that the 
failure to meet many of our students’ needs since spring 2020 have set us back in our effort to close 
learning gaps across socio-economic and racial boundaries. That very shortcoming emphasizes how, now 
more than ever, we should not enable mediocrity—and eventual stagnation—in our standards but ensure 
that the rigor of our standards rises consistent with what students will need to be successful.   


 


Sincerely, 


Matthew Blackbourn 
Director of Policy and Research 



https://annenberg.brown.edu/sites/default/files/LiftingAllBoats_FINAL.pdf







 


June 3, 2022 


Comments of the Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education on Proposed Amendments to 
Regulations on MCAS and Competency Determination, 603 CMR 30.00 


The Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education (MBAE) strongly supports raising the statewide 
graduation requirement and recommends the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education go further 
than the Commissioner has proposed by requiring that students in the classes of 2030 and beyond 
achieve a score of 500, which means they are “Meeting Expectations.” 


Parents and students, as well as employers and the public, have the right to expect that earning a high 


school diploma means that a student has gained the skills they need to be successful in college and 


career. The state requirement that students achieve a score on the tenth grade MCAS that is aligned 


with real world expectations is a critical tool to achieve that end.  


Unfortunately, the current MCAS passing score set by the state to meet the graduation standard and 


earn a diploma is set far too low as evidenced by the fact that so many students who “pass” the test and 


earn a high school diploma are not ready for college and the workforce. The Brown University research 


that looked at 10th grade MCAS scores and future earnings showed “MCAS scores reflect academic skills 


that pay off in the labor market,” and “students scoring near the (current) passing cutoff do not fare well 


and do not appear to be college- or career-ready, on average.”  


A low passing score does the greatest disservice to students who have been historically marginalized, 


many of whom attend schools in districts with low local graduation standards for course completion or 


grades. The MCAS standard ensures that at least a minimum bar for achievement is set for EVERY 


student, and that bar should be high enough that it indicates readiness for the future.  


MBAE recommends the Board go beyond the Commissioner’s proposal which does not follow through 


on getting the graduation standard to align with ensuring that students “Meet Expectations”.  That 


would require eventually setting the pass score at 500, yet the Commissioner’s proposal would pass 


students who are only “Partially Meeting Expectations.” We accept that teachers and families may need 


time to adjust to the higher score, but we should balance that inclination with real urgency to ensure we 


establish high expectations that will advance equity and student achievement. It is unacceptable that 


the Commissioner’s proposal is only for the classes of 2026 through 2029, and makes no 


recommendations for the classes beyond that. MBAE recommends that the passing score be set at 500 


for the class of 2030 and beyond. 


Also, the Board should take steps to phase out the use of the Education Proficiency Plan (EPP) process 


which has essentially created a “second tier” standard (at 470 as proposed) for a large group of students 


(projected to be nearly 30% of all students taking the test and mostly from underrepresented student 


communities). The EPP option is inherently a watering down of the goal of having high expectations for 



https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doe.mass.edu%2Fbese%2Fdocs%2Ffy2022%2F2022-04%2Fitem2-powerpoint.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doe.mass.edu%2Fbese%2Fdocs%2Ffy2022%2F2022-04%2Fitem2-powerpoint.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doe.mass.edu%2Fbese%2Fdocs%2Ffy2022%2F2022-04%2Fitem2-powerpoint.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK





all. In fact, given the lack of real state oversight and rigor within the EPP process, it has come to 


surreptitiously serve as the de facto passing score beyond which little is expected of students. This 


loophole, which, given the large number of students it impacts, truly renders the actual proposed 


passing score as meaningless.  


The Commissioner’s proposal to improve the flawed EPP process is insufficient, as it would still allow a 


large cohort of students to graduate without the state really knowing, through the use of a standardized 


assessment tool, whether these students have achieved at levels that indicate readiness for college and 


career. Allowing for a local assessment of student academic achievement, or even exempting students 


from “meeting expectations” because they participate in Early College or vocational-technical education 


programs, establishes a dual standard for graduation that undermines high expectations, creates 


inequities and lowers standards for all.  


We recommend the state raise the score students need to achieve to be eligible to use the EPP 


process to meet their competency determination from 470 to 486 starting with the class of 2030 and, 


further, that DESE phase out the EPP program entirely over the ensuing four school years. Having a 


two-tiered system with a 30-point differential on MCAS, allowing one third of students to pass with a 


lower score, far below “meeting expectations,” perpetuates a system that is not honest to students or 


their families.  


In the meantime, the state must ensure, while the program exists, that EPPs require the use of 


comprehensive, evidence-based supports to help students get on track – especially since students of 


color and low-income students are placed into EPP programs at rates that are disproportionately higher 


than their white peers are. Additionally, until it is phased out, the EPP process should include a more 


rigorous way to measure student progress toward “meeting expectations.” In fact, we recommend that 


students in the EPP program be required to continue taking the MCAS exam, if for no other reason than 


to collect data about the efficacy of EPP and other alternatives.  


There are some who will argue that raising standards will leave some students behind. It is those very 


students they cite who are the ones being left behind by the current failure to increase standards. Data 


show that with the introduction of the requirement to pass the MCAS to graduate, “educational 


attainments have increased over time, particularly for low-income students” and “many fewer students 


are failing the examinations on their first attempt.” In other words, when the bar was raised, students 


and educators rose to the challenge. With the right supports throughout their education, students will 


meet the higher standard.  


Handing out meaningless diplomas does not serve the interest of students and, worse, promotes 


inequities. A high school diploma should signal that a student has attained the academic skills and 


knowledge that they need for success in college or other post-secondary programs, or to secure a job 


that pays a family sustaining wage. A diploma not based on high standards and one’s readiness for the 


future is dishonest and misleading. 
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