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To: Charter Schools (DOE)
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Gretchen Bukowick (she/her/hers)
Director, Partnerships - New England

EL Education
7 N Pleasant St., Suite 3A
Amherst, MA 01002
gbukowick@ELeducation.org
413 -426 -3096
www.ELeducation.org
It was such a privilege to come together in Crew and community for #ELNC22. Relive the experience via our Vimeo
library or our ELNC22 photo album. See you in Denver for #ELNC23!

The above communication contains information from EL Education that may be confidential
and/or privileged. Except for personal use by the intended recipient, or as expressly
authorized by the sender, any person who receives this information is prohibited from
disclosing, copying, distributing, and/or using it. If you have received this email in error,
use is prohibited. Please contact the sender and delete and destroy the email and all copies.
Thank you.



Letter of support for Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School 

December 20, 2022 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
As an employee of The Hanover Theatre & Conservatory for the Performing Arts and an 
active community volunteer, I am writing to express my strong support for the 
establishment of the Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School (WCACPS). 
 
I have witness first hand the positive impact that arts and culture can have in the 
development and maturation of young people, as well as the engagement it brings to 
learning and understanding complex subjects.  
 
The WCACPS is an academic model that the City of Worcester’s education community 
should embrace. It gives students and families an option that does not currently exist 
and makes arts and culture accessible to a population of students who otherwise would 
not have these opportunities.   
 
I believe that the WCACPS will demonstrate the power of arts and culture as a learning 
tool that will help build knowledge and a life-long appreciation for cultural institutions 
and their many contributions to the quality of life in our communities. 
 
I encourage you to approve this new public charter school in Worcester; I am confident 
that it will be a place of learning that holds high standards modeled after the Old 
Sturbridge Academy, which has proven to be a successful partnership and a sought-after 
option for families. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Nel Lazour 
  
  
 



Letter of support for Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School

December 20, 2022

To Whom it May Concern:

As an employee of The Hanover Theatre & Conservatory for the Performing Arts and an active
community volunteer, I am writing to express my strong support for the establishment of the
Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School (WCACPS).

I have witness first hand the positive impact that arts and culture can have in the development
and maturation of young people, as well as the engagement it brings to learning and
understanding complex subjects.  

The WCACPS is an academic model that the City of Worcester’s education community should
embrace. It gives students and families an option that does not currently exist and makes arts
and culture accessible to a population of students who otherwise would not have these
opportunities. 

I believe that the WCACPS will demonstrate the power of arts and culture as a learning tool
that will help build knowledge and a life-long appreciation for cultural institutions and their
many contributions to the quality of life in our communities.

I encourage you to approve this new public charter school in Worcester; I am confident that it
will be a place of learning that holds high standards modele after the Old Sturbridge Academy,
which has proven to be a successful partnership and a sought-after option for families.

Thank you for your consideration.

Nel Lazour



Dear Alyssa,
At your request I’m submitting this email directly to DESE in support of the proposed charter school
in Worcester.

Troy Siebels
President & CEO
He/Him/His (Why pronouns?)
The Hanover Theatre and Conservatory for the Performing Arts
TheHanoverTheatre.org | 508.471.1760
Please note, some employees of The Hanover Theatre and Conservatory are working remotely. The box office is open
Monday-Saturday, 10am- 6pm and can be reached at 877.571.SHOW(7469).

Support the vitality of great theatre in and for Worcester. Donate to THT Rep and double your
impact today!
Worcester Center for Performing Arts is a registered not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization, which owns and operates
The Hanover Theatre and Conservatory for the Performing Arts and, on behalf of the Worcester Cultural Coalition
(WCC), manages Worcester’s BrickBox Theater at the Jean McDonough Arts Center (JMAC). All donations are tax
deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

From: Hopkins, Alyssa (DESE) <Alyssa.K.Hopkins@mass.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2023 9:34 AM
To: James E. Donahue <JDonahue@OSV.ORG>
Cc: Troy Siebels <Troy@thehanovertheatre.org>; Charter Schools (DOE)
<CharterSchools@doe.mass.edu>
Subject: RE: Charter school initiative

Thanks so much! We would request that any letters/emails be sent directly to the Department from
the sender – please send to charterschools@doe.mass.edu (also cc’d here).



I appreciate it and apologize for the inconvenience.
Be well,
Alyssa

From: James E. Donahue <JDonahue@OSV.ORG> 
Sent: Monday, January 9, 2023 4:59 PM
To: Hopkins, Alyssa (DESE) <Alyssa.K.Hopkins@mass.gov>
Cc: Troy Siebels <Troy@thehanovertheatre.org>
Subject: Fw: Charter school initiative
 

 

From: Troy Siebels <Troy@thehanovertheatre.org>







community including public schools and charter schools. We do have significant agreements in
place with schools around the region. Our organization however is not in a position to have a
role in the founding of another organization. 

Thank you for understanding Jim. Please let us know if your application is approved and at that
time I would be happy to talk with you about a partnership.

Sincerely,

Noreen

Noreen Johnson Smith, MPH
President and CEO
EcoTarium
222 Harrington Way
Worcester, MA 01604
(508) 929-2700 x2722
NSmith@EcoTarium.org
www.EcoTarium.org
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EcoTarium

Discover and explore the EcoTarium, an indoor-outdoor experience dedicated to inspiring a
passion for science and nature. Open Tuesday - Sunday (10 am - 5 pm). Learn more
at ecotarium.org. 





To Whom It May Concern,

Please find attached a letter of support for Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Griffin Gaul

________________________________________________
Jennifer Griffin (Gaul)
Executive Director
Joy of Music
Worcester’s Community Music School
1 Gorham Street
Worcester MA 01605
www.jomp.org
508-856-9541





















Jan Krause Greene 

 

Jamestown, RI 02835 

December 23, 2022 

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Office of the Commissioner 

75 Pleasant Street 

Malden, MA 02148 

 

Dear Commissioner Riley: 

I support the application of the Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School. Although I am 
retired now, I have a long history with Worcester and the Worcester Public Schools. I worked as a 
consultant to WPS in the 1990s and later as a consultant for the Alliance for Education during the end of 
Paul Reville’s tenure and throughout the transition period after he left until 2002. I coordinated joint 
educational projects between WPS, AFE and the Worcester Consortium.  While working with WPS on 
issues of diversity, inclusion and equity, I collaborated often with Stacy DeBoise Luster. She was deeply 
concerned about the needs of all students, including those with special needs of all kinds. I have no 
doubt she will bring this same commitment to her role as a founding member of  WCACPS. 

During this same period, I worked with Modern Red SchoolHouse (MRSH was one of the original 
comprehensive school reform designs.) I worked in underperforming  middle schools throughout the 
country. Some were rural, some were urban, all were struggling. The districts and the teachers were 
doing their best to meet the needs of all their students, but often failed to do so. One of the real 
learnings for me as an educator was how important it is for districts to provide a variety of learning 
options for students. Many of the middle school students I encountered would have benefited greatly 
from an expeditionary learning approach. Middle school students need a real-world, real-life connection 
to their classroom studies in order to make meaning from the lessons. In a diverse and culturally rich city 
like Worcester, expeditionary and project-based learning provide a foundation for rigorous standards to 
be attained by collaborating with the city’s cultural institutions. English Language Learners and students 
with IEPs will have the advantage of learning based on experiences, not just classroom lessons. 
Behavioral interventions also are enhanced through real-world applications that usually don’t occur in a 
traditional school setting. 



Adding another option for student learning and growth strikes me as a wonderful opportunity for the 
children of Worcester and their families, as well as the Worcester Public Schools. The WCAPCS is based 
on a model of collaboration and, as such, will be well-positioned to share best practices with the WPS 
community. 

I highly recommend the approval of the Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jan Krause Greene 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











Good afternoon,  
 
I am the parent of preschooler who will be entering the Worcester Public Schools (WPS) this
coming fall (AY23-24).  As a parent, I support the application to open Worcester Cultural
Academy Charter Public School.  

I settled in Worcester 15 years ago because I value the diversity of the city and the access to a
broad range of cultural institutions that living here affords.  As a parent of young children, I
was thrilled to learn of the proposal to open the Worcester Cultural Academy; the school’s
ethos and mission truly resonates with me as they reflect what I value about this city! I am
excited about the possibilities and opportunities that a school like this would offer.  I am
excited for my child to be afforded the opportunity to engage with the local cultural
institutions, for the opportunity to do hands-on, project-based learning, and for the
opportunity for her to be in an academic environment that is nurturing and rigorous.  
 
Over the course of this year, I have been researching kindergarten options. I had come across
the Old Sturbridge Village (OSV) Academy.  I have heard about the success this program and
their integrative approach to learning. Unfortunately, the daily commute to OSV would be a
challenge from Worcester so to say I was beyond thrilled when I heard about the Worcester
Cultural Academy proposal would be an understatement.  The Worcester Cultural Academy
would make a similar high quality engaging educational experience accessible to the students
of Worcester.  

Please approve this new public charter school - I know the Worcester community will benefit
greatly from having this option for students and families.  
 
As a Worcester parent and resident of this community, I highly support the proposed
application.  

Thank you for your consideration. -Jes 
 
Jessica (Jes) Caron (she, her) 
01606

 









To Whom it may concern:
As a member of the central Massachusetts community, I wish to express my support for the
Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School.
It is critical that the young people of our Commonwealth have all the educational advantages and
opportunities possible. The unique opportunity that the WCA will offer is unparalleled. The Academy
will allow the Worcester community a unique opportunity to provide students with an educational
experience that is culturally sensitive and robust.
The model for WCA the exists and should be replicated in Worcester for the benefit of all without
delay.
I heartily encourage the approval of the application.

Sincerely,
John J. Argitis

Fiskdale, MA 01518

 
 
 

The content of this e-mail is confidential and intended for the recipient specified in the message only.
This email may contain proprietary, business-confidential and/or privileged material of G&F Precision
Molding, Inc. Except as otherwise authorized in writing by G&F Precision Molding, Inc., you are
prohibited from copying this message or sharing any part of this message with any third party. If you
received this message by mistake, please reply to this message and follow with its deletion, so that
G&F Precision Molding, Inc. can ensure such a mistake does not occur in the future.



Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE)
Via email

To Whom it May Concern:

I strongly support the application to open Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School.

Children learn best from first-hand experience – it brings science, history, math, languages,
and other subjects to life. That’s what the Cultural Academy would deliver for Worcester
students.

As the mother of a student with a learning disability and a Trustee of Old Sturbridge Village, I
know the hugely positive impact that the Cultural Academy could have on students in
Worcester, particularly those that would benefit from hands-on, project-based instruction
with real-world applications. I dearly wish the first school, Old Sturbridge Academy (OSA), had
been available when my daughter was struggling in her early education.

The opportunity for a student to engage with a local cultural institution in an academic
environment that is nurturing, interactive and rigorous will open their world and help them
become a future leader. 
The Worcester Cultural Academy will provide a unique opportunity for students to engage in
fieldwork with the leading cultural institutions and museums of central Massachusetts,
including Old Sturbridge Village, the EcoTarium, the Hanover Theatre and Conservatory, and
the Worcester Art Museum. The school will provide a unique education and English-learner
services, as well as academic and social-emotional interventions.

Importantly, like OSA, Worcester Cultural Academy will envelop students with equitable and
diverse policies and practices that give them a true sense of belonging. In today’s society, this
is rare indeed.

Please approve this new public charter school. The Worcester community will benefit greatly
from having this option for students and families – now and in the future.

Thank you for your consideration.



Sincerely,
Cynthia Michener





To Whom it May Concern at DESE:

As a long-time resident of Worcester and a community volunteer, I wish to add my support for
the application to open the Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School.

Several families whom I know have children who attend Old Sturbridge Academy, and each
speak highly of the rigorous academics and inclusive learning environment at the school.  They
appreciate the museum/school partnership and the quality of education that their children
are receiving.

To have such a school in Worcester would benefit not only the students who would attend
WCACPS, but also increase and strengthen the educational outreach offerings of all the
Worcester cultural institutions involved in the program.  This would ultimately be a win for all
WPS students and their families who visit these institutions on field trips and family days.

Thank you for your time and consideration, I hope others also see the value of increasing the
educational opportunities and options for Worcester’s school-age children and their families.

Most sincerely,
Alison Kenary







To Whom it May Concern:

I am a proud parent of 4 school-aged children and I support the application to open Worcester 
Cultural Academy Charter Public School. I am excited for children to engage with the local cultural 
institutions, for the opportunity to do hands-on, project-based learning, and for them to be in an 
academic environment that is nurturing and rigorous.  The programs that are proposed to 
collaborate with the school bring amazing cultural and scientific programming to the community, it 
would be wonderful to expose school aged children to all that the programs, and the city of 
Worcester, has to offer. I can foresee this fostering a sense of pride in their community that will 
encourage these students to continue to contribute to their community and become the next 
generation of artists, musicians, dancers, actors, scientists and leaders that will help Worcester, and 
Massachusetts, to continue to flourish well into the future.

I have heard about the success of their first school in Sturbridge, and I have no doubt that the school 
in Worcester will be of similar high quality.

Please approve this new public charter school - I know the Worcester community will benefit greatly 
from having this option for students and families.

As a local parent and resident of this community, I highly support the proposed application. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Catherine B Boisvert, MD



To Whom it May Concern; DESE,

I am a retired educator who has served both in the classroom and with individual students
with special needs in various school districts in southern Worcester County. I understand the
wide variety of educational needs our students have and that many do better in a more
hands-on learning environment. In addition to being an educator, I am a long-standing
member of Old Sturbridge Village and have been so happy to see the success of Old Sturbridge
Academy (OSA). Their partnership with Expeditionary Learning (EL) – along with the special
immersive experiences the OSA students partake in – are the unique and core approach to
teaching that has helped so many thrive in the past five years the school has been open. I was
excited to learn of the application for Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School
which will be modeled after OSA, and therefore I am writing to you with my full support of this
application.

Please approve this school, it is important for our upcoming generations to receive a robust
special education along with English learner services and academic interventions early - for
the best chance of student success. 
 
Thank you for your consideration,

Margaret Tieri
Charlton, MA



As the founding CEO of Youth Opportunities Upheld (YOU) Inc., located in
Central MA., I know the importance of individualized educational opportunities.
Over 41 years, YOU Inc. built a comprehensive system of educational,
vocational, therapeutic, and in-patient (residential) care for more than 12,000
traumatized, troubled youth and their families each year. Educationally, YOU
Inc. operated a special education day school called the Mary E McGrath School
in Millbury, MA., and ran a residential special education school called the
Cottage Hill Academy in Templeton, MA.

Research and experience has shown that when students and families have
choices about education, the outcomes are always better. Traditionally,
education has planned learning for the masses of students with limited options.
We now know that individuals with different abilities and learning skills can
become the best version of themselves when allowed to choose an
educational\vocational program that meets their unique needs. Therefore, it is
not surprising that I write to support the implementation of the Worcester
Cultural Academy as a unique option for many students.

The Worcester Cultural Academy is proposing an evidenced based model of
collaboration with a hands-on approach to learning with a focus on the Cultural
Arts. For families and students this means innovative options, creative choices,
and alternative learning opportunities. Let’s give them these important paths
to their best futures.

We all know that those with a vested interest in keeping the status quo will
aggressively seek to stop the implementation of this new initiative. Parents and
students cannot compete with these powerful voices. However, we all also
know that once this charter school is up and running our educational system
will be better for the students and the system as a whole. Please help our



community give these prospective students a brighter future by approving this
application for the Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School.

Respectfully submitted

Maurice J Boisvert, LICSW
Pres. and CEO Emeritus YOU Inc.











Hello,

Please find attached written comment from Tim Nicolette, Executive Director of the Massachusetts
Charter Public School Association (MCPSA), in support of Worcester Cultural Academy. This written
comment includes the verbal testimony he delivered at the public hearing on December 9th, as well
as additional commentary.

Kindly,
Danielle



To Whom it May Concern; DESE, 

As a financial advisor with an office in Auburn, MA, a volunteer and supporter of a local non-
profit for children and family services, and a member of Old Sturbridge Village, I am in full
support of the application for Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School. Similar to
Old Sturbridge Academy (which is located in the town I reside and affiliated with Old
Sturbridge Village), the school is destined to create an environment for Worcester students to
engage not only with the local cultural institutions, but also educators and support systems
that will help them thrive.

Working in the greater Worcester area, I can see the benefit this type of school will have on
students and families. Please approve this new public charter school as I know it will make a
positive impact on local children and their families.

Thank you,

Dennis Antonopoulos



To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 

As a former Worcester resident and parent of two boys who attended elementary and middle school in 
the city, I support the application to open Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School. I believe 
increasing options for students and families provides them with more pathways to success.  

I am excited for students to engage with the local cultural institutions, for the opportunity to do hands-
on, project-based learning, and for them to be in an academic environment that is nurturing and 
rigorous, helping them to become the cultural leaders of tomorrow.  

As a community activist and former educator in Southbridge, I wonder where some of our Southbridge 
students, who are now thriving and excelling at Old Sturbridge Academy, would be if OSA had not been 
approved.  

I can imagine how helpless I would feel, as a parent, watching my child struggle in a system that was not 
providing them with the resources they needed to succeed. I cannot imagine any educator wanting that 
for any of their students and families.  

As educators, we see the spectrum of diversity in our classrooms daily. We know every child needs 
something different. We know all we offer in our classrooms may not always be enough in a system that 
requires transformational change at all levels to serve all students equitably.  
 
This type of change in Worcester, and in any school district, takes time. We should not be in the 
business of limiting choices for families while waiting for this transformational change to happen.  
 
A charter school managed with passion and a proven educational partner can provide additional choices 
for students and families who feel that they need something more. It is an opportunity for school 
leaders and teachers to serve students with a different approach.  

It is also a way to give students an opportunity to find a deeper connection between the academics they 
learn in a classroom and the real world happening outside the school building. How OSA students 
describe their experiences and educational journey at the school on the Old Sturbridge Village campus 
(during events, student-led conferences and, 5th grade passages) shows they are making these 
connections.  

I have seen the success of Old Sturbridge Academy first hand, and I have no doubt that the school in 
Worcester will be of similar high quality.

Please approve this new public charter school - I know the Worcester community will benefit greatly 
from having this option for students and families.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jasmin Rivas 







Worcester students deserve the educational opportunity, which the Worcester Cultural 
Academy (WCA) will provide: 

WCA will provide Worcester students with a personalized learning environment with 
small class sizes 
WCA will provide Worcester students with the opportunity to talk to their peers in class 
as part of the learning process, without fear of reprisal.   
WCA will provide Worcester students with instructional practices, which are designed, 
rather than adapted, to support English Language Learners and students with special 
needs 
 WCA will provide Worcester Students Expeditionary , project-based learning, 
which makes learning relevant, nurtures relationships between the students, educators, 
the families and the community  
Worcester Students deserve a rigorous core curriculum, integrated with art and culture 
through partnerships with  

o  the Hanover Theater, 
o  The Worcester Art Museum 
o The Ecotarium 
o Which will likely expand to include the Worcester Historical Museum and 

Mechanics Hall 

I am grateful to live in a community that cares so much about public education.  The Worcester 
Cultural Academy is public education that Worcester students deserve!  

Thank you for your commitment to high quality public educational opportunities for students in 
my beloved City of Worcester. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Stacey Luster 







Sent from Mail for Windows
 
 
I am pleased to write in support of the charter application for Worcester Cultural Academy Public
Charter School. (WCA).
 
I am very familiar with Worcester – having been born and raised in the city,  attended Worcester
public schools, and receiving a graduate degree in Non-profit Management from Worcester State
University. My entire career was spent in Worcester, working for more than 3 decades for the
Colleges of Worcester Consortium, Inc., and then as CEO of Worcester-based MassEdCO, Inc., a
state-wide education access program working to empower marginalized populations via education
access and  support services. This included significant collaborative work with the Worcester Public
Schools.
 
Worcester has long been known as a working class city, having been home to numerous factories,
mills, and various industries. It has also been a welcoming location for waves of immigrants coming
in over the years. The preponderance of Worcester housing known as “three-deckers” is a result of
these immigrant waves, where extended families would arrive in the city and all live under one roof,
one apartment above the other, and thus share expenses and make their way. This still goes on, with
immigrants continuing to find a welcoming home in Worcester.  
 
Worcester and its surrounding area should also  be known for the plethora of cultural institutions
that have worked to enrich the lives of Worcester area residents for generations.  Many of these
institutions  have been in existence since the 1800s. These local “gems” bring access to the visual
arts, performing arts, science, history, education, nature, agriculture, and so much more.
 
The model that Worcester Cultural Academy Public Charter School proposes to use (EL Education in
collaboration with partner cultural institutions ) would meld an excellent, proven  academic program
together with engaging hands-on, project-based, in-depth experiences via the involvement of local
cultural institutions, their staff and amazing, world class resources.
 
I believe this is a win-win situation, with the students being the primary beneficiaries.  
 
WCA will enable 360 students (at maximum capacity) and their families, both those new to the city
and those who have been here but perhaps not accessing  these cultural resources, to experience
Worcester (and the world) from this very broad perspective. This can only serve to enhance their



quality of life as well as subsequent generations of their families. Future community and cultural
leaders will be formed and ready to take their places as caring, concerned, contributing members of
society.

I respectfully request that this application be approved. Please consider the role that culture,
displayed in all its myriad forms,  can and should play in the global education of Worcester’s
students and future leaders.   
 
Sincerely,

Pamela Boisvert

Sent from Mail for Windows
 
 





Good Morning,
Attached you will find my letter in favor of the educational model of the proposed Worcester
Cultural Academy.

Best,





To: Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
 
Subject: In Support of the Worcester Cultural Academy  
 
 

My name is Rhys Simmons, and I am the Director of Interpretation at Old Sturbridge 
Village (OSV). I graduated from Worcester State College (WSC) with a degree and plan to be 
classroom teacher. While at WSC a summer job at OSV turned into a career, I fell in love with 
the educational opportunities the museum provides. Museum professionals, which I have had 
the opportunity to call myself one for the last eighteen years, are educators at heart. Museums 
like OSV, provide entry points for students who are not engaged by the “traditional classroom”. 
For this reason, school field trips have been a staple for OSV and the schools in Southern New 
England for the past 75 years. However, what Old Sturbridge Academy (OSA) and OSV have 
built goes so much further than the traditional field trip experience.

In 2016, I was fortunate enough to be given an opportunity to be part of the team to 
develop the educational experiences connecting OSA and OSV. This team had the ability to 
think of the museum and the expertise - more on this later - in a whole different way. No longer 
were we bound by the constraints of a three-to-four-hour field trip. We could work of building 
skills and relationships with the students. No longer did the students have 10-15 minutes to 
visit the farm, but they could return week after week for an hour plus to see the seasonal 
rhythms of agriculture. No longer were they limited to a one 40-minute hearth cooking 
workshop but we design a whole curriculum of culinary experiments. Deeper more meaningful 
experiences were the goal. 

It has worked for the students at OSA.OSA has great teachers and leadership, but what I 
can observe from the museum side plus what I hear from my staff, is how the students are 
really making meaningful connections to the work they are doing. Building and designing a 
seed-savers garden to propagate heirloom varieties, working with the farm experts to do 
wellness checks on all the animals on the farm, learning and preforming fife and drum. OSV is a 
people driven institution, the museum has been built by the quality of staff throughout the last 
75 + years. The museum field is full of passionate, driven, dedicated staff who are all in love 
with the subject matter and skills that they are experts in. These structured opportunities to 
allow for deep immersive programs and personal relationship built with experts will do any 
student a strong service.  

All this being said, I am writing in support of the Worcester Cultural Academy’s approval, 
because I have seen the positive effects on the students at OSA and can certainly see 
Worcester’s youth benefiting from a school like WCA.  
 
 
All the best 
Rhys Simmons  



Good Evening, 

            My name is Rhys Simmons, and I am the Director of Interpretation at Old Sturbridge
Village (OSV). I graduated from Worcester State College (WSC) with a degree and plan to be
classroom teacher. While at WSC a summer job at OSV turned into a career, I fell in love with
the educational opportunities the museum provides. Museum professionals, which I have had
the opportunity to call myself one for the last eighteen years, are educators at heart.
Museums like OSV, provide entry points for students who are not engaged by the “traditional
classroom”. For this reason, school field trips have been a staple for OSV and the schools in
Southern New England for the past 75 years. However, what Old Sturbridge Academy (OSA)
and OSV have built goes so much further than the traditional field trip experience.

In 2016, I was fortunate enough to be given an opportunity to be part of the team to
develop the educational experiences connecting OSA and OSV. This team had the ability to
think of the museum and the expertise - more on this later - in a whole different way. No
longer were we bound by the constraints of a three-to-four-hour field trip. We could work of
building skills and relationships with the students. No longer did the students have 10-15
minutes to visit the farm, but they could return week after week for an hour plus to see the
seasonal rhythms of agriculture. No longer were they limited to a one 40-minute hearth
cooking workshop but we design a whole curriculum of culinary experiments. Deeper more
meaningful experiences were the goal.

It has worked for the students at OSA.OSA has great teachers and leadership, but what I
can observe from the museum side plus what I hear from my staff, is how the students are
really making meaningful connections to the work they are doing. Building and designing a
seed-savers garden to propagate heirloom varieties, working with the farm experts to do
wellness checks on all the animals on the farm, learning and preforming fife and drum. OSV is
a people driven institution, the museum has been built by the quality of staff throughout the
last 75 + years. The museum field is full of passionate, driven, dedicated staff who are all in
love with the subject matter and skills that they are experts in. These structured opportunities
to allow for deep immersive programs and personal relationship built with experts will do any
student a strong service.



All this being said, I am writing in support of the Worcester Cultural Academy’s
approval, because I have seen the positive effects on the students at OSA and can certainly
see Worcester’s youth benefiting from a school like WCA. 
 
 
All the best
Rhys Simmons





“



To Whom it May Concern; DESE, 

I am the Chief Marketing Officer at Old Sturbridge Village (OSV), as well as a former founding
board member of Old Sturbridge Academy (OSA).  It has been my great pleasure to watch our
local students thrive over the last five years and am very thankful we have such a wonderful
school to support the needs of our local communities. I was so excited to learn about the
Worcester Cultural Academy application and fully support this new charter school. Using the
successful model of OSA, but for the communities in Worcester would bring a
greatly enhanced learning environment to students who don't necessarily do as well in a
traditional public school classroom. I have seen it first hand myself as I've watched the
students of OSA flourish as they find a special place where they are heard, cared for, and
celebrated for the special people they are. This individual attention in school – or at home for
that matter – is a wonderfully unique experience that will positively impact their lives. 

I thank you for your consideration of the Worcester Cultural Academy,

Sincerely,
Chris Tieri



12/23/2022 

To Whom it May Concern: 

 

Thank you for taking time to read my letter. I am writing today to express that I am a proud supporter of 
WCACPS (Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School)! 

As a staff member of Old Sturbridge Village, I wake up every morning excited to go to work doing a job 
that I love which is all thanks to the team that I work with. My colleagues at Old Sturbridge Village (OSV) 
are some of the most kind, talented, compassionate, and hard-working people I have ever met who are 
driven by a passion for simply making our community the best it can be while enriching the lives of our 
visitors, our students of Old Sturbridge Academy (OSA), our community, and our staff! 

I am pleased to see that they want to extend their passion for educating children into the Worcester 
community. As a person with a learning disability who struggled through school as a child, I have been 
truly amazed at the way that my colleagues at OSV celebrate unique learning styles (with both students 
and staff) and value growth and education in each individual. The “Learning-Through-Projects” and 
“Learning-Through-Experiences” that the students at OSA have done are an inspiration to me. I wish 
that I had that opportunity when I was in school.  

I am thrilled that the students of WCACPS will have the opportunity to go on field trips to cultural 
institutions such as the EcoTarium, the Hanover Theatre and Conservatory, Old Sturbridge Village, and 
the Worcester Art Museum and do hands-on learning. I can’t wait to see how my colleague and the 
Director of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Access will recruit a diverse teaching staff and implement 
culturally competent teaching practices for WCACPS.  

The OSA students recently put together a mini documentary which truly represents the special 
atmosphere of OSV/OSA which can be found in a five-minute documentary here: 
https://eleducation.org/resources/out-of-the-margins The way the students express themselves and 
what they have learned is proof of the great work that my colleagues have done to enrich their 
education and create confidence within them. I anticipate the same growth to develop within the 
students at WCACPS.  

I feel like I have found a gem in my career working at OSV and that is thanks to my colleagues. They 
simply care about the well-being of others, no matter the age, class, or background. WCACPS is a rare 
opportunity to give back to the Worcester community and create a community full of proud parents and 
future leaders and I hope that you will grant this Charter school to Worcester. It is truly a unique 
opportunity.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Best, 

Alex McConnon 



Good morning,

Attached is my letter of support for Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School.

Thank you for your consideration and Happy Holidays!

Best,
Alex











To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing today to express my support for the Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public
School (WCACPS). As an employee of Old Sturbridge Village, a former charter school
administrator, and former teacher, I am excited for students in Worcester to have the
opportunity to experience the hands-on, immersive education that would be offered at
WCACPS. 

I had the pleasure of working in an Expeditionary Learning (EL) partner school in New Bedford,
MA and have witnessed firsthand how transformative the education model can be when
students are able to connect what they learn in the classroom with the real-world applications
of that learning and are challenged to create high-quality work that will benefit their
community. I have also witnessed the students at Old Sturbridge Academy Charter Public
School thrive under this model and become confident communicators, leaders, and learners. 

The students of Worcester deserve the opportunity to benefit from this same kind of
transformative educational opportunity.

Thank you for your consideration,
Cara Massey





Stephen O'Neil
STEM Director
Old Sturbridge Academy
“It is the story that matters not just the ending.”







To Whom It May Concern,

I have attached my letter of support for Worcester Cultural Academy Public Charter School.

As a resident of Worcester and museum educator, I strongly support this school.

Thank you for your consideration,

Emily Dunnack









Hi –

I am submitting the 217 signatures collected on the petition, “Support the Opening of Worcester
Cultural Academy Charter Public School”.
 
Please let me know of any questions.
 
Thanks,
Jamie
 
 
 







Name City State Postal Code Country Signed On
Emily Dunnack Worcester MA 1604 US 11/21/2022
Lisa DeTora Worcester MA 1602 US 11/22/2022
Alicia Rogers Worcester MA 1602 US 11/22/2022
Cornelius Rogers Worcester MA 1602 US 11/22/2022
Patrick Maloney Worcester MA 1606 US 11/23/2022
Michael Goodchild Worcester MA 1602 US 11/23/2022
Kristy Collins Worcester MA 1606 US 11/23/2022
Shelley Kneeland Worcester MA 1603 US 11/23/2022
Marjorie Faugno Worcester MA 1604 US 11/23/2022
natashalee gallant worcester MA 1604 US 11/23/2022
APRIL MCINTYRE Worcester MA 1605 US 11/23/2022
Gigiana Perez Worcester MA 1608 US 11/23/2022
Julia Moriconi Worcester MA 1606 US 11/24/2022
Angela Valinski Worcester MA 1602 US 11/25/2022
Elizabeth Fuller Worcester MA 1603 US 11/28/2022
Jennifer Madson Worcester MA 1606 US 11/29/2022
Jackie Penny Worcester MA 1610 US 11/30/2022
Jessica Caron Worcester MA 1606 US 12/2/2022
Benjamin Lippitt Worcester MA 1606 US 12/2/2022
Everlyne Njoroge Worcester MA 1606 US 12/6/2022
Patrick Mugo Worcester MA 1606 US 12/6/2022
Heidi Paluk Worcester MA 1606 US 12/6/2022
Rebecca Williams Worcester MA 1602 US 12/6/2022
Maria Montano Worcester MA 1604 US 12/7/2022
Lisa Martinez Worcester MA 1606 US 12/7/2022
Nasha Augustin Worcester MA 1606 US 12/8/2022
Alicia Martir Worcester MA 1608 US 12/8/2022
Jose Castillo Worcester MA 1604 US 12/8/2022
Jessica Rosado Worcester MA 1606 US 12/8/2022
Sarah Bartlett Worcester MA 1604 US 12/8/2022
Alysha Varney Worcester MA 1604 US 12/8/2022
Dana Borges Worcester MA 1604 US 12/8/2022
Michael Vigneux Worcester MA 1606 US 12/8/2022
Virginia Norford Worcester MA 1602 US 12/8/2022
Jessica Dolbec Worcester MA 1606 US 12/8/2022
Barbra Lynch Worcester MA 1606 US 12/8/2022
Toby Hoglund Worcester MA 1605 US 12/8/2022
Alisha Carpino Worcester MA 1606 US 12/8/2022
Rachel Jewell Worcester MA 1606 US 12/8/2022
Juliana Rissma Worcester MA 1615 US 12/8/2022
Catherine Sanguinetti Worcester MA 1606 US 12/8/2022
Melissa Ford Worcester MA 1606 US 12/9/2022
Diane Dattis Worcester MA 1605 US 12/9/2022
Kendra Warhol Worcester MA 1606 US 12/9/2022
Ramona Reed Worcester MA 1605 US 12/16/2022
Rose Oduro Worcester MA 1604 US 12/27/2022



Arjana Kocollari Worcester MA 1606 US 1/2/2023
Robyn Fair Acton MA 1720 US 11/23/2022
Tiffany Valiente Alaska 33235 US 12/19/2022
a a Allen 75002 US 12/12/2022
Yaritza Cruz Añasco US 12/18/2022
Mary Gutierrez Apache Junction 85120 US 12/22/2022
Juan Carlos Arecibo US 11/30/2022
Alanis Negron Ponce Arecibo US 11/30/2022

Auburn MA 1501 US 11/23/2022
Rachel Faugno Auburn MA 1501 US 11/30/2022
Mallory Galatzer-Levy Auburn MA 1501 US 12/5/2022
Alyssa Reynolds Auburn MA 1501 US 12/9/2022
Carlos Berrios Barranquitas US 11/30/2022
Gabriela Muñiz Pérez BayamÃ³n US 11/30/2022
Draven Torres BayamÃ³n US 11/30/2022
Jivan Guadalupe BayamÃ³n US 12/1/2022
Grissel Trinidad BayamÃ³n US 12/5/2022
Zorangibeth Lebron Saez BayamÃ³n US 12/14/2022
Ashleanne Torres BayamÃ³n US 12/14/2022
Abel Montilla Bayamon US 11/30/2022
Nicole Santiago Bayamon US 12/12/2022
Marie OQuinn Bayamon US 12/13/2022
Nini Ramirez Bayamon US 12/17/2022
Etzar Cisneros Birmingham AL 35206 US 12/5/2022
Yessica Aguilera Bloomingdale 60108 US 12/18/2022
Danielle Pape Bolton MA 1740 US 12/2/2022
Jen N Boston MA 2108 US 12/2/2022
Peter Njoroge Boston MA 2128 US 12/6/2022
Ruth Andino Boston MA 2127 US 12/8/2022
Fayruz Yusef Bradenton 34203 US 12/19/2022
Shalonda Pettway Bridgeport CT 6605 US 12/8/2022
Anelie Acevedo Bronx 10468 US 12/12/2022
Sonya Harms Brookfield MA 1506 US 11/23/2022
Yadira Bravo Brooklyn 11237 US 12/10/2022
Gabriel Lux Brooklyn 11214 US 12/12/2022
Angel Torres Caguas US 12/14/2022
ROSSIO RUIZ Calexico 92231 US 12/7/2022
Megan Cahill Cambridge MA 2140 US 11/23/2022
Lourdes Morales Carolina 987 US 12/12/2022
Erica Rodriguez Carolina US 12/14/2022
Yazmin Conte Gorgas Cayey US 12/1/2022
Lourdes Wilford Charlotte 28202 US 12/15/2022
Diana Barajas Chula Vista 91911 US 12/19/2022
Erica Leger Clinton MA 1510 US 11/23/2022
Luis Colon Rivera Coamo US 11/30/2022
Cindy Castellano Corozal 30087 US 12/21/2022
Kalah Thomas Dallas TX 75217 US 12/6/2022



Josselin Hernandez Dallas 75220 US 12/10/2022
mar roj Dallas 75236 US 12/26/2022
Omed Kurdistani Denver 80205 US 12/8/2022
Wilianys Sanabria Dorado US 11/29/2022
Perla Krystal Colón Rivera Dorado US 11/30/2022
ramon casanova dorado US 12/8/2022
Jeri Williams Easley SC 29640 US 12/5/2022
Magdalene Njuguna Everett MA 2149 US 12/8/2022
Lindsay Benson Falmouth MA 2540 US 11/22/2022
Cynthia Jackson Fitchburg MA 1420 US 11/22/2022
Donna Legros Fitchburg MA 1420 US 11/25/2022
Abraham Montiel Fontana 92335 US 12/5/2022
Sandra Ramirez Gainesville 30501 US 12/19/2022
Alianne Castro Groveland 34736 US 12/20/2022
Aly Hernández Guadalajara 44270 US 12/1/2022
Luis Orlando Peña Bosch Guaynabo US 11/29/2022
Luis Cruz Guaynabo US 11/30/2022
Yangelica Sosa Garcia Guaynabo US 11/30/2022
Darby Stone Harvest 35749 US 12/5/2022
Patricia Harrison Harvey LA 70058 US 12/5/2022
Ze Raúl Escobar Herndon 20192 US 12/17/2022
Maday Machado Hialeah 33010 US 12/19/2022
Gretchen Folsom Holden MA 1520 US 12/9/2022
Eilyn Luis Pérez Homestead 33030 US 12/15/2022
Juan Garcia Houston 77077 US 12/13/2022
Gladys Rios Houston 77090 US 12/19/2022
Alejandra Febres Humacao US 12/14/2022
Nidia Mayer Jacksonville 32217 US 12/5/2022
Sara Nelson Jamaica Plain 2130 US 12/6/2022
Alice Anderson Lafayette IN 47902 US 12/5/2022
Edita Mendoza Correa Las Vegas 89119 US 12/18/2022
Rebekah Andino Leominster MA 1453 US 11/25/2022
Caroline J Glass London ENG E2 8PR UK 12/5/2022
Alma Parker Los Angeles CA 90059 US 12/5/2022
luis gracias Manassas 20111 US 11/30/2022
Mattew Montes Ramos MayagÃ¼ez US 12/15/2022
Delmi Cutz Memphis tn 38117 US 12/6/2022
Gabriela Antúnez México df 1780 US 12/15/2022
betty winholtz morro bay CA 93442 US 12/5/2022
Yamilet Matos Moss Point 39562 US 11/30/2022
Yanirelis Lorenzi Naranjito US 11/30/2022
Vivian Espinal New Orleans 70121 US 12/15/2022
Desree Russell New York 10029 US 12/4/2022
Yomibel Diaz New York 10468 US 12/12/2022
Isabel Maldonado Newark 7105 US 12/15/2022
Carmen Gil Oviedo 33700 US 12/11/2022
Elizabeth Belanger Oxford MA 1540 US 12/9/2022



Elaine Cahill Palm Beach Gardens FL 33410 US 11/24/2022
Aileen Quiles Palm Coast 32137 US 12/13/2022
pamela hamilton Palo Cedro CA 96073 US 12/5/2022
José Yáñez Paterson 7513 US 12/25/2022
Joshua Curphey Peterborough PE7 US 12/5/2022
Elizabeth Soler Plant city 33566 US 12/5/2022
Raydel Castro Rodríguez Pompano Beach 33068 US 12/20/2022
Kristian Rodríguez Ponce US 11/30/2022
Karen Sepulveda Ponce US 12/14/2022
Jane Roseberry Providence RI 2907 US 11/28/2022
Alexis Zengotita Puerto Rico 926 US 11/30/2022
Kelly Hernández Reading 19601 US 12/14/2022
Yahir Clemente Santos Rio Grande US 11/30/2022
Fhbbll Hknbb Rosario 2000 US 11/24/2022
Ryan Davis Rutland MA 1543 US 11/23/2022
Treife Le San Antonio 78254 US 11/28/2022
Mars Bars San Antonio 78209 US 12/9/2022
Wadier Báez Pérez San Juan US 11/29/2022
Krystal Matias San Juan US 11/30/2022
Joseph Cordero San Juan US 11/30/2022
Zuheily Villafañe San Juan US 11/30/2022
Michelle Rodríguez San Juan US 11/30/2022
Yampiel Panell San Juan US 11/30/2022
Sindel Bobé San Juan US 11/30/2022
Johann Folh San Juan US 11/30/2022
Biannka Krystal Andino Reyes San Juan US 11/30/2022
Alondra Concepción San Juan US 12/1/2022
Matthew Rosario San Juan US 12/2/2022
Reycha Ramos Vigil San Juan US 12/18/2022
Miriam Menchaca San Juan 78589 US 12/19/2022
Betzanyelis Garcia San Juan US 12/19/2022
jose Figueroa San Juan US 12/21/2022
Dayma Sanchez San Juan US 12/22/2022
Ilsa Colon San Juan US 12/22/2022
Yomar Rodríguez San Lorenzo US 11/30/2022
Liliana Gallegos San Luis Obispo 93401 US 12/10/2022
Olga Vazwuez Seymour 47274 US 12/5/2022
Lauren Blumberg Shrewsbury MA 1545 US 12/7/2022
Jasmin Rivas Southbridge MA 1550 US 11/22/2022
Melissa Schwartz Southbridge MA 1550 US 11/24/2022
Melissa Hogan Southbridge MA 1550 US 11/25/2022
Jennifer Melendez Southbridge MA 1550 US 11/30/2022
Anna DiGregorio Springfield MA 1108 US 11/26/2022
Michele Cumming Sterling MA 1564 US 11/28/2022
Christopher Roseberry Sterling MA 1564 US 12/8/2022
Alex McConnon Sturbridge MA 1566 US 11/23/2022
Tina Krasnecky Sturbridge MA 1566 US 11/26/2022



Emma Andreu Sturbridge MA 1566 US 11/29/2022
Daniel Friel Sturbridge MA 1566 US 11/29/2022
Christine Tieri Sturbridge MA 1566 US 12/7/2022
Sam Naring Sturbridge MA 1566 US 12/7/2022
Jamie Greenthal Sturbridge MA US 11/15/2022
Kelly Bartlett Suffield CT 6078 US 11/26/2022
Lauretta Padgett Sullivan IN 47882 US 12/6/2022
Wilmarie Melendez Syracuse 13207 US 12/5/2022
NANCY WILCHENSKI SYRACUSE 13208 US 12/7/2022
Chabely Pena The Bronx 10453 US 12/13/2022
Nayelis Carrasquillo Falcón Toa Alta US 11/30/2022
Elisa Torres Tulsa 74128 US 12/2/2022
Kathleen Kilgallon Upton MA 1568 US 12/5/2022
Alondra Bermudez Vega Alta US 12/15/2022
Reinaldo Pagán Vega Baja US 11/30/2022
Janice Graves Vienna VA 22181 US 11/23/2022
Guadalupe del Carmen Trinidad Villahermosa 86200 US 12/25/2022
Diane OConnell Webster MA 1570 US 11/23/2022
Lina Musayev Wellesley Hills MA 2481 US 12/6/2022
Christine Biscotti Quitadamo West Boylston MA 1583 US 11/28/2022
MaryEllen Cocks West Boylston MA 1583 US 11/29/2022
Dani Napolitano West Springfield MA 1089 US 11/23/2022
Jessica Rosewitz Westborough MA 1581 US 12/2/2022
Maria Cruz Whittier 90601 US 12/17/2022
J. Kramer Woodridge IL 60517 US 12/5/2022
Dalyanis Cruz Yabucoa US 11/30/2022
Adriana Fontanez US 11/30/2022
Trish Novello TX 75245 US 12/5/2022
Michelle Vigneux US 12/6/2022
Tracey Perkins US 12/6/2022







Good morning, 

Attached please find a letter signed by several Worcester legislators regarding the proposed
Worcester Cultural Academy Charter School. Please let my office know if you have any
questions.

Thank you and enjoy your New Year, 
Jim

James J. O'Day

State Representative, 14th Worcester District
First Division Leader



January 4, 2023
Commissioner Jeffrey C. Riley 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education Office of Charter Schools and School Redesign 
75 Pleasant Street 
Malden, MA 02148 

Dear Commissioner Riley & Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education: 

I write today to join my colleagues in the Worcester Delegation of the State Legislature to urge 
you to deny the application for the proposed new Worcester Cultural Academy Charter School.

I join in the concern that this proposed charter school will cause the Worcester Public Schools to
lose more than $7 million annually if approved. At a time when the Worcester Public School 
system is just beginning to see the impact of the Student Opportunity Act, we cannot afford to 
take this funding out of the public school system. All Worcester Public Schools need the 
investment that this funding provides. As noted in a letter submitted to you by the Worcester 

Our Worcester students, teachers, and administrators have been working hard to 
improve outcomes. The Student Opportunity Act and the new revenue generated from the Fair 
Share Amendment will provide the resources our public school system needs to continue this 
upward trend.

In addition, the partnerships proposed in the application already exist between the Worcester 
Public Schools and our community based and cultural organizations. With a commitment to
equity, we should work to ensure that all children in all our schools, in all our neighborhoods, 
have access to these resources and programs.

I urge you to deny the Worcester Cultural Academy Charter School application and I look 
forward to working with you to continue to make gains in the Worcester Public School system.

Sincerely, 

Robyn Kennedy
State Senator, 1st Worcester District





To Whom It May Concern

Please note my opposition to the proposed

I respectfully request that the Board deny approval of the application.

Anne M Gobi
State Senator



Worcester Public Schools
Worcester, Massachusetts

Dr. John E. Durkin Administration Building
20 Irving Street

Worcester, Massachusetts 01609-2493

Dr. Rachel H. Monárrez 
Superintendent

Testimony Presented at the Charter School Public Hearing
December 9, 2022

at Quinsigamond Community College

in opposition to Worcester Cultural Academy Charter School

Dr. Rachel H. Monárrez
Superintendent

Worcester Public Schools

I am here to urge the DESE not to approve the Worcester Cultural Academy charter school 
application.

This is my 120th day as the Superintendent of the fabulous WPS.  I have met with hundreds of 
people- educators, principals, community members, parents, and students. I spoke at the Chamber 
of Commerce yesterday to over 200 local businesses. They all tell me the strengths of our district 
is the diversity- diversity of students, languages, and programs.  They tell me we have caring 
educators who go above and beyond to support our scholars.  Dedication is our middle name.  They 
are excited for the transition that is happening in WPS, and they want to be a part of it.  Finally, 

This charter petition is not part of that hope.  The hundreds of people I have listened to want 
innovation.  Innovation-: a new idea, method, or device: novelty. : the introduction of something 
new.  The hundreds of people I have listened to want to work with us to dream about educating all 
children, not some, to thrive in a future that is not yet determined or designed.  Worcester Cultural 
Academy is offering to replicate what we already offer in a different building and at a huge cost 
to the community.  This is not a new idea, method, or device- this is not innovation.  

Worcester Public Schools is at a pentacle time.  The Educators Association of Worcester, the
Administration, the School Committee, and the City Council are committed to a social justice 
agenda.  Together we will solve the complex challenges that face public schools.  Together we 
will wrap our arms around the children of Worcester.  Together we will provide learning 
experiences that are engaging, project-based, rigorous, and relevant for all children to thrive 
because in Worcester, we know that every child can and will go from here, anywhere together.
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Brian E. Allen
Deputy Superintendent

Worcester Public Schools

The proposed budget of the Worcester Cultural Academy Charter School raises serious concerns 
about the financial stability of the school.   

This application uses $15,000 per pupil in the first year as the foundation budget rate.  The 
foundation rate for Elementary students is just under $9,000 per pupil.  This school must fully 

-Income enrollment rates to achieve this funding 
level. The school must enroll 149 of its 200 first-year enrollment as low-income students, and at 
least 57 students need to be English learners to achieve this revenue. Page 89 of their application 

planned, tuition may be lower. If this is the case, staffing assumptions would also change, and we 
believe we can still
immediately not financially viable without this demographic enrollment.

budget, and I will

teacher salaries in the first year.  In a time of local, state, and national staff shortages, the salaries 
used in the budget for teachers, paraprofessionals, clerical, and custodial are well below the current 
market rate in the area.   How does this school value its employees?      

Most troubling, the charter school will pay a no-bid management contract to Old Sturbridge 
Village.  By year 5, it will send $470,000 annually to Old Sturbridge Village for a financial service 
contract for a school with 61 total employees!  Nearly 9 cents of every dollar would be spent on 
this manage

That is absolutely a false statement. A licensed school 
business official and a support staff position perform most of these functions in much larger school 
districts at a fraction of the cost. 

L
e such 

for a charter in Worcester, with the goal of opening an elementary school there in the fall of 2023. 
Our academies are key to the future of the Village...The academies will provide reliable, 
contractual revenue to the museum, safeguarding us against fluctuations in uncontrollable factors 
that impact admission revenue such as weather and public health (emphasis added). 

is is diverting public school dollars to, in their own words,
provide reliable revenue to Old Sturbridge Village!

There are too many questions around this budget and a questionable flow of money for this 
application to be approved.    
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Dr. Marie Morse
Assistant Superintendent
Worcester Public Schools

I am a Worcester resident, a parent of 4 former WPS students, and a WPS administrator. I have 
lived here my whole life, and I know Worcester well.

As I drove by Hamilton Street the other day, I saw a large sign that said Cultural Arts Academy 
isleading, and insulting-as if this 

school was already a done deal and the public opinion, hearing, and testimony were just a 
formality- this really bothered me- MISLEADING

The confusion about this school continued after the sign. I came home and saw on Spectrum News 

students a different model of education and testing a theory is a good thing? I wondered what is 
this different model and what are you testing on our kids. -CONFUSING

First, I would like to speak about this different model of education. As I carefully read through the 
application, I wondered while I read it- where is this different model of education? I did not read 
anything new, novel, or innovative and wondered on what page of this long wordy, application I 
would find this innovative approach. -UNCLEAR- I never found it.

The curriculum- I was disheartened by the implicit definition of curriculum in the application, as 
a  capitalist product, that one could buy. EL Education, iReady, and Envision highlighted in the 
application, are off-the-shelf scripted programs. There is no evidence that these approaches alone 
have a lasting positive impact on national achievement or on mitigating racial or ethnic 
achievement gaps. An off-the-shelf curriculum is big business and rakes in billions. A school 
should not say we teach EL Curriculum, iReady, or Envision- it would be more appropriate to hear 
we teach ELA, and Math through highly engaging, evidence-based methods and pedagogy. 
SCRIPTED is not innovative.

EL Education the curriculum quoted throughout the application, was also reviewed by WPS 
teachers. It did not even make it into our top five to be considered. Our educators did not feel the 
curriculum adequately met the needs of EL Learners, our students who learn differently stifled 
educator creativity and applied a one-size fits all approach. 75% of our educators voted EL 
Education down as a consideration for the WPS, not because EL curriculum is bad but because
our educators know our city, our kids, and our needs- do you? We know our community.

As a former teacher, and principal of a Blue Ribbon Nominee school and a Level 4 school that 
moved to Level 1 and a district leader, I believe I know a fair amount about curriculum and 
instruction and how schools improve and thrive. If you base your entire school on a bought, 
packaged curriculum, you will most certainly fail- a school cannot buy success. 

I hope you will find that Worcester does not need this school- what do need is for our community 
to come together and support the school system we have here and now. This proposal is 
misleading- confusing, and unclear. Please do not let this charter application pass. It's not right for 
our kids, families, or community. It may be best for OSV but not Worcester.
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Ellen Kelley
Executive Director of Instruction and School Leadership

Worcester Public Schools

The main purpose of teaching writing is to inform, to persuade, to narrate, and to explain. A lesson 
embedded in this instruction is choosing the best title for your piece; the title needs to be an 
attention grabber and reflect the tone of your writing.  
Respect,

While reading this application, I found no mention of standards or specific skill-based instruction, 
such as the statement I just read. As I read through the application for The Worcester Cultural 
Academy Charter Public School, I found myself confused.  On page nine, the application reads,

culturally responsive lessons to ensure quality instruction.

On the same page, the applicants say this Charter School will foster a supportive and nurturing 

, not linear.   

These 
vague statements permeate the entire application.  I could not find one concrete example of 
problem-solving skills, critical thinking skills, or specific strategies for learning.   Memorization 
is not a high-functioning twenty-first-century skill, yet on page 14, a measurable goal of Habit of 
Character states that by June, all stude
100% accuracy.  What? Why? 

The lack of a strong Social Emotional Plan is very concerning.  Habit of Character does not cut it. 
Before the pandemic, there was a great need for a strong SEL program for all students at all grade 
levels. The pandemic exacerbated this need. The action plan starting on page 98, does not once 
mention SEL support, nor was there any professional development for teachers in SEL. 

I searched for innovation, a place where I could say, ,
I did not find it.  How does this Charter Plan provide students with a different learning experience? 
It does not.  

In 1989, I took my students to the Ecotarium for an overnight field trip, a quasi-Outward Bound 
experience.  In 2012, we went to Worcester Art Museum, where students did their Castle in the 
Attic lessons by the Knight exhibit.  These field trips, aligned with state standards and district 
curricula, continue in WPS. These include trips to Old Sturbridge Village, which like others, is to 
enrich students' learning, by providing background information and visuals of life in 1830, not by 
teaching real-life experiences. 

In all seriousness, this plan saddens me. It is riddled with jargon. There is an absence of rigor and 
a lack of specific instructional practices. This application elicits confusion and concern. 

Thus again, my title: with all due respect, what are you thinking?
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Carmen Melendez-Quintero
Director of Multilingual Education

Worcester Public Schools.

Based on the application submitted by Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School, it is 
clear that the proposed school will not be able to effectively serve multilingual learners.

The application states that the school will support the needs of all students, and their
However, it is 

impossible to know if this is true, as in this model already implemented in Sturbridge Academy 
Charter Public School, the number of enrolled English learners is so low that their performance 
data cannot be publicly reported. At Sturbridge Academy Charter Public School, only 3.4% of 
students - 12 students total - are identified as English learners. Moreover, this number has been 
declining steadily since 2017, when there were 5.6% ELs. In contrast, in Worcester, 30.4% of our 
students - or more than 7,500 are identified as English learners. This track record begs the 
question: Will they be prepared to serve these multilingual learners? Unlike the proposed charter 
school, Worcester offers a range of research-based programs to meet the needs of diverse English 
learners. We have:

Sheltered English Immersion
Transitional Bilingual Education
Dual Language
SEI for Students with Limited and Interrupted Formal Education

We also have World Language programs that provide students with the opportunity to grow their 
home language and learn a new language. Our multilingual education program is supported by a 
skilled multilingual education department that includes district staff and more than 200 teachers. 
This staff covers the breadth and depth of all aspects of multilingual education. ELs in Worcester 

ge Development Standards. These 
standards are only minimally mentioned in the new charter school application which indicates that 
merely components of the standards will be used. DESE has given the district high praise for our 
current ESL curriculum development.

Although professional learning opportunities are listed on the application, it falls short of what our 
district offers to its educators in the area of multilingual learners. We support our educators through 
extensive professional development opportunities in topics like sheltering content, advancing 
language development, and providing culturally sustaining pedagogy.

Finally, Worcester Public Schools has built strong community partnerships with local
organizations that serve immigrant students and families. We work in partnership with them to 
provide culturally and linguistically responsive services and support to our immigrant families and 
their children.
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Suzanna Resendes 
Principal 

La Familia Dual Language School
Worcester Public Schools

We proudly serve 172 students, 37% of whom are English learners and 74% whose first language 
is not English.  We provide students with the multilingual education program for English learners 
that has been shown through decades of research to fully close the achievement gap - dual 
language.

Worcester Public Schools embraces the multilingualism of our students, families, and community.  
The proposed school would not be able to offer the same high-quality, research-based 
opportunities for multilingual learners. 

In a news brief, the CEO of the proposed charter school mentioned that they wanted to "test their 
theory" in this new school.  Our children are not guinea pigs to test their theories.  The research 
base for dual programs is extensive.  In Worcester Public Schools, we implement research-based 
programs that meet the needs of our multilingual learners.

Based on this research, the past few years, we have expanded our dual language program so that 
it now extends from preschool to high school.  This program promotes high academic achievement, 
bilingualism and biliteracy and sociocultural competence.  Our staff in these programs are diverse. 
We are bilingual, biliterate and multicultural teachers designing, implementing, and evaluating 
instruction every day. In addition, the district has many bilingual support staff.

Students in our dual language program as well as students in our monolingual programs have 
additional opportunities to develop their multilingualism through our World Language programs.  
These programs meet the needs of students who are new to a world language as well as heritage 
language speakers.  The proposed charter school application does not take into account the need 
for bilingual students to have these opportunities to engage in learning and further developing their 
home and heritage languages.  Our district on the other hand, provides the opportunity for Spanish 
speakers to take heritage language classes in middle school and for all students to take Spanish or 
French as a second language.  

We also have many supplemental bilingual programs during school vacations and summer.  Last 

Center and Wildlife Sanctuary for all students in the Dual and TBE classes in WPS in grades K-6.
Students explored birds in depth, developed bilingual skills, and learned together in Broad 

Explorar, we partnered with the Worcester Art Museum and the New England Botanical Garden 
at Tower Hill.  In these programs, we promote bilingualism, biliteracy, and depth of knowledge 
within the context of real-life, experiential learning.  

Our multilingual programs enable teachers and families to connect deeply and establish 
meaningful relationships over language and culture.  The district has two parent advisory councils 
for families of multilingual learners:
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Our English Learner Parent Advisory Council for families of current and former English learners.
CAFE-B is our advisory council for families with children in our bilingual programs.

It was not specified in the application how the proposed charter school would meet the needs of 
multilingual families. Worcester Public Schools, on the other hand, is proud to serve over 70 
languages represented in our district. To ensure meaningful and effective communication across 
languages, we have a coordinator of translation and interpretation who assigns interpreters to the 
requests for interpretation and translations.  We also have contracts with outside agencies that 
provide these services in languages for which we do not have internal interpreters.  In addition to 
in-person interpretation, all educators in the district have access to a language line for impromptu 
needs.  20,000 interpretations and 7,000 translations a year are processed in our district.
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Aislinn Doyle 
Parent 

La Familia Dual Language School
Worcester Public Schools

My oldest child is a  at La Familia Dual Language School, and my youngest child is 
. I will have a child in Worcester Public Schools until 2038.  

I wanted to come to speak today, something I have never done in a public setting like this before
because after reading this application, I am angry and incredulous about what this charter would 
do to our school system. With the Student Opportunity Act infusion and a new superintendent, 

benefit of just a few, really threatens this.  Especially for kids like mine who are just starting out 
on their public school journey.  This decision will have a huge impact on their entire educational 
career. Needless to say, I am opposed to this charter school. 

As someone who studied museum education in graduate school at HGSE, and who is such a 
museum nerd that I spent a semester in college living and studying at Mystic Seaport Museum, I 
am frustrated by the shallow marketing pitch that this is an innovative or unique program in terms 
of museum education. It is not an innovative museum-based curriculum, and it does not offer 
anything new that WPS 

I read many times in this application that the founding group believes that Worcester families need 
more choices.  Having just gone through the process of enrolling my child for kindergarten, I 
wanted to say that, in my experience, we have lots of choices in Worcester. There were 15 different 
elementary schools to consider for my kid, and after learning about all the options, we seriously 
looked at four schools. If anything, I actually felt like there were too many choices. As a graduate
of a dual language program myself, I was thrilled when we were able to join the La Familia Dual 
Language School community. 

I am not an expert, and there are many here that know more than I do, but the budget to run this 
charter school seems incredibly high.  As an example, La Familia is in its second year and currently 
has an high-quality school is 1.7 
million.  That is a school with 47% of the students being English language learners and 76% of 

student-to-teacher ratio is 11.8:1 .  Again, their 
than HALF of what OSV is predicting their costs to 

be for their proposed first year.  Perhaps this charter school is not the best stewardship of funds.

Over the last 18 months, I have watched every school committee meeting and every subcommittee 
meeting of the Worcester Public Schools.  From observing these meetings, I can say that we are in 
an exciting transition at WPS.  Our leaders do not have their heads in the sand. Could we do more 
in Worcester? Absolutely. Is this charter going to help with that? Absolutely not. This is a pivotal 

have collaborated with WPS and this charter application never would have been submitted in the 
first place.
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As a parent, I trust the folks who live, work and have relationships in our community, who send 
their children to our schools, and who have the experience and expertise to teach our unique
children.  Not folks from somewhere else, who have a theory that they can do better without 
providing any convincing evidence, and only appear to be here to fulfill their non-profit's 

ting paid in the process. 

I ask you not to recommend this proposal for a charter award. 
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Lisa Cohane Leach
Performing Arts Liaison 
Worcester Public Schools

rts
Magnet School and Burncoat Middle School. As a Worcester educator, resident, parent, and former 
student, I wish to register my opposition to the new charter school proposed in my City. Frankly, 
I am personally and professionally offended by the patronizing tone of the proposal and its explicit 
disregard for the cultural vitality of our schools and the long history of cultural and creative 
opportunities for our students. 

This application duplicates and, in many cases, is less than what is currently available in the 
Worcester Public Schools in the areas of arts education and cultural community collaboration.

rt at Mechanics Hall and was inspired by 
the performance space as well as the artistry of the Worcester Chorus, one of the oldest choral 
groups in our country. That spring, the Worcester Public Schools provided me with the chance to 
sing on the same stage. It quickly became my professional goal to ensure our Worcester Public 
Schools students would enjoy the same opportunity to discover their creative and artistic self. 

As a parent, I have been inspired by the educators and community groups where my children have 
not only had the opportunity to perform on stage at Mechanics Hall but also to enjoy free tickets 

an instrument as early as second 

program. They have participated in Cultural LEAPS with teams at OSV, Worcester Historical 
Museum, Broadmeadow Brook, and Tower Hill. Their school has hosted residencies with 
Crocodile River Music, Author Jarrett J. Krosoczka, New England Dancing Masters, and more.

As an educator, it has been my privilege to work with so many amazing artists, educators, and 
students. The Performing Arts department supports hundreds of concerts annually, in addition to 
the Annual Arts Festival featuring the work of thousands of students. Our All-Elementary Concert 
brings together hundreds of instrumentalists together for a day of music-making and fellowship. 

and Artistic community. 

I would like to take a moment to fill you in on who we are and how we develop our curriculum 
and partnerships to support students' academic, intellectual, and personal growth. 

Description
Students in the Worcester Public Schools have the opportunity to pursue many avenues in the arts 
both in and outside of school. Students take instrumental lessons, general music, and art weekly in 
K-6 and have the option to join chorus, concert band, symphony orchestra, jazz band, guitar, 
keyboards, and multiple smaller ensembles. In addition to the award-winning Burncoat Arts 
Magnet Program ( a specialized program without an admission/testing requirement and has been 
in operation for over 40 years), offering college and conservatory-ready instruction in music, 
dance, theater, visual art, and media arts, all of our schools support extracurricular, student-led 
groups such as dance and step teams, spoken word poetry and theater. Burncoat High School and 
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South High School routinely see significant participation in the Central District, MICCA, and All-
State Music Festivals.  Our schools routinely engage in quality standards-aligned work with 
professional teaching artists, such as Cyro Baptista, Boston Brass, and the Hanover  Adopt a 

Line '' which premiered at the JMAC theater this fall. Burncoat Drama Club annually participates 

Our students create and lead many of these programs, such as the Worcester UNITES ensembles 
program, a national model in youth development and leadership created by WPS alumni Elisander 
Rivera Sanchez in 2015.

Our partners include Boston Brass (founding member Jeff Conner teaches brass lessons at 
Burncoat), Crocodile River Music, Worcester Youth Symphony Orchestra, and Mechanics Hall 
Many Voices Choral Program. We have been awarded grants from the Massachusetts Cultural 

to quality instruction and resources in the arts.

Curriculum
The Worcester Public Schools does not rely on museum education professionals or an outside 
English Language Arts curriculum vendor to design arts learning experiences for our students. 

Our more than 130 certified arts educators provide quality, standards-aligned units of study in the 
arts and arts integration. In many cases, our art educators were leaders on the teams that developed 
the 2019 state arts standards. Our educators and administrators have been recognized by 
Arts|Learning, the Massachusetts Arts Educators Association, and the Massachusetts Music 
Educators Association as statewide examples of excellence. Our curriculum unit maps reflect real-
world learning, a comprehensive understanding of the standards, and the cultural richness of our 
students.  Our newly formed BHS culture bearers council helps us create programs and 
performances that are respectful of the repertoire source community and informative for all. 

The students in the Worcester Public Schools perform in over 150 performances each year and 
generate more than 12,000 minutes of digital content in an average week. The Worcester Public 

work of literally thousands of students. 

Students also benefit through attending AP Art History classes at the Worcester Art Museum or 
taking dual enrollment classes at our local colleges and universities. Our students go on to study 
at Providence College, Emerson College, Berklee School of Music, Northeastern, Yale, Harvard,
USC, and Holy Cross, to name a few.

Partnerships
The Education Committee of the Worcester Cultural Coalition serves to foster relations and 
programming between the Worcester Public Schools and Worcester Cultural Coalition member 
organizations.

This cultural collaboration promotes the development of grade-level immersive programs called 
LEAP (Learning through Education & Arts Partnerships). These programs, with participants from 
all Worcester Public Schools, impact all students and provide intensive and interdisciplinary 
learning experiences through the riches of local cultural organizations and support key elements 
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of the Worcester Public Schools curriculum. Leaps contain pre-and post-visit activities in addition 
to the experiences conducted by or at the cultural institution. These experiences are intentionally 
designed not just by the museum education professional, as mentioned in this proposal but in 
collaboration with certified arts educators and classroom teachers. 

The Worcester Educational Development Foundation, in partnership with the Worcester Cultural 
Coalition, is committed to engaging all Worcester Public Schools in the arts, culture, and 
interpretive sciences. With generous support from the George I. Alden Trust, the Stoddard 
Charitable Trust, and with in-kind donations from the Worcester Public Schools and non-profit 
organizations, students are actively engaged in cultural programming throughout greater 
Worcester.

By the time a student graduates, they have participate
LEAP Programs

Grade 1: EcoTarium - Making Waves: Sound and Light
Grade 2: New England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill - Ecosystem Explorations
Grade 3: Old Sturbridge Village - Worcester Days at OSV
Grade 4: Worcester Art Museum - Discovery Museum Tour
Grade 5: Worcester Historical Museum - Building a Community: Having a Place and a Voice
Grade 6: Mechanics Hall -Conversations in Jazz
Grade 7: Broad Meadow Brook - Real Math Real Science
Grade 8: Guardians of Tradition - Leaping Around the World Through Carnival
Grade 9: Crocodile River/College Campuses - Wassoulu 2 Worcester
Grade 10: Tsongas Industrial Center - Exploring the Industrial Age
Grade 11: Hanover Theatre - Warriors Don't Cry
Grade 12: Hanover Theatre - Fences

Summation
This proposal uses a lot of terms,
with arts professionals. They will support
regional awards for students' theatrical productions. They will rely on potential expedition partners 

celebrating one another. Our community of languages, experiences, and cultures enriches 
instruction and learning during and beyond the school day. 

In closing, the Worcester Public Schools supports high-quality arts education and developmentally 
appropriate cultural learning experiences for all our students with our wonderful partners. We
provide real-world learning experiences nd multidisciplinary an 
expectation for all.

appears to believe our community exists in a cul
development or the vision of our young people as the cultural change-makers and artists of 
tomorrow.  I urge you to deny this proposal. 
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Kendra Anim
School Committee Student Representative

I am a  at Worcester Technical High School. I speak on behalf of not only my peers at 
Worcester Technical High School but the entire student population of the Worcester Public 
Schools. 

If I had to mention one great thing I admire about our current public school system, it just has to 
be the amount of opportunity our students are granted. I can attest to that by making a brief mention 
of the innovation pathways programming at my home school. Innovation pathways provide
professional development for high school students across the district. These students are able to 
participate in the internships, programming, and workshops students of WTHS get throughout the 
day. 

Arts magnets, and Goddard Scholars, are other honorable mentions I must bring attention to in 
regard to what our schools provide. These developmental programs require a great amount of 
funds, funds that are being sown in places that are not building the future of our city. Our city
relies on our schooling systems. If our systems are not giving our students the resources and 
outreach that they need to thrive, we are not only failing ourselves, but we have failed students 
like myself. Young minds deserve to be offered what our schools are currently offered. This 

, or of a minimum degree, because of the lack of resources, we might 
be able to receive. Every student is deserving and worthy of being given the uttermost opportunity 
to the best extent it could be given. 

With that being said, I plead with you to prohibit the opening of a new charter school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On behalf of the Worcester Public Schools, I am sending along the attached testimony in opposition
to the proposed charter school in our city. 
 

Brian E. Allen | Deputy Superintendent 
Chief Operating Officer & Chief Financial Officer   
Worcester Public Schools | John Durkin Administration Building 
20 Irving Street | Worcester, MA 01609 | Office 508-799-3401 extension 62047
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Mayor Joseph M. Petty 

Good evening, my name is Joe Petty, and as Mayor of the City of Worcester, I am here on behalf of both 
the Worcester City Council and the Worcester School Committee to speak in opposition to the opening 
of the Worcester Cultural Academy Charter School. Both the City Council and the School Committee 
unanimously reject this proposal as it would do real harm to the schoolchildren of the city of Worcester, 
without any benefit to families in Worcester.  

Eight years ago next month, I stood before a state commission and implored them to change the state 
funding formula, which was so outdated that as of two years ago, the Worcester Public Schools were 
over seven hundred teachers short of where the foundation budget said we should be. It took the state 
until last year to finally begin to fix that, and it will take another four years to fully fund the over 
hundred million dollars that the Worcester Public Schools is underfunded. For the state now, before we 
reach even a halfway point in that implementation, to consider a proposal that would remove seven 
million dollars from our district budget, is a kick in the teeth. I will repeat to you today what I said then: 
We need the foundation budget to reflect the resources that it takes to support our district.  We cannot 
effectively do the work without appropriate funding. 

The Worcester School Committee has adopted a very thoughtful and thorough budget strategy for 
ESSER spending and phased implementation of the Student Opportunity Act spending that meets the 
historically underfunded needs in our district.  

Earlier this year, the Worcester School Committee conducted a thorough national search with extensive 
local input, resulting in the leadership of Dr. Rachel Monárrez, who has made listening and learning from 
the students, families, educators, and community members the foundation of her superintendency. That 
local accountability is something that both the Worcester School Committee and the Worcester Public 
Schools administration take very seriously. It is something that entirely is lacking in this proposed 
charter school. 

The Worcester Public Schools is a district that has more choices for families than anywhere else in the 
state of Massachusetts outside of Boston. No other single district has the array of choices available to 
families from dual language programs, to a longstanding K-12 arts magnet program, to innovation 
pathways, to an award winning technical high school. It is simply false to say, as the proposal does, that 
Worcester families lack choice. 

The array of cultural institutions here in Worcester that appears to have attracted the attention of the 
proponents are well known to Worcester Public School students. Worcester Public School students 
every year visit the museums and other cultural centers of the city through trips we call LEAPs, which 
are aligned with state standards and district curriculum, as you will hear. It is a deliberate priority of the 
district for our students to know those cultural riches as theirs, because they belong to the city and its 
people. All of its people.  

proposal. We are proud in Worcester to not only speak about diversity but to live it together every day. 
As our city moves forward, this is a proposal that would only set our city back.  

I urge you to reject Worcester Cultural Academy Charter School. 
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State Representative David LeBoeuf 

Hello, my name is David LeBoeuf. As state representative for the 17th Worcester District, I serve 
constituents in Main South, Webster Square, Hadwen Park, Columbus Park, Mill Street, Green Island, 
and Coes Pond. And I m here for them tonight. 
 
I attended Heard Street Discovery Academy, Sullivan Middle School, and South High, and I am proud of 
the education I received in the Worcester Public Schools alongside a diverse student body. 
This is not to say that there s nothing to improve in our schools. I have been able to work alongside 
educators fighting for new state funding  including in the Student Opportunity Act  that will 
seriously benefit the quality of education we can offer. 
 
This proposal for yet another charter school in the city would nearly wipe out those gains, redirecting 
hard-won education dollars intended for our student  learning to pad the pockets of Old Sturbridge 
Village for management fees   a transparent abuse of this state s charter school racket. 
To allow this private organization to plant its flag in the city treasury and siphon public funds to the tune 
of $7 million dollars and counting  that  $7 million stolen from the future of our city  is simply 
unconscionable. 
 
What s embarrassing is that this is not even a serious proposal to rob our city. There s just no indication 
they can deliver on any of the big promises in the over 300 pages of nothing contained in this proposal. 
And we ve seen this trick before. When the so-called Spirit of Knowledge charter school came to 
Worcester and folded like a house of cards built on lies, it was the students and their families who were 
dumped on the curb in the middle of their fall semester. And the  they were left with 
amounted to pure chaos that  
We have professional educators already working in our public schools, and they are opposing this 
proposal. The re joined by our local elected leaders in this city. 
 
Worcester elects its school committee members, who have just selected a new superintendent. They 
have unanimously opposed this proposal and so has the City Council in a vote that truly cut across all 
matters of political and personal differences. For a group that misspelled Worcester in its proposal, I just 
want to share what a rare and special thing that is in our city. 
 
Now these are the elected representatives of the people of this city, those directly chosen by voters to 
oversee the public schools, and the educators the city has in turn selected to administer them and teach 
our students. We need to give these educators and our new superintendent the opportunity to make 
use of their mandate and new state funding. 
 
As State officials it is our constitutional obligation to safeguard our students education. Protect our 
public schools by rejecting this proposal- which is nothing more, and nothing less than a scam. 
Thank you. 
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Worcester School Committee Vice Chair Jermaine Johnson 

My name is Jermaine Johnson, I am a member of the Worcester School Committee, a graduate of the 
Worcester Public Schools, and the father of two current Worcester Public Schools students 

for English Language Arts and i-
closely aligned to MCAS is i-
principal, vice principal and special education director. The assessment grid does not provide 
assessment of incoming Kindergarten students or dyslexia screeners. 

In addition, a major assessment complement of this proposal is to use the Fountas and Pinnel 
benchmark system. There are many concerns with the BAS system. It is based on a debunked theory of 
teaching of reading. These scores tend to over exaggerate reading abilities and rely upon guessing and 
queuing. 

some are stand alone. Many district-adopted programs have their own associated assessment tools. In 
addition to the comprehensive assessment system that is designed to gather a variety of academic and 
non-academic data from students, the Worcester Public Schools collects information from school staff 
and caregivers.  

As part of their Multi-Tiered System of Supports Fr
screeners in reading and math as well as summative measures used for accountability. Schools augment 
the district assessment system with their own measures in concert with those from the various 
curricular and educational technology program tools they may use. School level data is shared and 
reviewed by district teams to provide comprehensive support to teachers in different disciplines and 
grade levels. Professional development is regularly provided to Focused Instructional Coaches to build 
the capacity of each school as the coaches provide ongoing support to teachers including, but not 
limited to, lesson activities and best pedagogical practices based on data. 

The Worcester Public Schools also have data governance and management systems and documentation 
in place. This provides consistency and validity in data collection, ensuring the highest quality data is 
produced and used in decision making. The Plan-Do-Study-Act cycle of inquiry is promoted in the district 
as part of its culture of continuous improvement. Each WPS school and program submits an annual 
School Growth Plan which outlines their action plans for improvement for the year. 

The purpose of assessment is to gather relevant information about student performance or progress, or 
to determine student interests to make judgments about their learning process. After receiving this 

inclinations of the group, to customize their teaching plans, incorporating the Universal Design for 
Learning Guidelines which provide students with multiple means of engagement, representation, and 
action and expression. Continuous assessment provides day-to-day feedback about the teaching and 
learning process. It reinforces the efficacy of teaching and learning. It also encourages the 
understanding of teaching as a formative process that evolves over time with feedback and input from 
students, allowing them to be active participants in their education with the goal of becoming expert 
learners that are purposeful and motivated, resourceful and knowledgeable, and strategic and goal-
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directed. This creates the good classroom rapport that is evident in WPS classrooms. Without these 
systems in place, students at the proposed Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School will be 
passive learners that receive stagnant instruction. 
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Worcester School Committee member Sue Mailman 
My name is Sue Mailman  
owner of a construction company in Worcester that has long been involved with Worcester Technical 
High School and vocational education across the state.    I most recently chaired the board of 
Quinsigamond Community College and serve on the statewide Apprenticeship Advisory Council and 
State workforce board.  Also serving and chairing many local boards, like the Chamber of COmmerce and 
United Way.  Relevant to my comments -  I have also chaired multiple capital campaigns - just to name 
two -  Quinsigamond Community College and another the YWCA, which gives me some context to talk 
about the foundations in our city and the amazing non profit partners in our city. 

I want to point out that our city has invested more than any other in vocational education, - i like to 
consider Worcester Tech as the real first example of exceptional work that helped launch the statewide 
focus that now values vocational education.   In Worcester we are building Chapter 74 programs into 
two brand new comprehensive high schools and have created one of the strongest innovation pathway 
programs across the state, bringing comprehensive students into our vocational/ technical high school 
for late afternoon programming.  We know however that the interest and learning around options 
related to career and early college begins in elementary and middle school and students in our city that 
are not part of the k-8 system (if a charter school were to go forward) will miss out on the pathway work 
that we are beginning to build in Worcester. 

have a wide array of choices beginning in preschool, where families can choose from full or half day 
programs, and programs entirely in English or starting Spanish.  

Families can choose to send their children to an arts magnet program, or dual language program, a 
neighborhood school or one that brings students together from across the city 

All of our schools have strong connections with cultural partners -  

services that have been engaged with our public schools in very meaningful ways - there are strong  
relationships and partnerships at the table for increased opportunities waiting for expansion and i 
believe that the Student Opportunity Act dollars AND a superintendent that values the contributions 
from the outside are only going to grow and enhance the opportunities for students.  Worcester families 
have been waiting too long to bring it all together - now is our time - with the right leaders and the 
dollars to support enrichment - we do not need the distraction of a new charter school.     

Lastly our Worcester Foundations are and always have been the go to for so many needs and have 
staunchly supported the Worcester Public Schools, even as the state did not.   Still as these foundation 
trustees point out regularly - they do not have endless resources.  We need to be smart and thoughtful 
when we bring on new organizations and institutions that will also need the help of these same 
foundations.   I would like to note explicitly that the contemplated foundation in the application would 
be competing directly for these same resources.  We do not need a new charter school in Worcester - 
rather we need to afford the opportunity for our cultural, educational and social service agencies to 
have a closer and more impactful relationship with Worcester Public Schools    
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Worcester School Committee member Jermoh Kamara 

My name is Jermoh Kamara, I am a Worcester Public Schools graduate and a WPS school committee 
member. 

I am here to oppose the formation of this proposed charter school. I will be speaking on the lack of 
opportunities for innovative coursework and disregard for digital equity in this application. 

Worcester Public School has prioritized digital equity which is the right for every student to have access 
to reliable, ubiquitous internet access, research based educational technology, a personal 1:1 device, 
high quality technology integration, and explicit instruction in technology use.  

WPS strives to foster a culture of innovation in our elementary and middle schools. Our principals 
consider equity and innovation as a key element of their school culture, our teachers have been trained 
in effective technology integration, and we provide in-school, after-school and summer programming 
such as robotics competitions, coding clubs, Project Lead the Way, and STEM week, just to name a few. 
This proposal lacks in addressing innovative practices and opportunities that would serve Worcester 
students that are living in a global digital world. 

The application stated that students in grades K-4 would have 2:1 access to technology. All students in 
the Worcester Public schools starting in pre-school have access to 1:1 devices. We provide iPads for all 
pre-K and K students and chromebooks for all grade 1-12 students. Along with the devices, we have 
remained steadfast in providing internet access to every student in need. This application falls short of 

 

Over 9,000 Worcester Public School K-5 students take digital literacy and computer science as a weekly 
course aligned with the Massachusetts Digital Literacy and Computer Science Frameworks and the 
International Society for Technology in Education standards. The work WPS has done around 
elementary technology education has been applauded by the state, has been presented statewide, and 
is considered a model for other districts. Students learn coding, computational thinking, digital 
citizenship, digital literacy, and innovative design through age appropriate lessons that build on 
knowledge and skills each year. Over 3000 7-8 students take courses that explicitly teach computer 
science, technology and engineering, media arts, and digital literacy and citizenship. 

Approving this proposal would be harmful to the Worcester community. Not only would it provide a 
sub-par digital education for potential students attending, it would take away resources and would stall 
the progress the district has made over the past 5 years in the areas of innovation and digital equity.  
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Worcester School Committee member Laura Clancey sent under separate cover 

Worcester School Committee member Molly McCullough 

My name is Molly McCullough, and I am a member of the Worcester School Committee.  When deciding 
to run for Worcester school committee in 2015, one of the reasons was to help make our district even 
better than it already was and to elevate it to new heights.  
 
Having gone to the Worcester Public Schools as a child, I benefited tremendously from the opportunities 
that were given to me, not only within the classroom, but outside the four walls of the building. Through 
the partnerships that the Worcester Public Schools has with many different organizations I was able to 

 
(of which we have several), I spent time doing hands-on lab exercises with top notch equipment and 
took advanced math courses as part of my everyday education. I also participated in chorus, learned 
calligraphy and photography as part of club opportunities. Some of my fondest memories are trips to 
the EcoTarium, where I learned about polar bears and their habitats and that certain types of fox smell 
like skunks; the Worcester Art Museum, where I learned all about Andy Warhol and the art of the 
Egyptians; Old Sturbridge Village where I was assigned the life of Prudence Plymtpon ahead of time to 
immerse myself in during in school lessons and preparations that carried over to our field trip; and the 
Worcester Historical Museum, where I learned about the lives of my ancestors and the history of 

economy today. These are just a few of 
the things I can name right off the top of my head that helped shape my education in the WPS that 
helped me prepare for my future.   

Over the last 7 years as a member of the School Committee, I have continued to watch our system grow 
and the opportunities available for students widen and deepen. Partnerships with local colleges and 
universities for things like robotics, Latin club, Early College opportunities and so much more. At present 
I have five nieces and nephews across the district, in different areas of the City, as well as two recent 
graduates. To see the STEM, arts, athletics, AP and vocational/technical programs and offerings that 
they have had the ability to participate in has been incredible.  

In speaking with my nieces recently about their experiences in the Worcester Public Schools, they were 

their respective educational paths. One is currently a college freshman who shared that the opportunity 
to take AP classes and participate in clubs and athletics helped her hit the ground running both 
educationally and socially speaking. Being part of diverse school communities in her time in Worcester, 
learning about global perspectives, taking field trips that embodied culture and education prepared her 
to be a global citizen. These are opportunities that a student attending the proposed charter school 
would not have the exposure to based on the limited diversity of the student body and its offerings. Her 
sister, a current high school senior at Worcester Technical High School, shared that taking early college 
classes, AP classes and the extensive educational and technical education she has received during her 
high school years have set the stage for her to be successful in the next leg of her educational journey.  
 
Taking funds away from the Worcester Public Schools that help provide these opportunities would not 
be money well spent. We need to maximize and enhance what we already offer, not lose funding to a 
proposed charter school that would not hold a candle to what we provide, nor be able to serve the 
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diverse needs of a City like Worcester, including needs not limited to, special education, English 
language learners and social emotional/wellness.  The City of Worcester does not need a program from 
the outside, that will not even be able to serve the population of our City, coming in and trying to paint a 
pretty picture of what they will offer. We already do it and we do it better.  

factoring in delays, weather, traffic etc. So this portrait of an immersive opportunity at that location is 
a regular basis. How is what this program is actually going to be 

able to provide better than what Worcester already does and continues to build upon? To take it one 
e answered 

 

one don't want to see money pulled out of our system to provide a subpar experience for any of our 
students. Nor do I want to see a repeat of the Spirit of Knowledge debacle that we went through several 
years ago.  

brightly as it should. 
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Worcester School Committee member Tracy  

mother of two graduates of the Worcester Public Schools and a current high school . 

e found that I have a single message for you: 

How dare you. 

How dare you come into Worcester, the district that in October of 2013 welcomed back over 150 
students from the failed Spirit of Knowledge Charter School that failed for exactly the reasons we told 
you it would, with an eerily similar budget proposal? 

How dare you come into Worcester, a district that has lived at foundation level spending for years, with 
a charter proposal that is so ignorant of how charter financing is calculated that they think at net school 
spending means no rate was published? 

How dare you come into Worcester, a district which after years of research and planning has brought 
transportation in house, with a charter proposal that plans $50,000 for a bus (we just bought 100; they 
cost more than that), has no budget for fuel or insurance, and makes no clear provision for students in 
wheelchairs? 

How dare you come into Worcester, a district where the majority of our students speak a first language 
other than English and fully a third 

because they have so few students in that subgroup? 

The demographics of the current school are 
with that of Edgartown, Florida, Oak Bluffs, Provincetown, Richmond, and Tisbury, with the exception 
that the Cape and Island towns serve as many as ten times the percentage of English learner students.  

And you dare to suggest that they should be able to open a school here. 

Those proposing the school have a record in key data points that is in a number of cases worse than that 
of the Worcester Public Schools while serving a student body that is more privileged.  

Last year at Old Sturbridge Village Charter School, 66.5% of students were absent 10 or more days. In 
the Worcester Public Schools, our rate was thirteen percentage points lower. 

Old Sturbridge Village Charter has had a teacher retention rate over 80% only one year in its history; last 
year, it was 75%. In Worcester, our rate is regularly over 84%; last year, it was 88.9%. 

In MCAS growth scores, Old Sturbridge Village Charter with student demographics that are wealthier, 
whiter, and almost entirely primarily English speaking were 52% for ELA and 56% for math. For the 
same span, the Worcester Public Schools, serving a demographic that is much more poorly served by the 
MCAS, had growth rates of 51% in both ELA and math. How dare you tout this as a record of academics 
superior to ours? 

As I once again find myself before a state panel, begging you to not hurt my school district, I wonder if 

Department Commissioner Riley has claimed was his vision. 
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Not yet, it appears.  

And so I will ask you again: please allow the Worcester Public Schools to serve and to be locally 
accountable for the education of our students. Do not forward this proposal. 



Happy New Year DESE,

On behalf of Mayor Joseph M. Petty, I am sending along the attached testimony in opposition to the
proposed charter school in our city.

Thank you for your due consideration.











Dear Alison,
 Attached please find testimony regarding the proposed Worcester Cultural Academy.  Thank you

for the opportunity to submit our thoughts on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Jennifer

Jennifer Davis Carey
Executive Director
Worcester Education Collaborative
484 Main Street, Suite 300
Worcester, MA 01608
508-615-5998 (cell, preferred)
508-757-5631, ext 252 (office)























Shelley Rodman 
Worcester, MA 01602 

 

December 20, 2022

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
Office of Charter Schools and School Redesign
75 Pleasant Street
Malden, MA 02148

RE: My opposition to the proposed Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School

To the DESE Office of Charter Schools and School Redesign,

I attended the December 9th Public Comment Meeting at Quinsigamond Community College 
regarding the proposal, submitted by Old Sturbridge Village (OSV) and El Education, to 
establish a new charter school in Worcester, the Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public 
School.

I did not comment at the meeting.  I wanted to be a careful listener.

I now write to express my opposition to the proposal. The proposed charter school may 
(emphasis here on may) help a few students but that would be at the certain expense to most of 
our WPS students.  The cost alone is reason to deny the proposal.

I am a Worcester resident and a parent of an adult who attended the Worcester Public Schools
(WPS). I am also a former administrator for Clark University, Tufts University and Mass 
Audubon. Recently retired, I am a docent at the Worcester Art Museum, working predominantly 
with elementary and middle school students participating in field trips. In addition, I have 

advocate for children in foster care.  I have done project-based volunteer work with the 
Worcester Historical Museum and with ArtsWorcester. I care deeply about children, education,
and arts and culture in our community.

At the hearing, I was dismayed at the lack of knowledge and respect for what already exists in 
the WPS. I was concerned that so many of the speakers supporting the proposal were Old 
Sturbridge Village trustees and managers, people who do not live in Worcester, have never had 
children in our schools, and may or may not be fully aware of the extent of project-based 
learning and arts and culture exposure that takes place in the schools. (I recently moderated a 
showcase of middle-school civics projects covering a wide variety of topics including getting a 
crosswalk installed in front of the school, addressing food insecurity in the city, and VOTE16, 
the effort to allow 16-year-olds to vote in municipal elections. The student presentations were 
inspiring.)



Of the 17 members of the Founding Group of the proposed academy (many who will continue as 
members of the Board), only four (4), are people who live in Worcester. The rest are from 
Charlton, MA; Cranston, RI; Dudley, MA; Leominster, MA; Providence, RI; Sterling, MA: 
Sturbridge, MA; and West Hartford, CT. Where is there evidence of strong Worcester 
community input in either the proposal or the composition of this Founding Group and proposed 
Founding Board?

I have received a postcard from Old Sturbridge Village alerting me to the opportunity for 
children to apply to the Worcester Cultural Academy, but I have not heard from any local 
cultural institution that they are advocating for the establishment of the school. 

The preface to the Executive Summary provided by OSV points to the Worcester Public 
L the only such depiction of an African American in 

very few public sculptures, or that 
their school will not change the number of public art pieces featuring current or former residents 
of color. (Worcester does have Major Taylor Boulevard.) An indictment of what currently exists 
is not a sufficient foundation for a solution.

Finally, I ask you to consider this excerpt from Old 
t (highlight is mine):

One such innovation is the anticipated expansion of Old Sturbridge Academy. In 
early 2022, thanks to the support of a dedicated donor, the Village leased a building 
in Worcester, Massachusetts. In the coming months, we will be working to apply 
for a charter in Worcester, with the goal of opening an elementary school there in 
the fall of 2023. Our Academies are key to the future of the Village and expanding 
into Worcester will allow the Village to impact a greater number of students in an 
entirely new geographic area. The Academies will provide reliable, contractual 
revenue to the museum, safeguarding us against fluctuations in uncontrollable 
factors that impact admission revenue such as weather and public health. At the 
same time, the Academies are developing the next generation of museum patrons, 
professionals, members, and volunteers These bright, curious young people are 
growing up with a deep and abiding connection to the Village one that I hope will 
last a lifetime.

Charter Public School as you review the proposal.  Also be guided by the unanimous 
votes of the Worcester City Council and the Worcester School Committee opposing the 
establishment of the charter school. And, please reject the proposal. 

Sincerely,

Shelley Rodman 

Shelley Rodman



Attached please find my public comment regarding the proposal by Old Sturbridge Village to
establish the Worcester Cultural Academy Charter Public School. Thank you for the opportunity to
comment.

Sincerely,
Shelley
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Hopkins, Alyssa (DESE)

From: mary remilaerd 
Sent: Wednesday, January 4, 2023 7:27 AM
To:
Attachments: Email.docx

Sent from my iPhone













































To Whom it May Concern,

I am the parent of 2 current graders and a current  in the Worcester Public
Schools. All three are in the dual language program at Elementary School. I am also
a primary care pediatrician who practices in Worcester. I am firmly opposed to the proposed new
charter school, the ‘Worcester Cultural Academy.’ This school would take a significant chunk of
funding away from the thousands of WPS students in traditional public schools and give it to a small
group of students at a privately run charter school. This is clearly unfair, particularly at schools like
Chandler Magnet, where there are many vulnerable students such as those for whom English is their
second language. In addition, schools like Chandler Magnet need more resources for things like a
librarian and/or more counselors, rather than a loss of funding that might result in larger class sizes
and fewer services.
The proposal submitted for WCA would duplicate much of what is already available at schools like
Chandler Magnet, but would do so for a small group of students, again taking away from the
majority.
Finally, my children have loved their Dual Language experience at  My family
would like to see this program grown. As a pediatrician in Worcester, I recommend the program to
many patients from many backgrounds, but I know that not all of them will get a spot due to the
limited size of the program. In addition, my children have commented many times on how little they
use the library at their school – this is due to the lack of a librarian, a seemingly basic member of any
school faculty. It seems obvious to me that WPS needs to spend any/all available funds on benefiting
the majority of the students it serves, not on a school that would duplicate what the District is
already doing for only a very few.
 
Please do not approve the application for this proposed charter school.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leah Evans Wong, MEd, MD
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics
Division of General Pediatrics
UMass Memorial Children's Medical Center
Benedict Building, 2nd Floor; Office location A3-120
55 Lake Avenue, North
Worcester, MA 01655
Phone: 774 442 5545
Fax: 774 443 7042
 



















Jaimee Taborda













Hello,

I am a Worcester resident and student at Clark University in a teacher education program. I
am writing to strongly discourage the approval of the proposed charter school run by Old
Sturbridge Village. Ths proposal does not propose any new educational concepts and is not
well thought out. The proposal does not demonstrate connections with Worcester cultural
institutions or any new ideas of how to utilize these institutions or implement project-based
learning. Worcester students deserve project-based, cultural-based learning but bringing in an
outside organization is not the way to do this. Especially because their current charter school
is not particularly successful and serves a much less diverse population than exists in
Worcester. 

I hope you will listen to the voices of Worcester educational leaders and decline this proposal
so that resources can stay in Worcester Public Schools.

Thank you,
Ellanora Lerner








































